
les from here,. where re- 

The Government ac- 
search is bcmg under- 
taken to produce better 
cocoa hybrids with high- ccpts people who mi- 

grate to Malaysia with 
the hope that they will 
assimilate themselves 
with the local resi- 
dents, Deputy Prime 
Minister(Dr,Mahathir 
Mohamnei-s&d-Edaay; -..-- -. - Speaking to residents 
of Semporna near here, 
including some Filipino 
rcfugecs, he expressed 
the hope that wi;hc thn$ 
,assimilation, 
grants would be a ositi- 

K vc contribution to t c dc- 
vclopment of the coun- 
try. 

Hc said the Govern- 
ment did not prevent 
3coplc from settling 
L erc, nor wcrc migrants 
chased away. 

“We accept those whc 
have to leave their home. 
land due to certain prob. 
lcms and want to scttlc 
in this countrv.” he ad. 

;heir presence in the 
:ommunity would not 
civs rise to any prob- 

er yields. 

There arc more than 
~O.OOO refugees in the 
Semporna area. 

Dr. Mahathir and Dr. 
Siti Hasmah. on their se- 
cond da 
Sabah, X 

of their visit to 
ad a very light 

proDymme today. ‘, 
. . Mahathir made 

the speech at the resi- 

$r;b&g;t;: t;;Til;: 
ma Sri Semporna. 

The station, opened in 
1957, provided four mil- 
lion cocoa seeds to Pc- 
ninsular Malaysia and 
4 6 million seeds to Sa- 
bah last year. 

Dr. Mahathir later 
planted the latest high- 
yielding cocoa tree at the 
station. 

Oyster farm 

From Bukit Quion. he 
wed to the Sabah Soft- 
wood rcforestraiion 
pr jcct at Brumas, 45 
miles from here. ‘I 

The project is being 

He arrived in. an 
RMAF Nuri hclicoptar 
from Kota Kinabalu this 
morning and visited PU- 
lau. Buhai Dulang, about 
10 miles offshore, to look 
at the pearl culture in the 
State. 

undertaken by Sabah / 
Softwood Sdn Ehd 
joint venture bctv;kc~ 1 
the Sabah Fcundation 1 
and North Borneo Tim- I 
bcrs Ehd. 

Sal ah Softwood man- , 
agcr _&. W. McMyn said 
that 150,000 acres would 
be replanted with fast- 
growing and 
commercially-viable 
softwood by 1987. 

He said .the areas 
were being planted with 
exotic trees with a har- 
vesting cycle of on1 
en to 12 years, 7 

sev- 
aga nst a 

natural regeneration cy- 
cle of at least 40 years. 

Tonight, Dr. Mahathir 
attended a recc tion hos- 
ted by the loca P commu- 
nity, at. the community 

dqd. 
_ 

~ He said migration of 
ncoole within this archi 
beli;go was not unusual. 
It had been going on even 
b&ore the colonial days. 

There had cvcn been 

P 
eople from Sumatra, 
ava and Sulawesi who 

had migrated to the Pe- 
ninsula and made it their 
home. just as there were 
people in Sabah who had 
migrated from the Phil- 
ippines and Indonesia to 
look for jobs. 

He expressed the hope 
that the migrants would 
in time assimilate thcrn- 

i selves to become citizens 
/ of the country so that 

-.--- 

Dr. Mahathir. who 
was accompanicd’by the 
Chief Minister Datuk 
Harris Salleh and Datin 
Rupiah, was briefed on 
the oyster culture being 
undertaken by Kaya 
Pearl Sdn. Bhd., a joint- 
venture company with a 
Japanese concern. 

Dr. Mahathir was told 
of the difficulty in gct- 
ting oysters for the Cul- 
ti;rc due to a lack of 
divers. 

He was told that it 
took about three years to 
full 

& 
culture a pearl. 

c ‘also visited the co- 
coa research centre at 
Bukit Quion. about 24 mi 

.._____ 

centre ncre. 
Tomorrow, hr will vi- 

sit the Sekolah Islamiall 
here before leaving for 
Sandakan. 

----- 
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