MAHATHIR = ASEAN A D
KUALA LUMPUR, JUNE 7°(BERNAMA) ~— MALAYS|A!S US$230
MILLION UREA PROJECT IN BINTULU — ONE OF THE FIVE ASEAN INDUSTRIAL
PROJECTS = WILL COME ON STREAM IN 1983 NOW THAT IT HAS BEEN IET
ACCEPTED BY THE ASEAN NATIONS WITH SLI1GHT MODIF ICATION, DEPUTY =
PRIVE MINISTER PATUK SERI (DR.) MAHATHIK MOHAMAD JSAID AERE :
DATUK SER{i (DR.) MAHATHIR, WHZ 1S ALSO THE MINISTER
OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY, TOLD REPOSTERS ON HIS RETURN FROM THE ASEAN
ECONOMIC MINISTERS MEETING IN JAXARTA TODAY, THAT THE INDONES!AN
UREA PROJECT IN ACHEH WAS ALSO ACEPTED AT THE MEETING.
THE PHILIPPINES WITH ITS SUPER PHOSPHATE PROJECT AND THAILAND
WITH ITS SODA ASH PROJECTS, WERE STUDYING THE FEASIBILITIES
OF THEIR ASSIGNED PROJECTS. R
AGCORDING TO DATUK SER! (DR.) MAHATHIR, THE SLIGHT MOD|=-
FICATION MADZ WAS THAT INSTEAD OF PRODUCING 1300 TONNE OF AMONIA A
DAY IN EXCESS OF WHAT WAS REQUIRED TO PRODUCE 1500 TONNE OF UREA
A DAY, THE PRODUCTION OF AMONIA WOULD BE SCALED DOWN TO 1000 TONNE

TO A DAY TO PRODUCE THE SAME AMOUNT OF UREA, — BERNAMA |
MORE 1839/2CM o
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HE SAID THE ORIGINAL PLAN OF PRODUCING THE EXCESS AMONIA
TO SELL TO A LOCAL GOMPANY FOR THE PRODUCTION OF PHOSPHATIC
FERTILISER, WAS NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITM THE ASEAN GUIDELINES AND
AS A RESULT, THE MODIFICATION WAS MADE, - | o -

THE ADOPTION OF MALAYSIA®*S UREA PROJECT BY THE ASEAN COUN~
TRIES ALSO MET WITH THE ‘STIPULATION OF THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT -
THE MATH FINANCIER OF THE PROJECT ~ AND NOW |T WAS UP TO THE FOUR
ASEAN MEMBER GOUNTRIES TO KAME THEIR AGENCIES TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE PROJECT WiTH PETRONAS, WHICH WAS MALAYSIA*S AGENCY FOR THE
PROJECT, . : “ . L ! '

HE ADDED THAT THE COST OF THE PROJECT, DID NOT INCLUDE THE
COST OF INFRASTRUCTURE AS IN. THE CASE OF THE INDONESIAN ACHEH
UREA PROJEC, EXCEPT FOR THE RELEVANT ORES, |

AS SUCH, THE BINTULU UREA PLANT WOULD HAVE A LOW
CAPITAL AND OPZRATING COST WHEN COMPARED WITH THE ACHEH PROJECT,
ExcaiT 11 THE COST L%QUEF{%Q $§Eu§g;LgAgkﬂﬁg¥ ON THE WHOLE,
T WOULD RE MORE COMPETITIVE iIN \ETa

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THE MEETING ALSO ANTICIPATED
THAT THE PRODUCTION OF UREA WOULD BE IN EXCESS OF THE GROUPING®S
RENUIREMENT BUT THE MEETING AGREED THAT MALAYSIA AND INDONESIA
_COULD SELL THE EXCESS UREA OUTSIDE THE REGION AT WORLD MARKET
PRICE, =—— BERNAMA MORE 1848/7CM . - -
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ON SINGAPORE’S INVESTMENT N THE OTHER FOUR ASEAN |
INDUSTR IAL PROJECTS SHOULD THEY GIVE UP THEIR DIESEL PLﬁNTLzﬁg;
JECT, HE SAID THE MEETING AGREED THAT SINGAPORE SHOULD AT 5T,
MAKE A +NOMINAL INVESTMENT+ IN THE OTHER FOUR PROJECTS, :

FY SNOMINAL (NVESTMENTe WAS A MANT A ONE PER CENT SHARE
INSYEAD OF 10 PER CENT AS STIPULATED. |

‘ON THE PREFERENIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENT, DATUK sag@ﬂgii
MAHATHIR SAID THE MEETING 2%30 ADOPTED THE 755 ADDITI
ITEMS, MAKING A TOTAL OF 826, | ‘
ot 551 el b Bl R LA "SR €OV VLD S
ANOTHER 100 ITEMS AT FUTURE ME . THE ‘ ‘
THAN 100 WHEN THE HARMONISATION PROCESS OF THE CODIF ICATION .OF
THE ITEMS COME INTO EFFECT. :

ON ASEAN DIALOGUES WITH THIRD COUNTRIES, DATUK ssgbzn$gE}R
MAHATHIR SAID THE ECONOMIC MINISTERS AGREED TO CONTIN e
TALKS WITH THESE COUNTRIES EVEN THOUGH THE TALKS WETH‘$ED ’
AUSTRALIA, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AND THE un \
STATES DID NOT MAKE HEADWAY, — BERNAMA MORE 1853/ZCM
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ASEAN, HE SAID, WAS.A RELATIVELY KEW REGIONAL GROUPING AND
QER?gggtyTHERE WERE STILL SOME COUNTRIES WHICH DID NOT TAKE IT

HOWEVER, HE ADDED THAT RECENTLY, THERE MAD BEEN A CHANGE IN
ATTITUDE BY SOME OF THESE COUNTRIES, WAICH WERE REALISING THE
SER |OUSNESS OF THE ASEAN COUNTRIES AS A REGIONAL GROUPING.

_ON THE COMNCORDE, THE DEPUYTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT
MALAYS14°S NEGOT IATION FCR A BETTER AIR SERVICES AGREEMENT
WITH BRITAIN AND THE BANNING OF THE COHCORDE OVERFLIGHT OVER
MALAYSIAN AlR SPACE WERE +TWO SEPARATE §SSUES.+

+EVEN IF BRITAIN AGREES TO AMEND THE AGREEMENT TO MALAYSIA'S
REQUEST, THE GOVIRNMENT WOULD STILL BAN THE CONCORDE OVERFL IGHT
OVER MALAYSiAN 4iR SSACE iF IT 1S NOT SATISFIED WITH THE
ENVIRONMENTAL 1#P737 OF THE CONCORDE,+ HE ADDED, wee:
BERNAMA 1855/7CH .~ (0 ’ s
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DATUK SER1 DR MAMATHIR AND HIS WIFE WERE EARLIER SEEN OFF
RY THE.!NnoussaA§r500ﬁn!§AgiN?T?é§é$g%R FOR ECONOMY, FINANCE
AND [NDUSTRY, PROF, WIiDJOJO N .

THIS MO@N?NG THE DEPYUTY PRIME MINISTER CALLED ON THE INDONES iAN
"VICE PRESIDENT TUN ADAM MALIK, == BERNAMA. 2009/Al
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