
KUALA LUMPUR, 
Thurs. - ‘._ The 
Federal Government 
has no intention of sei- 
zing the power of the 
Kelantan Government 
in introducing emer- 

5 
cncy rule in the 
tate, Deputy Prime 

Minister(Dato Seri Dr. 
Mahathir~_Mo.h__jniad- 
told-the Dewan Rak- 
yat yesterday. 

“Our intention is to 
bring back peace and ad- 
minister the State in a 
proper manner. 

“WC hope this will help 
rcducc the tension and cna- 
blc those involved in the 

wrisis to forget the past and 
start ufrcsh ” he said. 

Data Scr\ Dr. Mahathir 
said this when winding up 
the debate on a Bill to put 
Kclantan under Federal 

r%%:%r%?l:::; 
about 2 a.m. 

He said he was confident 
that all quarters wouldllike 
to see the situation in Kelan- 
tan return to normal as soon 
as possible. 

This could be done If 
there were no moves to inci- 
te the people’s feelinEs. ci- 
th&r$cretly or operiiy; he 

“We will find ways to 
withdraw the emergency 
administration when the sit- 
uation is a bit better bc- 
cause such a rule constitu- 
tes an additional burden on 

~~s;;deral G&ernmentl” 

Datd Seri Dr. Mahathir 
said the Federal Govern- 
ment was still prepared to 
find a political solution or 
other solutions to the prob- 
lem while the emergency 
rule was being enforced. 

The political’ crisis, he 
said, was still unsolved but 
it did not mean that the 
authorities would not try to 
overcome it because “we 
believe and are confident 
that only by solving the po- 
litical crisis that can we 
improve the situation in the 
State.” 

“But what should we do 
in the mcantimc? Should we 
lcavc the situation as it is 
now until WC find a dolutlon 
to the crisis which is diffi- 
cult to solvc:~“’ he asked. 

“As I mentioned earlier, 
we have tried to solve the 
crisis through several for- 
mulae until they became a 
mockery in the Press with 
one formula after another 
being formulated by so and 
so. It seemed the problem is 
still unsolved,” he said. 

Dato Seri Dr. Mahathir 
told the House that the Go- 
vcrnment had tried to stop 
the no-confidence vote on 
the Kelantan Mentri Beaar 
from being taken up to the 
State Assembly. 

“The Honourable Prime 
Minister had attempted to 
find ways to avoid the pas- 
sing of the vote because ac- 
cording to the information 
we received. there was a 
possibility that a State of 
chaos might occur. if the ,-- 

I 

iote %a8 passed. s 
“Unfortunately, such a 

solution was rejected by 
PAS which said it was its 
right (to table the motion) 
and if it wanted to remove 
(the Mentri Besar) nobod 
has the rlght to atop it. & 
also said it has the right to 
decide on the replacement. 

“Therefore, we tried to 
atop the vote of no confidcn- 
ce from being passed but 
since the Prime Minister’s 
advice was not accepted, it 
went through and was pas- 
scd by the State Assembly, 
and what we had predicted 
earlier now became a reali- 
ty. 

“However. we had made 
cfiorts to solve the crisis 
through political means.” 
he said. 

Data Scri Dr. Mahathir 
reitcratcd that the Govcrn- 
mcnt always believed in 
goodwill and with the spirit 
of goodwill, the crisis could 
be solved through a compro- 
mise. 

“That was why when an 
onoosition member introdu- 
ted a motion in the House to 
discuss the Kelantan af- 
fairs. I requested or in fact 
informed the Speaker that 
efforts to solve the crisis 
were being made and there 
was a possibility that it 
would succeed. 

“Any debate in the 
House on the crisis might 
only worsen the situation. 
This was one of the ways to 
solve the crisis through po- 
litical means but unfortuna- 
tely, we failed. 

“Kelantan now does not 

have an effective Govern- 
ment and a Government 
that can administer the 
State is really needed now 
in order to carry out deve- 
lopment projects for the 
people. 

“All Government busi- 
nesses could not be carried 
out properly because there 
are no effective Executive 
Council and Mentri Beaar in 
Kelantan. 

“This has led to the pre- 
sent situation and while the- 
se matters are being stud- 
ied and a political solution 
could be formulated, we 
have to take immediate ac- 
tion because we just cannot 
wait any longer to see that 
the crisxz. is solved by politi- 
cal means. That is why we 
formulated this law,” Data 
Scri Dr. Mahathir said. 

The Government alsc 
realised that the sltuytion in 
Kelantan was a bit better 
now but this was because 
the authorities were forced 
to increase the number 01 
police personnel there from 
1,000 to 5.000 men. 

Earlier, Dato Seri Dr, 
Mahathir refuted a state 
ment by the MP for Nilam 
Pm-i, Datuk Haji Mohamed 
Asri bin Haji Muda. whc 
said the emergency rule 
was declared in Kelantar 
“as a matter of convenien 
ce.” 

Dato Scri Dr. Mahathil 
said this was an emergency 
of inconvenience because 01 
the inconveniences caused, 
not only to the Kelantar 
people but also Cabinet Min. 
lsters who had gone througt 

sleepless nights trying to 
find ways to solve the crisis. 

“The member from Ni- 
lam Puri also said Malaysia 
had made three emergency 
proclamations which he 
said was a record if we 
compare with other develo- 
ping-and newly-independent 
nations. 

“But most nations which 
obtained their inde enden- 
ce after the Secon J World 
War are no longer dcmo- 
cratlc couhtries. Most of 
them are now ruled by dic- 
tatorial governments,” 
Dato Seri Dr. Mahathir 
said. 

“Although Malaysia has 
made three emergency ro- 
clamations. it is still a x he- 
ring firmly to the principles 
of dcmocrncy. We do not 
declare emergency as a! 
matter of convenience.” 

On Datuk Asri’s state 
mcnt that Federal Territory; 
and Local Government Min- 
ister Haji Hassan Adli was 
no more a PAS member, 
Dato Seri Dr. Mahathlr said 
he was confident that the 
statement was mentioned inI 
good faith and not aimed at 
causing embarrassment to 
the Prime Minister. 

“This situation arose be-t 
cause there was no move to, 
leave the National Front’ 
and we welcome this, be-, 
cause it is a fact that we 
would like to have every- 
body, including the oppoai- 
tion, in the National Front. 

“But the complications1 
in the Cabinet set-up should’ 
not be used to embarrass 
Zlh,edPrime Minister,” he ad-, 

. 

. 
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