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" However! English would be taught as a com- |
- pulsory second language, he said at the opening
‘of the new three-storey extension building at
'Sekolah Rendah Sultan Ahmad Tajuddin in
| Jitra, 12 miles from here this afternoon.

' Dr. Mahathir said

English was important
because the language
. was mostly used in scien-
ce and technology all
over the world.

English was not only
-important to ensure that
Malaysia could progress
i with other countries in
:science and technology
Ibut also in helping the
;gountry to progress fas-

er. i
- He said the Govern-
ment was aware that

i greater educational op- :
. portunities must he pro-

" vided to all the people in
.the country, particutlarl
;in the undeveloped rura
|areas.

i 'The peoFle could sece
« for themselves that edu-

< cational facilities were

lentiful in the Kubang
asu district.

Under the Third Ma-
laysia Plan, Dr. Maha-
thir said, steps were
being taken to streamli-
ne the education system.

The quality of tea-
ching of science and ma-
thematics in primary
and secondary schools
was being raised and
more equipment were
being provided. More’
teachers were also being
trained.

Under the plan, the
number of students in
science, "technical and

‘vocational classes from

the secondary school le-
vel upwards would be in-

~ creased.

|
: — (Dr.” Mahathir, More teachers !
Mohamad reiterated today that Bahasa  Compared with pre-
Malaysia will become the medium of | independence days, the-

instruction in all government aided sec- ‘

present educational
ondary schools by 1980. cilities were tremc

dous.
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