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eaking at a dinner 
y the Federation of 

alaysian Manufacturers 
(FMM) here. 
The thrust of his speech was 

on the flexibility- of the 
Government’s policies. 

He said the Government 
will also exercise flexibility 
in the implementation of its 
oolicy on employment of 
bumiputras in the private 
sector. 

He also spoke at length on 
ihe Government’s invest- 
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successful; 
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riority be given to the 
non- umiputra Malaysian 
investors to purchase the re- 
served shares; and 

@the shares be sold back 
to bumiputras at the earliest’ 
opportunity in the future for 
by then the companies 
might have become more 
viable and making profits. 
The price of the shares that 
are to be sold back will be at 
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trends and other require. 
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jectives in mind. 

The Deputy Prime 
Minister said trade mis- 
sions had been sent to the 
IJnii,ed States, Canada and 
New Zealand and splected 
countries in the European 
Economic Community, 
Eastern Europe, West Asia 
and Africa this year. 

For the coming year. he 
said, trade missions would 
be organised to the United 
States, Canada and Viet- 
nam and selected countries 
in the EEC. Africa and West 

ture. 
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climate in the country. 

He said the FMM could 
be a’watch-dog and inform 

‘the Government of any pro- 

Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir 
said the Government re- 
cognised the difficulties en- 
countered by some 
manufacturing companies 
in complying with the equity 
condition. 

At the end of last year, the 
bumiputra share in ap- 
proved and implemented 
projects was $586.2 million, 
or 17.22 per cent, out of a 
total ; paid-up capital of 
$3,4C9.5 milhon, he said. 

He said in 1976, shares 
held by bumiputras 
totalled $497.2 million 
(17.50 per cent) out of a 
total paid-up capital of 
$2,840.4 mjllion. 

“In orderto achieve the 
target by 1990. there is a 
need for bumiputras to 
show the same interest and 
willingness to take risks in 
private limited companies 
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