
MUALA l%iMPU?%, Tues. - 
Deputy Prime Minister Dato 
Scrl fir Mahathir__Mohamad 
iefuted-fo.day an allegation 
that the Dewan Negam 1s a 
politically patronlsed Instru. 
ment. 

Hc told the Dew&n Rakyat 
he was of the opinion the Sena- 
te was very useful to the na- 
tion because Its members, 
being appointed by the various 
Slate Legislative Assemblies 
and the Yang Dig. ‘z,, 
Agung, were ex 
ple 01 high cali 16 

eriencod peo- 
rc. 

Dato Serl Dr Mahathir was 
replyln 
Wing ( B 

to Mr Ngan Slon 
AP-Kinta) who aske 8 

whether the authorities would 
consider taklng steps to 
amend the Federal Constltu- 
tfon to abollsh the Ycnate as it 
had been abused as an instru- 
ment of polltical patronage 

over the years. 
“The Senate also gives an 

opportunity to minority 
groups to voice their opinions 

;&&!~[n;$$?;~~;: 
Dato Seri Dr Ma athir sald. 

The Government, he salA, 
had no intention to amend ille 
Federal Constttutlon to aboli- 
sh the Dewan’Negara. 

“The resent Government is 
satisfie B with the role belng 
played by the Dewan Nega- 
ra,” he said. 

To another question by Dr 
Chen Man Hin, Dato Serl Dr 
Mahathir said the Govern. 
ment had no lans 

1: 
at present, 

to set up a “t Ink tank institu. 
te” of inde cndent experts tc 
solve prob ems like national P 
unity, povcr;y and education, 

The Government, he added, 
already had several Mfn- 

istrlcs and de artments to stl;- 
dy and solve t e problems rai- R 
sed by Dr Chen. 

The authorities, he said, aho 
bad rega!ztions and methods 
to enable officers and 
ex ert9 Iron1 local un!ver- 
sit P es and individuals with spe- 
ciflc expertise to exchange 
ideas and opinions on prob- 
lems that needed to be stud- 
ied. 

“It should be remembered 
that other countries who have 
‘independent think tanks’ arc 
not more successful ln solving 
their problem3 because the 
‘think tanks’ are not commit- 
ted and are too academic,‘; he 
Sdd. 
However, Dato Sert Dr >$a- 

hathlr said, the Government 
was always prepared to ac- 
cept pro osals or apinionu 
from any K ody regarding nit- 
tional problems. 

. 
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