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“But we must not 
deny the effects and role 
of material wealth to the 
extend that we reject it 
completely, ” he added. 
It is able to rovide a 
comfortable 11 e, as wel! 7 
as to strengthen our faith 
and adherence to Islam 
itself.” 

Datuk Seri Dr. Maha- 
thir said: “Many of those 
born into Islam are no 
longer Muslims because 
they have fallen into PO- 

verty.” 
He added that it was 

stated in the Quran that 
to be poor is to approach 
faithlessness. 

BANGI, Sun. - Deputy Prime Minister 
Qatuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad --._ ~___ - 
sjid-~tod-~vi~asnot-the aim of tTii?Ne~~ 
Economi: Policy to make everyone 
rich. 

It was a general policy, he said, to reduce the 
imbalances between various races, and to era- 
dicate “absolute” poverty. 

“On the average. 
large number of people ” -’ ~~-fi~t~k-~&i Dr. Maha_ 
would have benefitled I air argued that the cri- 
from its impjcmcnta- tics of the Government 

tion at Universiti Ke-I “If there are no bumi- 
bangsaan here, he warn- Putra millionaires, then 
ed against the forum the,rc would be COG- 

being used to lnount ))a- pl?lnts that Only non-bu- 
selcss attacks on Go- mtp”tras enjoy the 
vernmcnt politics. wealth of the country. 

He said the Malays “On the other hand, if i 
should be thankful for there were only loo hu- 1 

the many benefits they mlWtra milllonaircs, I 

had enjoyed under the then IhlS figure is cited ! 
New Economic Policy. as proof that only a few t 

Datuk Seri Mahathir bumiputras get rich as a i 
said it had often been r’csuh of the New Eco- 
found “convenicrlt” and- nomic Policy,” hc said. 

The Deputy Prime “PoPular” to,Pln the b!a- Minister said the weal_ 

Fd: ~~$$s~$oa$~r$~ty thy had their responsi- 

‘l’he four-day pro- ’ 
gramme of seminars and 
workshops is organised 
b 

r 
the university’s Fac- 

u ty of Economics and 
Management. Speakers, 
including a number of 
pl ominent economists, 1 
are expected to review 
various aspects of the 

ures were often distorted ! 
in order to present a pes- 
simistic prcturc of the 
economic plight of the 
Malays. 

Slogans, such as “the 
poor gets poorer and the 
rich gets richer,” were 
often used to attract sup- 

nort and cheers for these 
‘armchair critics, he ad- 
ded. 

Another popular argu- 
ment, he sard, was to say 
that only a handful of 
bumiputras benefitted 
from the New Economic 
Policy. 

“The truth has no pla- 
ce to people who have 
other motives besides 
the aims and goals of the, 
discussions being held,” 

/ he said. 

bilities to society.-They 
were subject to higher 
taxes, either directly in 
the form of income 
taxes, or indirectly 
through the luxury goodi 
they buy. 

Datuk Seri Mahathir 
also warned against 
“overstatement and 

nomic problem is a seri- 
ous one and is not easy to 
overcome,” he said. The ’ 
solutions, he added 1 
must be based on fact; ; 

, 
and correct information. i 

Materialistic ’ 
‘The plans must be ’ 

practical enough for we; 
oursclvcs to implement 1 
and should not be desil: 
gned only for others to 
carry out,” he said. 

Reminding the assem- 1 
bly not to be influenced 
by Marxist and socialist’ 
doctrines, Datuk Seri 
Mahathir said material 
wcallh was not the only 
measure of happiness 
and comfort in life. 

“Man does not live 
merely to compete for 
riches; spiritual values 
can give even greater 
h+ppiness and peace of 
mind,” he said. 
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