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HKUALA LUMPUR Tues.
Deputy Prime Mlnlster Dato
Serl Dr Mahathir_Mohamad
refuted today an allegation
that the Dewan Negara Is a
politically patronised instru-
ment.

He told the Dewan Rakyat
he was of the opinion the Sena.
te was very useful to the na-
tion because its members,
being appointed by the various
State Leglslative Assemblies
the Yang Dip.

kL

: Apung, were experiencea peo-

ple of high calibre.

Dato Serl Dr Mahathir was
replying to Mr Ngan Sion
Hing (DAP-Kinta) who aske
whether the authorities would
consider taking steps to
amend the Federal Constitu.
tion to abolish the Senate as {t
had been abused as an Instru-
ment of political patronage

over the years.

‘““The Senate also gives an
opportunity te minority
groups to veice their opinions
because they might not been
able to win g’n elections,”’
Dato Seri Dr Ma. athir said.

The Government, he sais,
had no intention to amend iue
Federal Canstitution te aboli.
sh the Dewan~Negara.

‘“The present Government is
satisfled with the role being
played by the Dewan Nega-
ra,”” he said.

To another guestion by Dr
Chen Man Hin, Dato Seri Dr
Mahathir said the Govern-
ment had no plans at present,
to set up « “‘think tank institu.
te’’ of independent experts to
solve problems like national
unity, poverily and education.

The Government, he added,
already had several Min-
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istries and departiments to stu-
dy and solve the problems raj-
sed by Dr Chen

The .mthsrmes he sald, also
had regulations and metheds
to enavie officers and

erte from Jocal univer-
slt es and individuals with spe-
cific expertise to exchange
ideas and opinions on preb-
lems that neceded to be stud-
ied.

“It should be remembered
that other countries who have
‘independent think tanks® arc
not more successful In solving
thelr problems because the
‘think tanks’ are noi commit-
ted and are tco academic,’” he
said.

However, Dato Serl Br Ma- |
hathir sald, the Government
was always prepared to ac-
cept progosals or opinions
from anybody regarding na-
tional problemns.
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