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ALOR STAR, . AUG, 28 (BERNAMA) ~= THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, -
DATUK SER| DR,MAHATHIRIMOHAMAD, DAY PREDICTED THAT MALAYSIA WOULD-
HAVE A BRIGHTER ECONOMIC GROWTH ::IOUGH FOREIGN INVESTMENT WAS NOT

VERY ENCOURAGING DUE TO THE PRES: 4T WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATION,
MALAYSIA, HE SAID, RECORDED Ax ALL~TIME HIGH TRADE SURPLUS OF
$1,537,1 MILLION IN $HE FIRST FI' 2 MONTHS OF THIS YEAR = 37 PERCENT
H14RER"THAN TRAT DURING THE CORR: SPONDING PERIOD LAST YEAR.
DATUK SER!_DR.MAHATHIR TOLD REPORTERS AT JITRA, 12 MILES FROM
MERE, THAT ALTHOUGH THE SPEED OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE IMPLE-
MENTATION OF THE THIRD MALAYSIA PLAN FOR THE FIRST YEAR WAS NOT
VERY ENCOURAGING, 1T NEVERTHELESS HAD ACHIEVED ITS TARGET,
. IT HAD BEEN THE PRACTICE OF THE GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE THAT ALL
PROJECTS 'UNDER THE SECOND MALAYSIA PLAN WERE COMPLETED REFORE
PROJECTS UNDER THE THIRD MALAYSIA PLAN WERE LAUNCHED,
THE GOVERNMENT REALISED THAT THERE WOULD T'E A SHORTFALL OF

BETWEEN TEN TO 20 PERCENT IN THE WHOLE FiVE-YEAR—PLAN PROJECTS, |
HE 8AID, ~~ BERNAMA MORE 1640/YF .
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BUT THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT KNOW HOW FAR THE SHDRTFALL WOULD RE
UNTIL THE MID-TERM REVIEW WAS CARR!ED OQUT AT THE END-OF THE YEAR,
DATUK SER| DR,MAHATHIR ADDED,

HE STRESSED. THAT ON THE WHOLE, THE GOVERNMENT WAS SATISFlED WITH
THE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE PAST,

HE HOPED IT WOULD CONTINUE TO DO SO TO IMPROVE THE NATION?S
ECONOMIC GROWTH IN FUTURE, -

EARLIER DATUK SERF DR, MAHATHIR CHAJRED A CLOS!D-DOOR MEETING
OF THE KURANG PASU BARISAN NASIONAL COMM!TTEE AT THE UMNO HOUSE
IN JiTRA, —=~ BERNAMA 1G644/YF - v e
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