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KUALA LUMPUR, MAY 16 (BEgﬁkMA) == DR. MAriin IR MOMAMAD URGED
THE PEOPLE TODAY TO GIVE DUE RECOGNITION TO THE CONTRIBUTION MADE
EéEggACHERS, EOPLUTALLY THOSE WHO SERVE IN THE INTER{OGR AND ISOLATED
THE DEPUTY PRIME 1Miii{STER SAID THAT THOUGH THERE WERE CERTAIN
SHORTCOMINGS, HE BELIEVED THAT TEACHERS ON THE WHOLE HAD MADE
A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TG THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIOWAL EDUCATION POLICY IN THE COUNTRY.
DR« MAHATHIR, WHO IS ALSO EDUCATION MINISTER, WAS LAUNCHING
THE TEACHERS® DAY CELEBRATIONS AT THE DEWAN TUNKU CANSELOR AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA HERE. | [
HE HOPED HOWEVER THAT THE TEACHERS, WHILE CELEBRATING THE DAY,
WOULD REVIEW THEIR SHORTCOMINGS WITH A VIEW TO RECTIFING ..%M.
THiS €FFORT WAS ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT A8 TEACHERS EXISTEL

FOR THE STUDENTS AND A8 SUCH THE INTERESTS OF THE STURERTS SHuuwd
BE PLACED BEFORE THE{R OWN, -~ BERNAMA MORE 1150/YF
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DR, MAHATHIR ALSO SPOKE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF COOPéRATION AND
ggD§R$¥égDING BETWEEN PARENTS AND TEACHERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF
UGA ,
+W1TH'$ROPER UNDERSTANDING, WE WilLL BE ABLE TO REDUCE MISUN-
- DERSTANGINGS AND THIS UNDERSTANDING wWILL LEAD TO MORE COOPERATION
FOR GREATER PROGRESS,+ HE SAlD,

DR. MAHATHIR SAtD THAT MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND ALLEGATIONS WOULD
NOT BE BENEFICIAL TO ANYONE. ' : :

. IT WAS NOT FAIR TO BLAME ANY PARTY FOR THEIR CHILYREN’S WEAKNESS
IN THEIR STUDIES WITHOUT INVESTIGATING THE SITUATION., 5 WE }
TEAg:gﬁggpg:x'ggﬁggnz%?égrsangESCRzBED THE THEME OF THIS YEAR'S
. +DEDICATION AND DISCIPLIN A
FOR EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS+ AS VERY APT. SCIPLINE, THE BASIS
HE SAID THAT AT PRESENT, EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS WAS THREATENED

BY UNDESIRABLE INFLUENCES. IN TH M . -
1158 /YF E COMMUNITY BERNA&&,MGRE
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HE SA{D THAT VARIOUS UNDESIRABLE INFLUENCES SUCH AS ANTI-
NATIONAL ELEMENTS, IMMORAL ACTIVITIES, DRUG ABUSE AND OTHER ACT!-
VITIES THAT LED TO MORAL DEGRADATION EXISTED IN LARGE TOWNS SUCH
AS KUALA LUMPHRW . |

_CHILDREN EXPOSED TO SUCH ELEMENTS AND WOULD EASILY FALL PREY
TO THEM IF THEY WERE NOT TAUGHT PROPER VALUES IN LIFE.

HE SAID THAT IF TEACHERS COULD NOT PROVIDE SUPERVISION AND
GUIDANCE OR FAILED TO DISCIPLINE THEMSELVES, THEIR STUDENTS
WOULD NEITHER PROGRESS IN THEIR STUDIES MOR OBTAIN A SOUND MORAL

~ GROUND NG, ‘ . ,

+i BELIEVE YHAT THOUGH A STUDENT POSSESSES [NBORN CAPABILITY, HE
CAN STILL FALL [F HE 1S EXPOSED YO UNHEALTHY INFLUENCES IN HIS
SCHOOL,+ HE SA{D. |

DR. MAHATHIR ALSO REMINDED PARENTS THAT THEY COULD NOY ESCAPE
FROM THEIR RESPOMSIBILITIES OF SUPERVISING THE YOUNGER GENERATON
AND TEACHING THEM PROPER BEWAVIOUR, |

+OUR CHILDREN SPEND MORE TIME OUTSIDE THE{R SCHOOLS AND AS SUCH
THEY ARE MORE EXPOSED YO THE \INFLUENCES OF SOCIETY OUTSIDE,+
HE SAID, -~ BERNAMA MORE 1158(/VF :
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HE CALLED ON PARENTS TO IMPOSE STRICTER DISCIPLINE ON THEIR
CHILDREN AS wzil A3 ON THEMSELVES.
© EARLIER, DR. MuadATHIR SAID THAT 2.8 MILLION CHILDREN WERE
NOW ATTENDING FULLY GOVZIRNMENT ASSISTED SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTRY.
A ZOTAL OF 97,247 TEACHERS WERE TEACHING IN 7,250 FULLY-~AIDED
SCHOOLS,
DR, MAHATHIR SA{D THAT THE STATISTICS INDICATED THE MAGNITUDE
ESPLEETROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TEACHERS {N NATIONAL DEVE-
HE HOPED THAT THE ANNUAL TEACHERS® DAY CELEBRATIONS WOULDR
LEAVE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION ik THE
COUNTRY. =—— BERNAMA 1200/YF '
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EARLIER, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TEACHERS® DAY 1977 CELEBRATION
COMMITTEE, ENCIK KuM BOO, DESCRIBED THE OCCASION AS A POSITIVE
WAY OF RECOGHK!S{NE THE SERVICE OF TEACHERS,.

MORE THAN 3,000 "IATHERS ATTENDED THE GATHERING.

ALSO PRESENT WERE V+AZ DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER’S WIFE DR. SITH
HASMAHY EDUCATION DEPUTY MINISTER HAJI SALLEH JAFARUDDIN, THE
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF EDUCAT{ON, DATUK HAJ! MURAD MOMAMED NOOR
AND MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, — BERNAMA 1333/Al
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