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PENANG, Tues. - 
Democracy in Malaysia 
is not dead, Deputy Prime 
?ilinister 

F) 
ato Seri Dr. 

Mahathir Mohanx&said 
herdast-night~- 

*‘Its sucwss here is 
hased on the rational thiuk- 
ing and co-operation of the 
various races,” he added. 

Dalo Scri Dr. Mahathir, 
speaking at a state dinner 
at the?Lasa Sayang Hotel at 
which he and his wife, Datin 
Scrl Dr. Siti Hasmah, were 
the guests of honour, said 
the National Front govern- 
ment was formed bwause 
Umno was a democratic 
party which wanted to 
share its powers with 
others. 

“Umno is.’ willing to 
share its powers to create 
political stability in the 
country.” hesaid. 

Hc call4 on all political 

parties to co-operate and 
ensure this stability, m- 
stead of harping on issues 
that might create mis- 
understanding. 

The Deputy Premier 
said there were some Ma- 
layslans who had criticised 
Malaysia when comparihg 
her with omer developed 
countries. f 

PEACEFUL 

“They say openly that 
Malaysia has not been able 
to achieve her aims,” he 
said. 

“However, we have seen 
much progress since Mer- 
deka. This has been made 
possible because our people 
understand democracy and 
its limilatio*.” 

He said thabthough race 
was a serious problem, Ma- 
laysia was able to handle it 

well compared with other 
countries. 

Malaysia fact4 the pro- 
blem without emotion, but 
with goodwill and brother- 
hood, in line with the aims 
of creating a united. peace- 
ful and just society. 

On dissatisiactlonamong 
the people, he said the pre 
blem could be solved 
through negoliation. 

The problem also pro- 
‘vailcd in most countries 
and was not peculiar to Ma- 
laysia. 

Touching on disparity 
between the rich and poor, 
he said the problem was not 
as serious as reported in a 
New York magazine. 

He critic&d the writer 
of the article and pointed 
out that in New York itself 
there were differences bct- 
wecn the rxh and poor 
groups in Harlem. 
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