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[ahathir
on law-
makers
and the
judiciary

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues, — Deputy
Prime Minister| Dato Seri Dr. Maha-

‘dence of the judiciary also implied the
independence of the legislature from

the judiciary.

|

He said there was a tendency .for" institutions
wishing to be autonomous to believe thatiwhile,
others should not interfere in their affairg they .

should be free to intrude in the affairs and 4
surp the functions of others. .

Dato Seri Dr. Maha-
thir was chairing the
first Tun Abdul Razak
memorial lecture by Jus-
tice IE.M. Fernando of
the Philippines at the,
Universit}\: of Malaya
here tonight.

He said: ‘'While the
legislative wing should
not .assume judiciary
roles or seek to direct the
judiciary, the judiciary
should not attempt to
force its views on the
legislature.

" workmanlike document

for the past 20 years.
‘“However, current
events make me think
that our constitution
should also s%ell out the
duties owed by -citizens
to the State and to each
other as does,I believe,
the constitution of the
Philippines,’” he said.
Dato Seri Dr, Maha-
thir also praised the Na-
tional Liand Code as ano-
ther of the late Tun Ab-

P

'thir Mohamad said today the indepen- -~

‘‘To do so especially
when accompanied by
threats may result in a
confusion of roles and
. the eventual destruction
: of the independence of
the judiciary itself,'’ he
added.

Dato Seri Dr. Maha-
thir also said it was fit-
ting that the series of an-
nual lectures formerly
known as the Braddel
memorial lectures
should, when delivered
in Kuala Lumpur, be
renamed after the late
Tun.

Paying tribute to the
late Tun, he said Tun

Abdul Razak was not
only a politician but also
a lawyer, .

“*Had he practised law,
I have no doubt that he
would have made a
name for himself, but in-
stead he chose to apply
his legal training to the
administration of the
country,” he added.

He said the late Tun
was a valued mentor and |
colleague of his. i

‘'The late Tun was an
adroit politician, a
superb administrator

with the capacity to tran-
slate dreams into
realities, a true demo-
crat, and as demon-
strated by his many ac-
tlons a statesman in
Malaysia and the inter-
national scene,” he ad-
ded,

Dato Seri Dr. Maha-
thir mentioned that the
late Tun also layed a
Freat part in tge draft-.
ng of the present consti-
tution which had sur-

vived as a highly

dul Razak‘s achieve-
ments in the field of law.

He said the late Tun's

diplomacy and tact had
gersuaded Malaysian

tates to agree that the
law relating to land be
embodied  in one docu-
ment, namely the Na-
tional Land Code.

Justice Enrique M.
Fernando, in his lecture,
said that adherence to
constitutionalism was al-
ways sorely tested du-
ring a period of emer-
gency.

His paper was entitled;
Government Powers and.
Human Rights in Times’
of Emergency, a brief
survei; of the Malaysian
and Phi
tions.

Justice Fernando said

a balance must be struck
between the conflicting
claims of liberty and au-
thority.

“V&’henever possible,
it is my submission that

preference should be ac-’

corded human rights.

It is my further sub-
mission that a judicious
appraisal of contempo-
rary events in both your
country and mine shows
that such a happy state
hasd been attained in this
trying period of our re-
spective national exis-
tence,” he said.

Justice Flernando said
the fame of the late Tun

lippines Constitu-

Abdul Razak has spread .

far and wide, lvery few
men who had occupied
such a position of respon-
sibility and leadershi

had fulfilled their tas

with such competence
and ability. .~ "
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