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KUALA LUMPUR, MAY 5~ (BERNAMA) —= MALAYSIA HAS ASKED JAPAN TG
PHASE DOWN HER FERTILISER PRODUCTION WHEN THE Tw CVRE
PRO#ECTgAgOXE ON TO STREAM, PION WHEN THE TWO ASEAN UREA

SHE LSO ASKED JAPAN TO EXPORT HER LABOUR=INTENSIVE ALD
LOW~TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRIES TO MALAYSIA AND TO LIBERALISE MER T6Ancr
RESTRICT IONS ON ASEAN EXPORTS. . - ERALISE HER TRAnER

THE REQUESTS WERE CONVEYED TO JAPANESE MINISTE

B OF IMTERMATIONEL
Eﬁ#ﬁ% AND uQDUSTRY ENCIKqEOSHIQ KOHMOTO BY THE DEPUTY »iiME Msﬁrsw;
ATUK SER1 DR, MAHATHIR:MOHAMAD) DURING A ONE-HOUR CLOSER DOCR 'IEETI(
AT THE PRIME MINISTER®S DEPARTMENT HERE, ~ RTINS
DATUK SER| DR, MAHATHIR IS ALSO MINISTER OF TRADE AND IN:OITRY,

’mEXEPsébgcgﬁgiﬁswggLnggAgxgggngF FERTILISERS WHEN MALAYSI 7¢
URE - ¢ : BR WITH THE INDONESIAN ONC VHICH
WAS ALREADY IN PRODUCTION, .~ - = wE . S‘ ',,“ M
I} _THAT CASE, ASEAN COUNTRIES WOULD BE FACING STIFF COMPETITION

FROM THE JAPANESE FERTILISER PRODUCERE: IN THE WO T
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ME SAID WHAT MALAYS!2A MAD SUGGESTED WAS THAT JAPAN SHQULD Loviw
HEP PRODUCTION OF SUCH FERTILISERS SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT COMPETE
WITH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES N ASEAN, : '

ME SUGGESTED THAT JAPAN CHANGE HER PATTERN OF INDUSTRY SO THAT (T
COULD EXPORT SOME OF HER LABOUR—INTENSIVE AKND LOW TECHRULOGY INDUS—
TRIES TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES LIKE MALAYSIA, o

THIS WAS BECAUSE MALAYSIA HAS THE SPACE, COMPARATIVELY LOW LAROUR
COSTS AND ALSO LOW POWER COSTS. .

+THE JAPANESE COULD PRODUCE THEIR PRODUCTS IN MALAYSIA CHEAPEPR
AND THEY COULD THEN EXPORT THEM DACK HOME AS WELL AS THE WORLD
MARKETS + ADDED DATUK SER{Y DR. MAHATHIR. :

+IN THIS WAY, THEY CAM HELP US BY UPGRADING OUR TECHNICAL SKitL
AND WE CAN HELP THEM TO REDUCE THEIR HUGE TRADE SURPLUSES+,. —-
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ONE OF THMESE INDUSTRIES SUITABLE FOR EXPORT WOULL PE TEXTiLL
WHICH COULL BE PRODUCED IN MALAYSIA AND FiNISKID 1 JAPAN,
DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHIR ALSO SAID MALAYSIA HAD _ o
ASKED FOR THE LOWERING OF THE FIVE PER CENT NI ORT DUTY ON SAuN
TIMBER AND THE FOUR PER CENT IMPORT DUTY ON PALM OIL, R
THE FIVE PER CENT IMPORT DUTY ON SAWN TIMBER HAD AFFECTED
MILLING AND OTHER WOOD=~BASED INDUSTRIES, |
DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHIR SAID MALAYSTA WAS TRYING TO LIMIT
THE EXPORT OF LOGS BUT SINCE JAPAN DID NOT IMPOSE ANY DUTY
ON OGS, THE GOVERNMENT FOUND 1T DIFFICULT TO DISCOURAGE SUCH
EXPOETS. ' - -
ON PALM OIL, DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR SAID WHILE PALII OJL
HAD TO BEAR A FOUR PER GENT DUTY, TALLOW WAS DUTY-FREE.
MALAYSIA HAS ALSO PEEN INFORMED BY JAPAN OF A
BIGGER GLOBAL QUOTA FGR PINEAPPLE IMPORTS WHICH
COULD BE USED TO MALAYSIA?S ADVANTAGE, -
DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHIR SAID JAPAN HAS PECOME THE
L1GGEST TRADING PARTNER AS WELL AS INVESTOR IN MALAYSIA IN
RECENT YEARS. | :
MALAYS1A®S TRADE WITH JAPAN WAS EVEN BIGGER THAN
HAT WITH THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AS A GROUP WOV,
—DERNAMA MORE 1410/AH
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HOWEVER, THE MINISTER SAID THAT MALAYSIA WOULD
SEEK A BIGGER MARKET FOR HER MANUFACTURED AND SEMI=-MANUFACTURED
PRODUCTS AS MORE THAN 85 PER CENT OF MALAYSIAN EXPORTS TO JAPAM .NOW
WERE STILL CONFINED TO PRIMARY COMMODITIES,
nE SAID JAPAN HAD PROMOSED TO CONSIDER MALAYSIA®S
REQUESTS,
ON THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTlATlONS MALAYSIA EXPRESSED
HER DISSATISFACTION THAT ONLY ONE OUT OF ﬁO ITEMS LISTED FOR TAX
EXEMPTION WAS RELEVANT TO MALAYSIA,
THE SINGLE ITEM VALUABLE TO MALAYSIA WAS SHRIMP EXPORTS
. DATUK SERJ DR, MAHATHIR SAID JAPAN HAD PROMOSED
- TO TAKE, UP MALAYSIA’S REQUESTS FOR TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR MORE TROPICAL
PRODUCTS AT THE FORTHCOMING GATT NEGOTJATIONS, L

