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KUALA LUMPUR, JULY 3 (BERN’iMA)-T%E GOVER#MENT W ILL CONS I DER 
INCREASING THI? $5 MlLLlON ALLOCATED UNDER THE THIRD MALAYSIA 
PLAN TO CURB .DRUQ ABUSE, DGPUTY. PRIPIE MINI STER, DATUK SPRI DA, .. 

_MAHATH I R _MW\MAD SAI D TODAY. 
HE HOwEV&f?--STRESSED THAT THE ADDITIONAL ALLOCATION QOULD O\LY BE 

GIVEN AFTER SYSTEMAT!C PROGRAMMES HAD BEEN, MADE ON THE MATTER;; 
HE. TOLD BERNAMA THAT THOUGH -FHE ‘SUM I’IIGHT NOT I3E. EtdOUGH TO !\, 

fuCLY ERADICATE DRUG ABUSE AND ADDICTION, SEVERAL M~N~STHIES i, 
CONCERNED HA!) ALSO BEEN GIVEN ,ALLOCATION FOR THE SAME PURPOSE, 

DATUK SeRl DR. tvlAHATtil R SAI DD +WE RtiALl SE THE DRUG PROBLEM ; 
IS NOT ONLY ;iERIOUS IN TERMS OF ITS EFFECT ON ,THOSE iNVOLVEI BUTY 

WE ARE ALSO WORRIED THAT THE NUMBER ;OF DRUG ADDICTS WILL INCREASE,+ 
ON THE REHABlLlTATlON OF DRUG ADDICTS, HE SAID THE MAJOR 

PROBLEM FACED BY THE GOVERNMENT NOW WAS TO GET, TRAlNEU OFFICERS TO 
CHECK DRUQ ADDICTION. -BERNAMA MORE 1620/f4D 
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ACCORDIN TO HIM, THE GOVERN;dENT FACED ,TllE PROBLEM OF GETTING 
ENQUGH PLACES To REHA3lLlTATE ALL DRUG ADDICTS WHO NOW NUMiSpE? 
1cIo,QOc1 TO 150,000 1 N THE COUNTRY. 

AT PRESENT THERE WERE ONLY ABOUT 70,000 MEDS IN HOSPiTALS 
IN THE COUNTRY WH ICH WERE ENOUGH TO GI VE TREATMENT TO PATIENTS 
BETWEEN ONE TO THREE DAYS OR A-f THE MOST TWO TO THREE MONTHS 
FOR ANY PATIENT. 

EVERY ADDICT REQUI RED BETWEEN. ONE TO THREE YEARS, TREATMENT, 
HE SAID. 

DATUK SERI i3R. MAHATHIR, WHO iS ALSO EDlSATlON MINISTER 
SAID THE AUTHORITIES REALISED THAT THERE WERE A SMALL NUMBEh OF 
STUDENTS WHO WERE INVOLVED IN DRUG ABUSE. 

THE MATTER, HE SAID, WAS BEING STUDIED BY THE l4INISTRY IN 
THE SCHOOLS INVOLVED. 

HE URGED PARENTS TO SUPER’JI SE THEIR CHILDREN ESPECIALLY WHEN 
THEY WERE IN THE HOUSE. 

DATUK -SERI DR. MAHATHI R HOPED THAT PARENTS DID NOT GIVE TOO 
MUCH FREEPOM TO THEIR CHILDREN ANIZ SHOULD ALWAYS WATCH, THEIR, 
ACTIVITIES, 

HE STRES3ED THAT ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER THE LAW WOULD BE INEFFE- 
CTIVE WITHOUT THE FULLEST COOPERATION .AND: SERIOUS CONSIDERATI~ON 
FROM THE PEOPLE ESPECIALLY THE PARENTS. -113ERNAMA 162S/MD 
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