MAHATH IR=F UKUDA, - FRgM ANNE KOH

YOKYO, NOV, 2-(BERNAMA) ~- JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER TAKEO
FUKUDA HAS ASSURED MALAYS!IA THAT THE RECENT CHINA=JAPAN ACCORD
WiLL NOT IMMEDIATELY AFFECT MALAYSIA?S TRADE RELATIONS WITH JAPAN,

TH1S ASSURANCE WAS CONVEYED TO THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER,

/DATUK SER| DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD, WHEN HE CALLED ON THE JAP AkE sE
VERDER AT H1S OFFTCIAL RESIDENCE HERE THIS AFTERNOON,

DURING THE TALKS WHICH LASTED 30 MINUTES, THE DEPUTY PRIME
MINISTER EXCHANGED VIEWS WITH ENCIK FUKUDA ON THE IMPLICAT!ONS
0¥ YHE EXPANSION OF JAPANESE=CHINESE TRADE FOLLOWING THE
CONCLUSION OF THE SINO~JAPANESE FRIENDSHIP TREATY RECENTLY.

MALAYSiA, DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR SAID, WAS PARTICULARLY
(STERESTED IN KNOWING THE CHANGES IN THE TRADE RELAT IONS BETWEEW
CHINA AND JAPAN AS A RESULT OF THIS TREATY AND HOW THIS MIGHT
AFFECT HER TRADE WITH JAPAN,

: ENCIK FUXUDA TOLD DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR THAT THIS TREATY
WiTH CHINA WAS +AN ON=-GOING THING+ AND HE EXPECTED NO RADICAL
CHANGES N TRADE RELAT{ONSHIPS IMMEDIATELY, .

THE JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE MODERNISATION Cr CHINA
WiS NOT GOING TO CONVERT IT iINTO A MAJOR INDUSTRIAL POWER THAT
WOULD IMMEDIATELY CHANGE THE PATTERNS OF TRADE., ~— BERNAMA MORE 167
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LAYER IN AN INTERVIEW WITH BERNAMA AND RTM CORRESPONDENTS,
GATUF SER1 ‘LR, MAHATHIR SAID HE ALSO ERIEFED ENCIK FUKUDA ON’THE
RECENT VISIT TO MALAYSIA OF THE VIETNAMESE PRIME MINISTER

PHAM VAN DONG, , "

+1 CONVEYED TO HMIM ENCIK DONG®S STATEMENT THAT VIETNAM?S
POLICIES ARE INFLUENCED BY VIETNAMESE NATIONALISM THAN BY ANY
OTHER INFLUENCE FROM OUTSIDE,+ HE SAID. '

+iN MALAYSIA, WE ACCEPT H1S STATEMENT IN GOOD FAITH.+

DATUK SER| DR. MAHATHIR, WHO 1S HERE LEADING A MALAYSIAN
LHVESTMENT PROMOT {ON 1iSSION, SAID HE ALSO BROUGHT UP WITH ENCIX
FURTTY THE QUEST/ON OF JAPAN FINANCING OF THE LNG PLANT iN BINTULU
ON . SOFT=TERM BASIS, | |
) ngsBiﬁIph¥ PI.LANT 1S EXPECTED TO COST US$1.2 BILLION (ABOUT
Jlﬁ‘? 5 3 ‘Ii - ) ° . .

THE QUESTION OF INCREASING MAS FLIGHT FREQUENGIES INTO JAPAN
WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. ~

UNDER THE PRESENT AIR AGREEMENT WITH JAPAN, MALAYSIA®S CARRIZK
i$ ALLOWED YHE EQUIVALENT OF SEVEN BOEING 707 LANDINGS PER WEEK.

HOWEVER, BECAYUSE MALAYSIA USES THREE FLIGHTS OF DC 40 AND
WO OF 707, THE FLIGHT LOAD 1S EQUIVALENT TO ONLY 6-1/2 707
LANDINGS PER WEEK. | .

DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR SAID AS MALAYSIA WOULD BE PURCHASING
"BIGGER JETS, INCLUDING THE AIRBYS 300, SHE NEEDED TO INCREASE

I7S FLIGHT FREQUENCIES USING WIDE-BODIED RANGE OF AIRCRAFTS,
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THE JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER GAVE HIS ASSURANCE THAT HIS MATTER
UGULD BE LOOKED 'NTO,

EARLIER, DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHIR HAD LUNCH WITH THE JAP ANE SE
M%&é@gER 3 INTERNAT IONAL TRADE AND |NDUSTRY, ENCIK TOSHIO
{

THIS WAS THE oECOND MEETING BETWEEN uNClK KOMOTO AND THE DEPUTY

L3 ARG B EAL N @cfrrry TAIAE HIrr AND LUCTTE AN Asr
PR EWL MINToTeER SINCE ME AR IVELD VUN Vuig co.

!T WAS LEARNED THAT DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR TALKED AT
LENGTH WITH ENCIK KOMOTO ON THE POSSIBILITY OF JAPAN LEASING.
MALAYSIA®S E.NG TANKERS.

MALAYSIA?S FIRST LNG TANKER WILL BE DELIVERED BY NEXT YEAR
HOWEVER, MAILLAYSIA?S LNG PLANT WILL ONLY COME ON=-STREAM IN 19820

lONléHT DATUX SERI DR, MAHATHIR WILL BE ENTERTAINED TO

BINKER BY SUMITOMO HEAVY INDUSTRY LIMITED AND SUMITOMO CORPORAT (il
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