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‘Budget benefits ,must .be 
passed on to consumtM 

‘ 



N.S.Y. 2 7 7’JC-T 1978 
KUALA-LUMpUR, Thurs. 
- The Deputy prime Min- 
ister warned today that he 
would not tolerate at- 
tempts to prevent the 
Budget benefits from being 
1 passed on to the con- 
sumers. 

.Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir M! ----- p a3 oh_am a ciEiX:-’ ?Yi-Ch e 
when taxes on goods went UP 
sellers benefited by increasing 
their prices almost immediate- 
ly to get the extra benefits from 
the Budget proposals.” 

“It is only fair now for the 
people to enjoy some of the 
benefits accruing from the 
Budget proposals.” 

He directed fruit-sellers to 
sell their fruits at the :eew 
prices immediately. 

“I can’t accept the excuse 
that old stocks have not been 
cleared,” he said, adding that it 
was already a week since the 
;Budget proposals were an- 
nounced. 

Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir, whc 
is also the Trade and Industry 
Minister, said fruits were usual- 
ly stocked in small auantities 
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and he co 
how the olc 

d not understand 
stocks had still no1 
been cleared. 

He also warned TV 
jcalcrs who persisted 
In selling their sets at 
the old prices that the 
Government would 
consider allowing . . 
more peo le to Import 
solour T % sets to be 
sold at, lower prices as 
provided by the tax 
cuts. 

Stern action, he said, 
would be taken against 
those selling such goods 
as colour and black-and- 
white TV sets at the old 
prices after a short 
grace .poriod. 

.The erace 
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eriod 
would 4 certain y end 
within this’ 

h 
ear ’ and 

was meant to elp sellers 
reduce - rather than al. 
together avoid - losses, 
Datuk Scri Dr. Mahathir 
added. 

He warned dealkrs 
,that offenders would be 
charged with profit- 

j eering. 
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Tai cut 
The tax reduction on 

olour TV sets was to 
acilitate eople to buy 
heir sets P his year. 

The Deputy Premier 
old reporters after open- 
ng a three-day con- 
ercnce of District Of- 
icers that enforcement 
officers from the Trade 
tnd Industry Ministry 
lad been sent to shops to 
:heck on the prices. 

The Ministry, he said, 
lad enough officers to 
lee that Government de- 
:isions were enforced for 
.he benefit of the people. 

Although it was not 
Jossible to a 

If, he added. 
Commenting on his 

forthcoming visit to 
Japan, he said it was the 
usual investment promo- 
tion mission. 

The visit wasi also at 
the invitation of the 
Japanese Government to 
meet and talk with the 
Japanese Prime Min- 
ister, Mr. Takeo Fukuda, 
and other Government 
officials. 

Hc would also address 
the second meeting of 
the Malaysian-Japanese 
Economic Association 
and other seminars in 
Osaka and Tokyo. 

Among his other im- 
portant engagements in 
Sapan was a meeting 
with members of the 
Japanese Overseas Eco- 
nomic Association who 
were anxious to know the 
Malaysian assessment of 
Japanese industries 
here, he added. 

Teng’s visit j 

At that meeting, he 
;“,‘$ he would explam : 

Malaysian 
Government’s policies ; 
and procedures. 

On the treaty signed 
between Japan and Chi- 

as it contributed to peace 
in the region. _ 

Datuk Seri Dr. I 
Mahathir is scheduled to ~ 

meet-t%& Japan&e Min- 
ister of International 
Trade and Industry, Mr. 
Toshio Komoto, and For- 

Asked to comment on 
Eydiv$it to Japan coin- 

with that of 
China% Senior Vice-Pre- 
mier, Mr. Teng Hsiao- 
Pin , to that country, he 

2 sai so far there were no 
lans 

g 
for him to meet the 

hinese leader there. 
However. he added, 

.Frui,ts 
‘being ., 
&ld 

at 
reduced 
prices 

he would be’back in time 
for Mr. Teng’s visit to 
Malaysia. 
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