ON THE RISKS OF BEING OVER-DEPENDENT ON JAPAN FOR TRADE Gt
AND INVESTMENT, DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHIR EXPLAINED THAT MALAYSIA 1M
FACT ENCOURAGED DIVERSIFICATION OF TRADE AND |NVESTMENT.
HOWEVER, THE JAPANESE HAD ACH{EVED THEIR PRESENT POSITION PECAUSE
OF THEIR AGGRESSIVENESS IN TRADE,
ME HOPED OTHER COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY THE EASTERN EURGCPEAN
COUNTRIES WOULD, STEP UP THEIR PROMOTIONAL EFFORTS, — BERNAIMA MORE
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+WE CANNOT FAVOUR "ANY SINGLE COULTRY OR ELSS WE
WILL GET INTO TROURLE,+ ADDED DATUK \FR! TR
MAHATH IR,
ENCIK KOHMOTO AND H18 1i-MEMBER M1SSI10N FLEW IN YFST ERDAY AND
HAD AN HOUR®S TALK WITH PRIME MINISTER DATUK HUSSE L. ONN,
HIS VISIT IS A FOLLOW=UP OF THE VISIT BY JAPANESE PR IME
MINISTER BNGIK T. FUKUDA DURING THE LAST ASEAN SUMMIT,.
THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE A”P z IDUSTRY, DATUK" LEW
SIP HON, PETRONAS CHAIRMAN TAN ¢E1 A0DUL YADIR SHAMS JUDDIN, CHAIRMAN
OF FIDA DATUK JAMIL Jii WERE PRL@M”T AT TH1S MORNING’S DISCUSSIONS,
HE AL8O:AMNOUNGCED THAT A HICH=POWERED rUYING AN SALES
MISSION WOULDY VASIT THE EAST EU&OPSA' cou TRIFS 3
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LATER, ENCIK KOHMOTO ANL HIS PARTY VISITED THE SIRIM COMPLEX [N
SHAH ALAM WHERE HE WAS RECEIVED BY THE MINISTER OF SGIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRCNMENT, TAN SR1 ONG KEE HUI.

EEFORE GOING TO THE COMPLEX, ENCIK KOHMOTO TOURED THE SHAH ALAM
INDUSTR 1AL ESTATE, WHERE SOME MALAYS!AN=JAPANESE JOINT VENTURES
HAVE THEIR FACTORIES |

HiS VISIT COINCIDhD WITH THE ARRIVAL OF JAPANESE EXPERTS WHO WiLL
HELP SIRIM IN THE SETTING UP OF A TRAINING AND,TECHNOLOGICAL DIVE—
LOPMENT CENTRE FOR METAL VORKING INDUSTRIES.

TAK SRI NG $4ID THE CUHTRE, TOIC CALLED THE ELECTROFLATIL,
PRESS~WORKING, WELDING, DYE—AKING CENTRE (EPWDGC), WOULD PROV|oE
FACILITIES FOR THE rhvétOIW“”r OF SKILLS FOR THE METAL INDUSTHLITS:

ENCIK KOMMOTO AND WIS ARTY WERE ERIEFED ON THE FUNCTIONS AND
ACTIVITIES OF SIRIM, THEY WERE LATER TAKEN AROUND THE COMPLEX, ——
PERNAMA 1811/YF | L o
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