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” will consider Parti Pe- 
saka Bumiputra 
Bersatu’s application 
for a merger. 

Speaking to reporters at 
his office today, the Deputy 
Prime Minister said the 
PBB, a Sarawak party, had 
not yet officially a.pplied to 
merge with Umno. 

1 Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir, 
who is also Umno vice-pres- 
ident, added that the UmnO 
Supreme Council would dis- 
cuss the application when it 

( is made. 
I He said he knew of the 

move from PBB president 
Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri 

, Haji Abdul Rahman Ya- 
; akub several months before 

the general election. 
Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir 

was commentin 
% 

on a state: 
1 ment by Datu Pating@ 
Rahman in Kuching yestcr- 

day that he would fly here 
next week for talks on the 
merger. 

depends on the interests 
of our struggle. If we can 
amend the country’s, 
constitution, I don’t see 
why we can’t change 
that of our party.” 

He added that Umno 
was interested in kno- 
wing whether the mer- 

!? 
er move was initiated 
y Datuk Patinggi Rah- 

man or whether party 
members had approved 
of such a move. 

“we don’t want this 
merger be forced on 
PBB members. It is not 
our policy to do so. Even 
if the merger materiali- 
sed, it will not mean that 
some Umno person- 
Rlitics from Peninsular 
Malaysia will dominate 
Sarawak’s political sce- 
ne because it is also not 
our policy to take over,” 
he added. 

Relations 
Even without the mer- 

R 
er, Datuk Seri Dr. Ma- 
athir said, there existed 

very close relations be- 
tween Umno and PBB 
leaders. 

Datuk Seri Dr. Maha- 
thir said Datuk Patinggi 
Rahman was once an 
Umno member and in 
1965, he was one of the 
Supreme Council mem- 
ber when he was Minis- 
tcr of Lands and Mines. 

,,;~:;\::‘~~;; 
jl vote when he contested 
iI for a seat in the Umno 

Su reme 
ad ed. : 

Council,” he 

Asked whether Usno 
from Sabah would also 
be aiven conbideration if 

Advantages 
He added that with Umno 

in Sarawak, the close re- 
lations between the State 
and Peninsular Malaysia 
would be further strenath- 
ened. 

Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir 
said he personally believed 
that r&re were advantages 
in the PBBIOmno merger. 

“But such a move is 
being restricted by the 
Umno constitution which 
provides that membership 
is open only to Malays. This 

$~~~~~~~Ki~ ~~~~~e$: 
miputras irrespective of rc- 
ligion. 

“However, there are: 
some non-Malays - like the 
Thais in Kedah - who are 
Umno members. But I don’t 
know whether they are offi- 
cial or unofficial mem- j 

bcrs,” he added. 
Asked whether Umno 

would amend its consti- 
tution to allow for the 
merger, Datuk Seri Dr. 
Mahathir said: “It all 

have to judge each case 
according to its merit, 
situation and position.” 

Usno special general 
assembly in July 1976 
passed a resolution to 
dissolve the party in 
principle if its member- 
shi in Umno was accep- 
tedp by the Umno Su- 
preme Council. 

The matter was 
brought up at an Umno 
Supreme Council mce. 
ting and was referred to 
the party’s 

B 
olitical bu- 

reau heade by Datuk 
Hussein Onn for further 
consideration. 

No decision had been 
made on the matter. 
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