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a KUALA LUMPUR APRIL 9 (I:ERNAMA)-DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DAWK 
SRI DR. MAHATH& MDHAtiAtiSAI D TODAY THERE WAS 
NO QUES f I-O-N--b-F TN-E GOVERNMENT RESTRICTING ECONOMiC EXPANSION BECAUSE 
SUCH RESTRICTIONS WOULD ONLY LEAD TO THE FAILURE OF THE:MEW ECONOMIC 
POL ICY. 

THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY WAS NOT A FOOL I SH DREAM BUT ITS SUCCESS 
MUST DEPEND WON EXPANSION, 

“IT IS THEREFORE UNTHINKABLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO CREATE-‘ 
CONDITIONS WHICH STIFLE EXPANSION OF TRADE AND INDUSTUY,” IjE 
ADDED AT THI’ OPENING OF THE ONE-DAY bI,ALAYSiAN CHt NESE ECONOF:,I C 
CONFERENCE IiERE. 

HIS SPEECH WAS READ BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF T.RADE AND INDU8TRY 
;$U”Ho\EW ._. 

DATUi SRl DR. MAHATHD R WHO IS ALSO Ml NI STER OF T6ADE AND INDYSTRY 
SAID THE ECCNOMIC CAKE MUST BE MADE TO GROW BIGGER SO THAT THE 
PEOPLE WHO p.:‘i) NOT HAVE A SHARE BEFORE MAY GET A SHARE NOW, 
THOSE WHO ALREADY HWJI A SHARE IN THE CAKE WOULD NOT ONLY CONTINUE 
TO RETAIN THE I R SHARE BUT INCREASE IT. 
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HE SAID THE ONLY OBSTACLE TO THE ACCOMPL, ISHMENT OF THIS OBJECTIVE 
WAS HUMAN WEAKNESS. 

“FAR TOO MANY PEOPLE WRE WILLING TO LISTEN TO SPURIOUS 
ARGUMENTS APPEALING TO THEiR EMOTIONS THAN ARE WILLING TO APPRE- 
CIATE HARD FACTS ” HE ADDED, 

HE SAID MALAYhA’S PAST POLJCIES HAD RESULTED NOT ONLY IN 
DI VI S IONS BUT ALSO CONFL I CT. 

“THE ONLY WAY 0 REMOVE THESE BARRIERS IS TO RESTRUCTURE. 
“HENCE THE AIM OF THE NEP IS TO REMOVE POVERTY (ABSOLUTE 

POVERTY 
4 

AND THE RESTRUCTURE SOCIETY SO ‘THAT RACE WILL NO LONGER 
.BE IDEN IFIED WITH ECONOMIC FUNCTION. 

“WHAT ES NEEDED IS ACCEPTANCE OF THIS POLICY AND ADJUSTMENT 
,BY EVERYONE EVERY COMMUNITY, TO IT.” 

DATUK SEh DR. MAHATYI R SAID THAT OTHER CdUNTRlES 
HAD SEEN WORSE POLICIES IMPOSED AND BECAUSE THERE WAS NO WAY TO 
OPPOSE THESE POLICIES PEOPLE HAD ACCEPTED AND AbJSTED THEMSELVES. 

“THERE IS NO REASbN WHY THE PEOPLE IN THIS LAND OF PLENTY 
THIS LAND OF OPPORTUNITY, SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO DO WHAT THEY tER- 
TAINLY WOULD HAVE DONE HAD THEY EEEN IN OTHER LESS DEMOCRATIC 
COUNTRIES. ” 
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID THERE WAS A TlPElE WHEN THE 
BUSINESS WORLD OF MALAYSIA WAS DIVIDED INTO WATER-TIGHT COMPART- 
MENTS AND IT WAS UNTHlNKABLE IN THOSE DAYS FOR THESE COMPARTMENTS 
TO BE BREACHED. 

BUT THE GOVERNMENT k-9L ICY HAD CHANGED ALL THAT, 
HE ADDED: “IF WE LOOK AROUND WE WILL SEE THAT THE FIRMS 

;;‘IfIDHAVE ‘iftOKEN THiS T~hDITION OF RACIAL EXCLUSIVENESS HAVE NOT 
INDEED THEY MA’!<: SUCCEEDED VERY WELL. 

’ “T;DAY 7HE GREAT EUROPEAN FlRFlS NOT ONLY HAVE MALAYStAN EXE- 
CUTI VES AT 4l.L LEVELS BUT SOME HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY ACQUO RED BY 
MALAYS I ANS. 

“EVEN CHINESE FAMOL?’ !:‘\FZMS HAVE CGNVERTED TO PUBLIC LiKIiTED 
COMPAN I ES AYD TAKEN 1 N f:ON-CH INESE EMPLOYEES AND 
THEY HAVE G\OlWN INTO MLkTI-MlbLlON DOLLAR CONCERNS 

