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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. — Deputy Prime Min.

ister |Datuk Seri_ Dr. _Mahathir Mohamad, today
called for a total effort by rich and advanced °f

countries to help build the economic ‘“‘pyramids of

Asean.”

He said Asean natural resources and abundant educated
labour, West Asian wealth and financial acumen and the
advanced technology and organisation of Japan, the United
States and Kurope could be harnessed to turn the pyramids
into a triangle of growth.

““We see this tripartite arrangement as the most natural
answer to Ascan countries’ desire to develop their econo-
mies and the desires of West Asian and developed countries
for maximum profits and maximum use of resources.’ .

‘ve and enterprise for the
socio-economic develop-
" ment of the country."
Datuk Seri Dr. Maha-
thir said for some, the
short-term advantages

investing in develo-
gmg countries might not
e very obvious.

However, these would
become very clearly evi-
dent in future because of
changing trends in world
economies.

It was becoming a
fact of life that the high
costs of materials, trans-
port, labour and land
were threatening the
existence - of manufac-
turing companies in de-
veloped countries.

jow rich nations

structural changes in in-
dustry would certainly
cause temporary disrup-
tions in the economies of
developed countries.

‘“However, if we are
to look towards the wel-
fare of the world in
terms of our global abili-
ty to manufacture goods
and services at the most
efficient and economic
level, then these tempo-
rary disruptions must be
accepted as the cost of
progress.

A new order
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New trends

“However, in the long
run, economic history
has proven that these
changes will bring about
total national benefit.

“The world today is
seeing ' such structural
changes taking place on
an international scale.”

Companies in develo-
ped countries were fin.
ding that to survive, they
must either accept de-
creasing profits or move
their operations to areas
where they could conti-
nue their operations
more economically.

The Asean region, he
said, was in a position to
accept and sustain man-
ufacturing operations
that wished to utilise its
abundant and low-cost
raw materials, abundant
sué)ply of low-cost educa-
ted manpower and the
of

vast availability

_ “'While the West must
increasingly concentrate
on high technology prod-

' uction, we in Asean are

rcady to manufacture

tproducts that do not

make any economic sen-
se for them to be manu-
factured in developed
nations,”

" Datuk Seri Dr. Maha-

[thir said such global

- alisation of production

rocesses is one valid
ong-term answer to the
roblem of inflation and
increasing costs of goods
and services.

‘‘The developed na-
tions must have the cou-

i rage to accept this chal-

lenge of restructuring
and to help us, and in the
long run, help them-
selves, in our efforts to
create a new economic
order based upon the
most efficient use of
productive resources.

“*We in Malaysia. and
in Asean are ready to
accept this challenge
and to offer all the neces-
sary facilities and incen-
tives for viable manufac-
turing operations within
our region, not only to
supply the rcgion, but
also the world.”™ |

Datuk Seri Dr. Maha-
thir expressed the hope
that the conference
would bring about the
realisation of at least a
few projects between in-
diviual Asean countries,
West Asia and developed
countries.

**Given the will of all
concerned, we may lay
the foundation stones for
the pyramids of Asean,”
he said.
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