
N-ST* - 7 J u i_ 1978 
1 KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. 

- Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Mahnteljg Seri_.Dr. 
Riyhamad advised the five0 
GiilIi~~~otcrs tonight to 
back the National Front 
which they had come to 
know well rather than 
gamble on other parties. 

He said: “I hope the voters 
will choose the Government 
they havc.known for the past 21 
years - the National Front 
Government. 

“It is far better to accept 
what you know than to gamble 
with what you are not sure of. 
Your fate is in your hands.” 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
was speaking over Radio Ma- 
laysia 4X hours before the na- 
tion goes to the polls. 

He said a general election on 
the surface seemed a normal 
affair which must be held at 

least once in five years but it 
was, in fact, “a very special 
thing”. 

In many countries now, gen- 
cral elections were no longer 
held or, if held, there was no 
more freedom of choice, so that 
100 per cent of the candidates 
elected came from the ruling 
party. 

As free elections were be- 
coming a rarity, it was impor- 
tant that the people valued 
their right-to vote. he said. 

-- $c;~figj>~jg; 
21 years ago. 1s demo- 
cratic and is led by peo- 
ple who believe firmly in 
democracy as the basis 
of their politics,” he 
said. 

“Their faith in demo- 
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suffiricnt to form an opposl 
lion. 

crncy is clearly cvidcnt 
in their own party ;rnd 
nlsr) in the manner in 
which thcv administer 
the nation.” 

I)ntuk Scri or. M;lh:c- 
, thir said cvcn though the 

position of thcsc Icadcrs 
might be thrcntcncd and 
their power taken awiry 
from them. they wcrc 
still prcpnrcd to face the 
process of drmoct-ncv. 

Hc said: “The ariics 
which make up t r: c Go- 
vrrnment have been tcs- 
ted as to their faith in 
democracy and thcv 
have c”mc throuzh with 

faith came with the Mav 
13 affair.” 

Datuk Scri Dr. Mah:i- 
thir added: “Tbdnv bc- 
cause the National Front 
Government rules the 
country and has faith in 
democracy we arc again 
witnessing a general 
clcction in which the pco- 
plc can vote freely. 

“The National Front 
is once again seeking the 
mandate from the people 
in order to continue with 
its administration.” 

Principles 
The I’ront, the Ucputy 

l’~imc Minister said. was 
firldinE sufficient ran- 
tiidatcs to form a Govcrn- 
mrnt. Other parties wer’r 
pulling up candidates only 

“Althoufih these pnrtics 
can only bwome the “pposi- 
tion thry are not hesitant in 
making all sorts of promis- 
cs as If thry are going to 
form the Ccntrxl Govern- 
mcnt,” hc added. 

Hc said: “The DAP. for 
cx;~mplc. promises that it 
w”uld cut down corruption 
i, m on B Government em- 
ploy& It says that under 
the National Front Gwern- 
mcnt 49 million was lost due 

has not prcvcnted it from 
again lnnkinc the sanle . ,. 
promisrs.” . 

the time when ihe DAP was 
the “ppnsition Marty. How 
then can tile h AP as a” 
opposition party after this 
rlertion prevent corruption j 
from t.di~n~ plarc whrn it I 
wi,s not f nb c to do so bcfo- 
rr?” 

Cliing an example. he 
said that when PRS Fained 
power in Tren gnnu In 19G9 
thu tussle was B or the post of 
Mcntri Besnr. Everyone 
wanted to be the Mentri Hc- 
sar. 

After the Mentri Hesar 
had been chwicn there ronti- 
nucd to br disputes until the 
t’as Government in Trcng; 
annu collapsed and was IT- 
placed by the Alliance. he 
said 

“I would not elaborate 
on what happened in ICeIan- 

I t,ln The dlvlsicln of spoils in 
! ticlantdn wcnl on qrlirtiy 
I until some of the leaders 
/ dcPidcd to stop il. As n. rc- 
huit there was n quarrel and 
Pas broke up. 

Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir 
ills” tourhcd on his book 
“The Malav Dilemma” and 
said it hnd’been turned into 
n cnmpaipn issue bv Pas. 

The speakers of Pas. he 
added. said that in his book 
he had stated that “as long 
as the Mal:tys arc Muslims 

for s” long wiil they rc- 
main backward.” 

I3e added that when Pas 
was challcngcd to swrnl 
that such words were in his 
book. it refused to accept 
the challcn c. Instead. it 
prolx’srd a sebntc and sug- 

c\trd that the Government 
r ., 

111 thr ban on the book for 
thrrc hours. 

Thr snfi-gestion that the’ 
book should br IcEaliscd for’ 
thrre hours. hc addctl, re- 
vcnlcd Pas disregard for’ 
the lnws of the countrv. 

“For them what is illegal! 
c.in bc nlndc legal with cnsc 
;UK~ Lhrn with eq.ual ease be In f;l<‘t. hc added, when-” 

FVCI Pas succecdcd in set- mndc illcg-al nKain. 
ting up n State Covernmcnt 
the first thing it did was 
divide the spoils. 

As for Pas, Datuk Seri 
Dr. Mahathir said it was ns 
usual promising to set up a 
wrlfarc State in accordance 
with Islamic 

He added t 5: 
rinciples. 
at the reople 

of liclantnn gave 1 as I9 
years to rule the State but it 

.f;lllcd to create the welfare 
Statr it had promised. 

“Pas kqows uite well 
lhnt it will never c able to a 
form the new Crntrnl C.0. 

, vernmcnt bv itself but this 

‘ 
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