More bumiputras
in business
now: Mahathir
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KOTA KINABALU,
Wed. — D ir.
Mohamad said today
fhe New IEconomic
Policy has brought a
gradual structural
change in the ¢conom-
ic activities of the
country, with greater
involvement of bumi-
putras.

Therc have also been
indications of greater ef-
forts by the private sec-
tor to fulfill the
Government's social and
cconomic policy, he said.

The Deputy Prime
Minister, opening the $30
million Kinabalu Inter-
national Hotel here this
cvening, said the hotel
was a shining example of
what could be achieved
by the bumiputras.

Plane delayed

The hotel is wholly
owned by bumiputras, 75
er cent of them Saba-
ans.

Dr. Mahathir arrived
here today with his wife,
Dr. Siti Hasmah, in an
RMAF Hercules 3130 for
O five-day visit.

The arrival was de-
layed for about an hour
because the RMAF Fok-
ker F28 jet he was to
have flown in developed
mechanical trouble.

He was given a‘cere-
monial welcome coniple-
te with red carpet and a

uard-of-honour moun-
ed by men of the 2nd
Royal Malay Regiment,
and was introduced to
State VIPs by the Chief
Minister, Datuk Harris
Salleh.

Dr. Mdhathir and Dr.
Siti Hasmah were later
ranted an audience by

he Yang Dipertua Nege-

ri, Datuk Hamdan Ab-
dullah, and Datin Du-
limah at the Istana.

This afternoon, Dr.
Mahathir was briefed by
Datuk Harris on develop-,

ment projects being car- !
ried out and planned for |

the State.

Speaking after the !
bric?i

ng, he called for
greater co-operation and
understanding among
politicians, tate Go-
vernment officials and
Federal officers to ensu-
re the full implementa-
tion of the projects.

Should there be friction
between the three groups,
the State would sufter.

He was thankful that
whatever differences that
had arisen between State
and Federal officers in Sa-
bah had now been overco-
me.

Later, in opening the ho-
tel, Dr. Mahathir said that
dynamic changes were ta-
king place in Sabah, increa-
sing the pace of devclop-
ment.

He praised the State Go- ‘

vernment for having a dy-
namic rural development
programme that could
s;f]ccd up the restructuring
of the social and economic
scctor in the State.

The Government's poli-
¢y of encouraging local pro-
cessing of timber would

ive an impetus to indus-
rialisation. -

He pleaged the Federal
Government's continued
cupport and assistance for
Sabah.

- State dinner

Earlier, the chairman of
the hotel, Datuk Haji Moha-
med Yassin Haji Hashim,
said it was possible for bu-
miputras to engage in any
kind of industry with deter-
mination and hard work.

Dr. Hasmah, who had a
scgurate programme, visi-
ted a health centre, a family
plannin§ association and a
nurses training school this
afternoon.

Tonight, Dr. Mahathir
and Dr. Hasmah attended a
State dinner at the Istana.
Present were Datuk Ham-
dan and Datin Dulimah, the
Chief Minister and his wife
Datin Rupiah, and other
State dignitaries.

This afternoon, Dr. Ma-
hathir received two che-
ques, cach for $67,832, from
teachers and other staff of
the State Education De-
partment, The cheques
Frescntcd by the Director of
Sducation, Encik Hussein
Ahmad, are for the Tun Ra-
zak and Tun Fuad Founda-
tions.
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