SUSPEND OFF-SEASON PLANTING, FALY Fambzid URGLD
Y - )
. ALOR STAR, JAN. 16 {BERNAMA ESY ~= DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DATUr

RI DR, MAHATHIR MOMAMAD HAS ADVISED PADI FARMERS IN THE MUDA
EERiCULTMR&& DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AREA TU SUSPEND OFF-SEASON
PLANTIRG NEXT MONTH AS DIRECTED BY THE GOVERNMENT. =~

HE SAiD TOBAY THE GOVERNMENT HAD 1SSUED THE DIRICTIVE TO AVOHD
INUED HARDSHIP FOR THE FARMERS. » o
cougﬂi PRESEWT DIFFICULTY COULD BE GVENCOME IF THE FARMERS
FOLLOWED STRICTLY THE GOVERNMENT'S ARVIiCE AND TQOK THE MEASURES

OUTL INED BY 1T TO WELP {NCREASE THEIR {WCOME, HE AUDED, |
 OTHERWISE, THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY THAT MANY OF THEM WOULD
EXPERIENCE MOKE LOSSES IN FUTURE, HE POVRTED OUT,

. DATUK SERi DR, MAHATHIR, WHO IS A4LSO TAZ MINISTER OF TRADE

AND INDUSTRY, HAD EARLIER BEEN BRIEFED ON THE DROUGHT SITUATION i+
THE ARE4 BY MADA CHAIRMAN DATUK SYED NAHAR SHAHABUDDIN AT THE
AUTHORTY®S OPERATIONS ROOM iN TELUK CHENGAI NEAR HERE.

C ALSU PRESENT WERE PERLIS MENTER! BESAR DATUK HAJI -JAAFAR HASSAN,
. KEDAX EXECUTIVE COUNCILLOR ENCIX MOHAMAD ABU BAKAR BIN RAUTIN
IBRAH(M WHO REPRESENTED THE KEDAH MENTER| BESAR AND HEADS OF FARMERS
ASSOCIAYIONS [N THE MUDA AREA OF KEDAH 'AND PERL!S.
{ DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR SAID WATER WOULD STILL BE RELEASED INTG
- ;yﬁvgﬁgaaﬁramu CANALS DESPITE THE SUSPENSION OF THE OFF=SEASON
THE WATER WaS FOR THE DAILY NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE, SUCH AS FOR
IRINKING AND BATHING, AS IT WAS INSUFFICIENT FOR CULTIVATION OF
PAD] GR OTHER CROPS, HE SAID,
I¥ THE WATEW WAS USED FOR CROPS, THE CLEANLINESS OF WATER FOR
ILY NEEDS WOLLD BE AFFECTED AND THE CROPS WOULD WILT DUE TO
INSUF7 ICIENT SUPPLY, KE ADLED, -
CROP FAILURE BECAUBE OF INSUFFICIENT WATER COULD PROMPT
THE FARMERS 70 ASK FOR COMPENSATIOM, AND THIS MIGHT GIVE AN
CP.ORUTWHITY FOR ANTI-NATIONAL ELEMENTS TO BELITTLE THE
COVEINMHENT, DATUK SERI DRe MAHATHIR SAiD.-
( 64 W.TER RATES OF THE FARMERS, HE SAID THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
. 3%2%5 CONSLDER PROVIDING & SO PER CENT SUBSIDY TO FARMERS THIS
: ,
© A REFUND YOULYD BE MADE TO FARMERS WHO HAD ALREADY PAID THE RATES.
THE ACERAGE ANNUAL WATER RATES COLLECTED FROM FARMERS IN THE MUDA
AREA §% KEDAK AND PERLIS AMOUNTED TO $1.2 MILLIONe THIS MEANT A
QOVERNMENT SUBSIDY OF $600,000 THIS YEAR, DATUK SER| DR.
MAMATHIR SA{T. : |
" ON THE 86,3 MILLION COMPENSATION PROMISED BY THE MINISTER OF
RICULTURE, DATUK SHARIFF AHMAD, HE SA}D IT WOULD ONLY BE
PAID T¢ THE 20,500 TENANT FARMERS. »
{ HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO COMPENSATE THE $1¢9
MILLiOK LOS8 YHAT WOULD BE INCURRED WITH THE SUSPENSION OF THE
OFF~SEASON B ANTING, ‘ ‘ |
§T ONLY GOMPENSATED A PERCENTAGE OF THE LOSSES AND NOT THE COST OF
THE TOTAL AMOUNT GF PAD! LGSS, HE POINTED OUTe .
_DAYUK SERI DR. MAHATAIR, WHO RETURNED TO KUALA LUMPUR THIS
KTYERRQON, MAD AN AERIAL VIEW OF THE AFFECTED AREAS AND THE MUDA
DAMe  _npowaMa BS 1900/M |
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