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 ALOR STER, JULY 4 (BERWAMA) ~— T MERFUENT 1S STUDYING A NEY
PRICING SYSTEM TO IHCREASE PADI PRICE WITHOUT INCREASING THE PRICE
OF RICE IN AN SFFORT TC IMPROVE THE [HCOMES OF FARMERS IN THE
COUNTRY, .

THE DEPUTY PRIUME MINISTER, DATUK SER! DR, [MA HOHAMAR |
SAID TODAY THAT THME SYSTEM, IF IMPLEMENTED, WOULD GIVE GRECATCR
BONEFITS TO CONSUMERS AS WELL AS PRODUCERS, PARTICULARLY THE FARMERS,
HE ADDED THAT THE GOVERKMENT WAS ALWAYS GIVING ATTENTION TO

TdE PROBLEMES FACED BY FARMERS IMNVOLVED N THi RICE INDUSTRY,
HE WAS OPENING THE 4,5 MILLION PADL DRYING AND PROCESSING

COMPLEY OF THE NATIONAL RICE AND PADR! AUTHORITY IN JERLUN, ABROUT
i MILES FROM HERE, c

DATUK SERT DR, MAHATHIR SAID THAT THE NEW PRICING SYSTEM COULD
OMLY- BE IMPLEMENTED F THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT WAS GIVEW A FRESH
MANDATE 7O RULE BY THE PECPLE, ‘

AS SUCH THE ROLE OF THE PEOPLE IN THE COMING ELECTION WAL M=
PORTANT IN DETERMINING THAT A RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMERT CONTINUED TO
SREOIN POWER TO BRING PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS TO THE NATHON,
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" HE ALSO. ANNOUNCED THAT FROM NEXT YEAR PILGRIMS BOURD FOR JEDDAM
COULD ALSO BOARD THEIR FLIGHTS FROM THE PENANG AIRPORT, =
THIS FACILITY WAS EXTENDD TO OVERCOME THE PROBLEMS FACED BY
PILGRIMS WHO HAD TG GO TO KUALA LUMPUR TO TAKE THEIR FLIGHTS,
DATUK SERI DR. MAMATHIR SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD IMPLEMGHTED
VAR |OUS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AS WELL AS PROGRAMMES FOR SPiR {TUAL
DEVELOPMENT.
+IT IS NOT TRUE AS CLAIMED DY CERTAIN GROUPS THAT THE GOVERNMENT
MAS NEGLECTED SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PEOPLE+, HE ADDED,
HE SAID THE GROUPS HAD IRRESPONSIBLY ACCUSED THE GOVERNMENT OF
NOT GIVING ATTENTION TO THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF THE RURAL
EOPLE.
HE REMINDED THE PEOPLE NOT TO BE TAKEN IN BY SUCH ALLEGATIONS,
EARLIER, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL PAD) AND RICE AUTHORITY,
" DATUK: MONAMED - SOP 1EE~ SHE IKH /BRAH IM, "SAID THAT "ABOUT-'30 'PER CENT
AF THE TOTAL PADI LAND IN KEDAH WAS PLANTED WITH DOYBLE CROPPING.

" THE EST IMATED PAD! OUTPUT FROM THE STATE TOTALLED ABOUT 400,000
TONS PER SEASON. -
ALSO PRESENT WERE MENTR! BESAR DATUK SERI SYED AHMAD SHAHABUDDIN
PERLIS MENTR| BESAR DATUK HAJI JAAFAR HASSAN AND DEPUTY PUB#:G»«
ENTERPR 1 SES MINISTER DATUK MUSTAPHA JABAR., —~BERNAMA 1633/P
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