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OSAKA NOV. 9 (BERNAMA) - ,)APANESE INVESTMENTS AMOUNT I NG TO = 
y,oREM;H&#:!\y MILLION WILL BE COMING TO MALAYSIA SOON, DAT”K SERl 

I? MO) SAID TODAY. 
THE ,NV::jTMENfS WOULD BE IN ELECTRONICS RUBBER-BASED AND WOOD- 

BASED ‘lND”S’fRIE:S AND IN PLASTICS THE’DEP”fY PRIME MINISTER 
SAlD HERE B[:FORE RETURNING TO KUbLA LUMPUR AFTEp LEADING A 
SUCCESSFUL \NVESTMENTS PROMOTION MISSION TO JAPAN, 

DAT_“K SE!?1 DR, MAHATHIR SAID THESE WERE FIRM COMMITMENTS 
BY THE JAPAbJESE: BUT THERE WERE SEVERAL MORE STILL UNDER 
NEGOT l AT ION’;. 

HE WAS V’:R‘I HAPPY WITH THE ‘GOOD RESPONSE TO THE THREE SEMINARS 
THAT WERE HELD DURING TYE MISSIONOS STAY AND FELT THAT THE MISS ON 
HAD SUCCESSFULLY EXPLAINED AND CLEARED WHATEVER DOUBTS AND 
MISCONCEPTIONS THE JAPANESE INDUSTRIALISTS MIGHT HAVE HAD ABOUT 
MALAYSIA’S INVESTMENT CLIMATE. 

+CERTAINr,Y MORE JAPANESE INVESTMENTS CAN NOW &P&TED TO 
COME TO MALAYSl A+ DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHI R SAID 

THE JAPAiU CHAMBER OF -COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 1 JCCI WILL DEsATCH 
A FACT-FINDING MISSION TO’MALAYSIA BEFORE THE END 0 i THIS YEAR TO 
SEE WHAT K lb/D OF INVESTMENTS THEY CAN OFFER IN MEDI “M AND 
SMALL-SCALE I NDUSTRI ES, 
- BERNAMA IIQRE 13$4/LK 
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0ATUK SEf!i DR, MAHATHI R SAID THE JAPANESE HAD NOW UNDERSTOOD WHY 
CER’I’AIN INVE.STMENT POLICIES WERE IMFJOSED BY THE MAL’AYSIAN 
GOVERNMENT :UCH AS THAT ON BUMIPUTRA EQUITY AND BUMIPUTRA 
PARTICIPATIGM IN INDUSTRIES. 

THIS WAS SOMETHING WHICH THEY COULD, kOT INITIALLY ACCEPT AND 
UNDERSTAND EECAUSE THEY COME FROM A HOMOGENOUS .SOCIETY, 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID HE WAS GRATEFUL TO JAPANESE 
INDUST,RlAL CONCERNS SUCH AS MATSUSHITA MITSUI ‘SUGAMI AND KYOWA 
RUBBER WHlCti DURING THE SEMINARS EXPLAINED Tb OTHER JAPANESE , 
COWORATE MEFiBERS ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES IN MALAYSIA 

THESE COMPANIES THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID HiD POINTED 
, 

OUT TO THEM THAT TkE GOVERNMENT POLICIES WERE NO HINDRANCE TO THE; R 
INVESTMENTS AND OPERATIONS IN MALAYSIA. 

HE ALSO SAID THAT MALAYSIAN PkIVA?i-SECTOR PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
MISSION HAD FOUND THEIP WORTHWHILE. 

CERTAINLY THEY NOW UNDERSTOOD BETTER JAPANESE BUSINESS 
P$;R;?iiR;;b HAVE MADE SEVERAL USEFUL CONTACTS WITH THEIR . 

. 
DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SA D THE MISSION DISCOVERED THAT IN 

THEIR DEALINt:S WITH THE JAPAN i SE LANGU~IGE CONSTANTLY POSED A 
PROBLEM PARTICULARLY .WHEN IT CAME TO DIBCUSSIONS ON TECHN’INAL DETAILS 



THE DEPUTY PRIME MI Nl STER SAID HE WAS GRATEFUL ‘I.0 JAPANESE FL, 

i NDUSTR I AL a30NCZRNS SUCH AS,MATSUSHITA, MITSU’I, SAGAHI AND 
KYOWA RUBBEI? WHI*:H, DURING THE SEMI MARS SPOKE TO OTHER JAPANESE’ 
CORPORATE .MI?lBER3 OF THEIR EXPERlENCES, tN l4ALAYSlh. 

THESE COi%‘AN I is, THE DEPUTY PRIME Ml N I STER SAID, HAD PO9 NTED 
OUT TO OTHEII.3 TH\T THE GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
WERE NO-HI NII2ANC.i TQ INVESTMENTS AND OPERATIONS IN MALAYSIA, 

HE ALSO !;AID ‘THAT MALAYSIAN PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPANTS IN 
THE MISSION iihD FOUND THEIR TRIP WORTHWHILE. 

