rois co-operation with—
Berjasa is ruled out

RRAS

the Front was because
its request to use its own
symbol was rejected by
the Front supreme coun-

~ The Berjasa central work-
ing committee at its meeting
here last night voted 7-6-
. against joining the National

In the 1974 election, ]
Umno found it difficult to |
persuade its members to :
vote for Pas candidates.

KUALA LUMPUR,
Thurs. — Deputy Pri-

me Minister [Dafuly | Front. : 1 M otuk Sert Dr. Maha. | On the possibility of
Seri _Dr. Mahathir Datuk Haji Mohamad Na-i thir said the Front su- Berjasa Jjoining the

\Front after the election,
jhe sald: “We will cross
the bridge when we come
to it."”

Datuk Seri Dr. Maha-

sir, who chaired the mceting:
but abstained from voting,
said later that the concept of
co-operation between Berjasa
and the Front as explained by

preme council had ruled
that all component par-
ties must contest under
i one symbol — the dacing
— and it could not make
exceptions. -

Mohamad today ru-

>led out co-operation
with Berjasa in the

general election after
the party’s decision
yesterday not to join
the National Front.
He believed that the |
Berjasa decision to stay
out of the Front would
not necessarily split Ma-

lay ‘votes and ‘that the'
Front would be able to
explain the situation to
the electorate. ‘

He added, however, that
the Front-Berjasa coalition
State Government in Kelan-
tan would continue.

At Federal level, the two
Berjasa Ministers — Public
Enterpriscs Minister ‘
jasa leader Datuk Haji Moha-
mad Nasir and Local Govern-
ment and Fedcral Territory
Minister Haji Hassan Adli —
would remain in the Cabinet.

Datuk Hussein Onn to Berjasa
delegates at their Seri Taman

meeting on Monday, did not.
/| for the Berjasa decislon,

apply any longer.

Berjasa deputy president
Professor Ali Taib officially

conveyed the central working'
committee's decisidn to the

Deputy. Prime Minister last
night. :
"Speakin

Public Services De-
gartment here, Datuk

eri Dr. Mahathir
expressed - regret over
the Berjasa decision but
added:

“‘It's entirely their
own decision. They have
the right. We cannot
force them to join, That's
the way it is. They feel
they will do better if they
are on their own.”

One symboel

one of the reasons why

to re :o‘rters‘:;‘
after a briefing pat tite”

Asked if dissatisfac-
tion over allocation of
seats was another reason

he said: “We cannot
make an offer before the.
party goins the Front."
As for the possibility
of some kind of under-
standing between the
Front and Berjasa in-the
eneral election despite
he latter's decision to
sta
Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir

said there could not be |
any understanding as it .
would be contrary to the

Front's principles.

‘Difficult’

He sald the latest de-
velopment, despite bein

-somewhat ' complicated,

could also make things

' easier for the Front.

He explained that it
had been difficult some-

- times to persuade Umno

It is understood that':
- jasa candidates.

Berjasa refused to join :

members to vote for Ber-

out of the Front,

thir warned that discipli-

" nary action would be ta-

i ken against component

‘ Emrty members who con-

est as independent can-

didates in the coming
election.

Certain Front mem-
bers had said that they
would be more competi-
tive and aggressive if
their party was dissatis-
fied with the seat-alloca-

tion. . )

In PENANG, Front
secretary-general Encik
Ghafar Baba said before
leaving for Kuala Lum-
pur that the Front would
meet soon to discuss the
Berjasa decision.

i
I On Front co-operation .

jj with Berjasa in the Ke- .
| lantan State Govern-
! ment, he said:
“The Kelantan Go-
vernment will carry on
- as it is. If there are an
changes, we will consi-:
. der them after the gener-
al election because we do
not have the time now."’

He added that the
Front decision would de-
pend on whether Berjasa
wished to remain a part-
ner in the State Govern-
ment.
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