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Lmr Mahathir Moha-

called on Umno
members today to be
gelf reliant and not to
depend on others for
contributions.

Dr. Mahathir said this
would ensure that Umno

- would not be obligated to

anybody.

He said at the opening
of the Padang Serai
Umno Division dele-

ates’ meeting at Seko-
ah Sultan Badlishah, he
believed Umno members
could raise sufficient
fund among themselves.

If every member were
to contribute $1 a month,
he said, there would be
cnough funds for the
party’'s various activi-
ties.

Assuming that the
300,000 to 400,000 Umno
members contributed a
$1 each, this would work

.. out to $3.6 milllion a year

or $18 million in five
years which would also
ensure sufficient funds
for the elections.

Dr. Mahathir believed
every member could af-
ford to contribute the
monthly $1 if he or she

- really wanted to.

He said Umno could,
if it wanted to, get dona-
tions {rom others, and in
fact there were people

" who would like to contri-

bute, but this would only

Umno members

' should instead stand on

their own feet. ‘‘History |

- has shown that those who |,

depended on others had
fallen in the end,’” Dr.
Mahathir said.

He also stressed the
importance of strength-
ening and safeguarding
party unity.

He advised members !
to study carefully before

taking any action which
might create disunity.

he Umno and the Go-
vernment were inter-re-
lated, he said. If one was
wecak then the other
would also be so.

He said Umno had
brought about many de-
velopments since inde-
pendence — much more
than would have been
achieved by the colonial
rulers.

' Proof of this could be
seen all round. Dr. Ma-
hathir said that on his
way by helicopter from

Alor Star to Kulim this :

morning, he could see
signs of many develop-
ment projects.

Dr. Mahathir, accom-

‘panied by Kedah Mentri

Besar Dato Seri Syed Ah-
mad Shahabuddin, was

escorted by about 50 |

Umno Youth motor-cy-
cle outriders to the
school hall after landing
at the Kulim padang.
He was given a tradi-
tional kompang and bun-
ga manggar welcome.
About 300 members at-
tended” the meeting.
Among those present
were national Umno pub-

man Palestin and senior
State Executive Council-

‘lor Haji Mohamed Mus-

lim bin Haji Othman.

{licity chief Haji Sulai- -
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