FAR FRrJI4 LOS ZNG, 

ENGAGED IN ASSEMRLYING Ap,lII MANUFACTURING, 
@‘ALL TH’-:SE COULD NOT HAVE .HAPP_ENED BUT FOR GOVERNMENT 

POLICY,” 
DATUK SRI Df?, MAHAXHIR POINTED OUT THAT WHAT WAS MORE IF7PORTArjT 

WAS THAT THi SUCCESS OF THESE FIRMS HAD NAILED A NUMXR OF FALSE 
f’REMlSES SU=H AS FAMILY BUSINESS WAS THE ONLY WAY TO RUN A X’SINES; 
THAT BUSINE ZS MUST BE BASED ON RACIAL EXCLUSiVENESS AND THAT SOME 
RACES COULD NEVER SUCCEED IN BUSINESSES. 
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DATllK SRB DR, MAHATHIR ALSO SAID THAT OPPOSITION TO THE hOVERN- 
MENT poLlCY HAD AT TIMES RESULTED IN AT733PTS TO SPIKE THE (:;OVERN- 
MENT CAMPAlfiN FOR MORE INVESTMENT EY FOREIGN COMPANIES AND ?‘HlS 
WAS MOST UNFORTUNATE, 

HE SAID ON FACT PEOPLE MOST LIKELY TO LOSE RY THE CONSEQUENT ’ 
REDUCTION OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT WERE THOSE WHO TRY TO SPIKE THE 
GOVERNMENT ‘S ‘GOOD INTENTIONS. 

THIS WAS BECAUSE ALL FOREIGN INVESTMENTS MUST BENEFIT LOCAL 
BUSINESS WHE’THER BY WAY OF d:j!NT VENTURES, CO$ISTRUCTlON OR SUPPLY 
CONTRACTS OR JOB OI’PORTUNITIES. 

OBVIOUSLY THOSE MOST LIKELY TO BENEFIT WERE THE PEOPLE MOST 
READY AND AkLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THESE FOREIGN INVESTORS. 

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS INTERESTED IN INVESTMENT NOT BECAUSE 
OF TAXES BUT MORE BECAUSE OF CREATING 30BS FOR THE PEOPLE TO 
MAINTAIN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STABILITY. 

DATUK SERI’ D MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT THERE WAS A NEED FOR EViR- . 
YO’NE TO THINK CAREFULLY AND TO MAKE THE PROPEP ASSESSMENTS BASED ON 
THE TRUTH AND HARD FACTS, 

HE ADDEDr “INSTEAD OF CONDEMNING POLICIES, STUDIES SHOULD BE- 
MADE ON HOW TO GAIN MOST OUT OF THEM. >fHERE SHOULD BE NO 
FEAR TO RECOGNlSE FACTS AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXPERIENCE OF THOSE 
WHO HAVE GAINED BY ACCEDING TO GOVERNMENT POLICIES.” 
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HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT AS THE GOVERNMENT OF 
MALAYSIA WAS A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT, IT WOULD 3E SUI Ct DAL FOR 
TO FAVOUR AND PROTECT ONE COMMUNITY ALONE. 

“IF IT WISHES TO SURVIVE 17 MUST PE FAIR ?-(I EVERYONE AS 
FAR AS t 8 POSSIBLE ” HE COdTINUED 

“HOWEVER .THERE ARE PEOPLE IN EVERY COF’IMUNITY WHO REFUSE 
TO SEE THE NkED FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO Pi FAl 13 -rli ALL 

“THEY ARE ALWAYS URGING THE GOVERNMENT TO ATTEND’QMLY 
To reel R own NEEDS. IN ORDER TO GET SUPPORT THEY ?-END TO 1 IXNT 
THEIR PRIVAX PROBLEMS WITH THEIR COMMUN1TIES PROlq_EMS ‘I 

“HE WARtiED THAT THESE PEOPLE ARE A DANGER TO THE W&BE 1NG 
OF MALAYS I A, 
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“IF WE PANDER TO THEM THEN THE STABILITY, BOTH POLITJCAL. AND 
ECONOMIC OF ‘MALAYS I A WILL BE DESTROYED 

“WHEk fH1S HAPPENS ALL OF US WILL SUFFER:” 
# 
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EARLIER DAtTUK WONG TOK CHAI CHAIRMAN OF THE ORGANISING 
COMMITTEE SAlD THE OVER-EMPHAhS OF BUMIPUTRA INTERESTS UNDER 
THE NEW EbNOMlC POLDCY HAD LEFT MANY NON-BUMIPUTRAS FRUSTRATED. 

HE SAID1 “WE SUPPORT EFFORTS TO ENHANCE THE ECONOMIC STATUS 
OF BUMIPUTRAS BUT WE BELIEVE THAT IN THE PROCESS OF REALISING 
BUtllf’UTRA PAPTkIf’ATION THE ECdNOMlC DEVELOPMENT OF OTHER COMMUNI- 
TIES SHOULD NOT BE SACRlFlCED OR HINDERED? 

DATUK WONG HOPED THE CONFERENCE WOULD HIGHLiGHT PROBLEMS 
FACED-BY THE CHINESE COMMUNITY SO THAT THEY COULD ?3E FULLY UNDER- 
STOOD BY THE GOVERNMENT, 

HE ALSO HOPED SOLUTlON COULD i’E FOUND TO ENAIILE THE COMMIJNITY 
TO PLAY A MORE MEANINGFUL ROLE TOWARDS THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPl’~ENT 
OF THE COUNTR’Y. 

ABOUT 800 DELEGATES ARE TAK ING PART IN THE CONFERENCE WHiCH WAS 
ORGANISED RY THE ASSOClATED CH\NESE CHAM!‘ERS OF COMMERCE ANP3 
‘INDUSTRY. I 
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