
DATUK SERl (DR.) MAHATHBR SAlD POSITIVE STEPS MUST 7;E 
ADOPTED TO REDUCE THE ‘IMPACT OF THE CURRENT CRISIS, 

1-1 BELIEVE WE STILL HAVE THE ABVLDTY RESOURCES AND SlNCERlTY 
T0 TAKE APPRQPR1ATE STEPS AND ACTlON FOk THE SAKE OF OUR COMMON 
INTERESTS,+ HE ADDED, 

THE DEPUTY PRIM MINISTER FELT THAT THE LIFE OF THE 
FORESTS COULD BE E.XTENDED BY 35 YEARS IF FOREST LhND WAS CLEARED 
FOR AGRBCULTURE AT THE REWIRED RATE OF ABOUT 1.4c3,;oor3 ACRES A YEAR 
lNSTEAD OF THE PRESENT AVERAGE RATE OF 6Bo,c3c~ ACIIES, 

9ATUM SERl (DR. ) MAHATHl R POINTED OUT THAT THE TIMtiER INDUSTRY 
PN THE COUNTRY REGAM IN THE 193mS AND DEVELOPED FAST, 

THE INDUSTRY NOW BROUGHT OUT VARIOUS PRODUCTS AND OFFERED 
EMPLOYMENT DIRECTLY TO ABOUT 50,auo PEOPLE AND INDIRECTLY To THOUSANB 
MORE, -- BERNAMA MORE 151J5/SZ 

,IA&THI~-~OREST 3 KUALA LUMPUR ’ 

+WE MUST BEAR fN MIND HOW SER:cUS THE IMPLKATiKlNS IrllhL. BE 
TO THE NATION’S SQCIO-ECONOMIC S “~BiLl7-y IF THE TliMFER INDUSTRY 
SUFFERS+ HE SAID, 

UNCON’fROlLED OPEN IN’2 OF FORES-7 LAND %M THE LASl’ &IX YEA 
CAUSED AEOUT vj.5 MILLiON.ACRES OF LAND TO I!E CLEAf?ED AND L 
ALONE lyo15 MPLLlON ACRES WERE LOGGED HE ADDED. 

ACCORDING To DATUK sfm (DR,) MAHA~H~R, THOUGH t,i Mike 
OF THE CLEARED LAND WERE FOR AGRrCUtTURAL DEVELOPMENT, THE 
1.4 MILLION ACRES NEED NOT WAVE k\EEN OPENED IMMEDLATELY, 

DATUK SERl (DR,) MAHATHi R SAlD ONLY 540,000 ACRES OF 
PERMANENT FOREST RESERVES HAD COME UNDER REAFFORESTATION 1 

RS HAD 
&ST YEAR 

ION ACRES 
: REMAINING 

N THE PAST 
20 YEARS. 

THE’FPGURE WAS LOW COMPARED hill& THE AVERAGE 680,DOCj ACRES LOGGED 

IN T#k l,AST SIX YEARS ABOUT 1.4 MILLION ACa: 
_ _._ _._ _ .._ ..I._ 

;;OkD;;;“ED COMPARED WlTk i25,QQn ACRES Ti-1 
?ES OF FOREST LAND HAD 

RT HAD BEEN REHABSLBTATED, 
B - Y -e BERNAMA MORI E 2525/SZ 



. . - _T 

MAHATHOR - 'i6RES7 4 KUALA LUMPUR 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MlNiSTER SA13 THE MEETING WOULD DISCUSS AN 
iMPORTANT WORKlNG PAPER - THE NATtONAL FORESTRY POLICY - AS A 
STEP TOWARDS SOLVING THE CURRENT PROBLEMS. 

THE NATIONAL FORESTRY COUNCIL WAS STILL DISCUSSING_ A DRAFT OF 
THE NATIOKAL FORESTRY POLICY DESPITE BEING FORMED SIX YEARS AGO, 
HE ADDED. 

HE HOPED THE MEETING WOULD ACCEPT THE DRAFT UNANIMOUSLY AND 
AVOID ANY PQSTPONEMENT. 

THE MEETlNG WOULD ALSO STUDY A WORKlNG PAPER ON THE REVIEW 
OF FORESTRY LAWS, 

THE PROVISIONS'CONTAINED IN THE LAWS lhlTRODUCE3 41 YEARS AGO 
WERE OUTDATED AND HAD WEAKENED THE ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY, HE 
SAID, 

THE PROVIStONS NEED TO FtE REVISED TO SUIT THE CURRENT DEVE- 
LOPMENT ASPECTS, WE ADDED. --i,ERNAMA MORE 155l/MD 

MAHATH~R-FOREST 5 KUALA LUMPUR 

DR, MAHATHlR SAID THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENY WAS WYLbtNC TO SPONSOR 
FOREST REHAFl~,lTATDON WORK IF THE STATE OGOVERNMENTS WERE PREPARED 
TO MAKE THE AREAS WHERE REHABILOTATION WAS CARRIED OUT AS PERMANENT 
FOREST RESERVES. -- FERNAMA 5555/SZ _ _ .- . 
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