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‘THESE PEOPLE
HAVE NOTHING
TO OFFER

THE MASSES’

By AINUL;ZAHARAH
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TAPAI—P 'Pu(gé‘ W&r
tain opposition can-
didates as well as in-
dependents contesting
the current election
are only seeking to
"1mprove the}b sta-
tus'’ in society atuk
Seri Dr. Mahathir Mo-
hamed said here last

______ “Thev have no-

thmg to offer to the
masses,”” he said.

Ar‘r‘lﬂnnn‘n(r gome 1 000
AGAressing some 4,00y

National Front workers
at a ceramah at the De-
wan Merdeka here, the
Deputy Prime Minister
sald that these can-
didates, some of them
from mosquito parrties,
could not render any-
thing constructlvc other
than playing upon senti-
ments.

“Even if they wanted
fn’cnl ve the nlnrfnrqfn
they “could not and would
not be in a sosition to do
s0," he said.

Datuk Seri Dr. Maha-
thir who is the National
Front director of election
for Perak, said though
the g)eople were free to
elect the candidates of
their choice under the
democratic process,
thcy should attach im-
poriance to the sort of

overnment that could
come to power,

From the selection of
candidates, only those
from the National Front
returned with good ma-
jorities would be in a
position to form the Go-
vernment.

A target

The National Front
parliamentary can-
didate for Batang Pa-
dang is Encik Azharul
Abidin bin Haji Abdul
Rahim, who iy seeking
rc-clection and the can-

Aigdatn than "I"an  h

Gigaie or Wnd a

State seat is Mr. Lim
Yoon Yook.

Encik Azharul is
bcing challen ed b
DAP’s Ibrahim ge
and Pas’ Haiji Ma fuz

bin Haji Anuar.

In his speech, Datuk
Seri Dr. Mahathir also
critised tne DAY and !‘&S
for using '‘sensitive” is-
sues to play on ‘racial
sentiments in thelr cam-
paigning — the DAP ca-
shln% n Chmese feelings
and Pas on Mal lay genti.
ments.

The National Front

had become a targst of
124 vBeceme a largel of

the two chauvmmt. par-
ties because ‘‘we are al-
ways the moderates,”
Dafuk Seri Dr. Mahathir
said.

The DAP had attac-
ked the Government for

trying to help a section of
the society who were lag-
ging, while Pas on the

‘other hand, accused the

Government of neglec-

tivaer tha intaroccta o
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'1*);ns shows that we
are moderates — not al-
ways for onec particular
race," he said.

It was not practical
for the party in power to
be favouring one particu-
lar race to the extreme
and ignoring others in a
plural society.

\Jl llll Iy cuunucr

Reminding the pcople
of the May 13 incident, he
said the ‘“grim picture of
kuhnga in those days
was the results of
Wworked-up emotions.
In the 36 days of cam-
paxgmng before the inci-
dent, Pag and DAP were

pldymg on issues 1nc1tmg
the people.

o one had benefited
from the incident and all
the senscless killings, he
added.

Recounting the for-
mation of the Front, he
said the idea behind it
was to bring all the smal-
ler political parties du-
rmg the post-May 13 pe-
riod to WUIK in CcO- operd-
tion with the Govern-
ment. This was to reduce

tanainn
WnNSIoN.

‘“*Unfortunately,
many of the parties did
not accept the concept of
co- operatlon that was
enunciated,'" he said.

It was Umno's love for
Pas, because the latter
was representin
able group of alays,
that led to the overtures
to Pas to be in the Go-
vernment.
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thir said Pas leaders
werc not sincere in help-
ing the alays realise
their asplratxons Ins-
tead they went all out
using their positions to
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increase their spheres of !

influence.

This was the reason
that Felda which was
formed to help the Ma-
lays later became a fo-

oug nf Daa (inflisanan
Cus o1 x'as inLulnee.

‘““As a result, many

participants in the Felda k

schemes established Pag
branches.

**Still we did not stop
Pas.'" he said, adding

that Umno was well awa-

re of the prime iintention .

of Pas leader Datuk Haji
Asri Mohamed.

Datuk Asri was not
helping the Government
run the couniry but to
expand his influence
through lhe Earty “infil-
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