THEY NOW :3ETT.:R UNDERSTOOD JAPANESE BUSlNESS PRACTlCES 
Ef;; HAVING MAD,{ SEVERAL USEFUL CONTACTS WITH THEIR COUNTER- 

” 

DATUK SEti DR, MAHATHIR SAID THE MISSlO! DISCOVERED THAT IN 
17-S DEALING:; WIT/i THE JAPANESE, LANGUAGE CONSTANTLY POSED A 
PROBLEM PAR’:ICULI\RLY WHEN IT CAME TO DISCUSSIONS ON TECHNICAL _ 
DETAILS. 

TkiE PROBl.iIM 01: COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY WITH THE JAPANESE WAS 
+VERY REAL+ ,\ND IIATUK SERl DR, MhHATHlR SUGGESTED THAT MALAY- 
SI ANS MEET I-HE J,\PANESE HALF-WAY, 

WHILE MAII'I JAI’ANESE EMPLOYERS WERE NOW ENCOURAGING THEIR = 
EMPLOYEES TO LEAIIN ENGLISH, MALAYSIANS SHOULD LEARN THE JAPANESE 
LhNGUAGE. . 

:NOTHER F’HOBLtiM THE MlSSlON FACED WAS THAT THE JAPANESE 
WERE NOT USE:11 TO DEALING WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICI A& DIRECTLY, 
LlNL IKE THE LIJROPliANS OR THE AMERICANS WHO WERE VERY AGGRE- 
SSI VE, SOMETaMES EVEN FRANK AND BRUTAL WHEN STATING THEIR CAUSE, 

THE JAPANLISE oN THE OTHER HAND WERE EXTREMELY POLITE 
AND WOULD A(:CEPT OFFICIAL EXPLANATIONS WITHOUT COMMENT. 

+uSUALLY I’HEY MEAN TO SAY THAT THEY ARE ACCEPTING WHAT 
THEY ARE HEkRlNG BUT THEY MAY NOT AGREE.+ 

+THlS CRE:1\TES A PROBLEM FOR OUR OFFICIALS WHO WILL NOT KNOW 
tiOW TO RESPC’ND TO THEM, THINKING THAT WHAT THEY SAY HAS BEEN 
ACCEPTED. 

+TWERE I5 A NEED THEREFORE TO MOSjlFY OUR APPROACH TO THEM+, 

-iALK I NG C10 IN\‘ESTMENTS IN GENERAL THE DEPUTY PRIME MI NI STER 
SAID WHILE p t SSI(JNS AS A WHOLE WERE OERY USEFUL TO ENCOURAGE 
FORE I GN I NVEZiTMEbTS I N MALAYS D A, THIS DID NOT MEAN THAT LOCAL 
iNVESTMENTS WERE NOT BEING ENC$klRAGED, 

THERE WA5 A NEED, HE-SAID, TO BRING IN FOREIGN INVESTMENTS 
BECAUSE THESE: PEOPLE HAD THE TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW AND MARKET 
ACCESS I B IL IT\“. 

HAD 
BUT BESIDES Bf?INGING IN INVESfMENTS INTO THE COUNTRY THEY 

HELPED TG BRING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES TO THE PEObLE IN 
MALAYSI A WHICH Cl RRENTLY FACES AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF 
SEVEN PER CENT, - BERNAMA ECONOMIC SERVICE l~OO/BW 
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THE PROBLEM 0; COMMUNICATING EFFECTIVELY WITH THE JAHANESE 1s 
+VERY REAL+ AND DATUK SERl DR. MAHATHIR SUGGSSTED THAT MALAYSIANS 
MEET THE JAPANESE HALF-WAY. 

WHILE MANY JATANESE EMPLOYERS WERE NOW ENCOUdAGlNG THEIR EMPLOYEES 
SHOULD LEARN THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE, 

ACCEPT OFFICIAL EXPLANaTlONS WITHOUT COMMENT. 
+-USUALLY THEY MEAN TO SAY THAT THEY ARE ACCEPTING WHAT THEY: ARE 

HEARING EUT THEY MAY NOT AGREE.+ HE SAID. 

+THIS CREATES A pROBLEM FOR-OUR OFFlCl Al&WHO WILL HOt KNOW ,” 
tjoW To RE!$OND TO THEM, THINKING THAT WHAT THEY SAY HAS BEEN 
ACCEPTED. 

+-j-HERE IS A NEED THEREFORE ,fO MODIFY OUR APPROACH To THEM,+ 
TALKING ON DNVESTMENTS IN GENERAL THE DEPUTY. PROM% MINISTER 

SAlI) WHILE MISSIONS AS A WHOLE WERE VERY USEFUL TO ENCOURAGE 
FOREIGN INVESTMENTS IN MALAYSIA THl S DID NOT MEAN THAT LOCAL 
INVESTMENTS WERE NOT BE I NG ENCObRAGED. 

THERE WAS A NEED HE SAID TO BRING IN FOREIGN INVESTMENTS * 
BECAUSE THESE PEQPLE‘HAD THE TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW AND MARKET 
ACCESSIBILIT% “ . 

BESIDES Bl#lNG IN INVESTMENTS IN TO THE COUNTRY, THEY HAD 
HELPED TO BRlNC OPPORTUNITIES TO THE PEOPLE IN MALAYSIA 
WHICH CURRENTLY ; AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF SEVEN PER CENT. 
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