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MALAYS I AN WORKERS TODAY TO PROVE THAT THEY w 
THAT MORE FORElGNERS WOULD INVEST IN THE COUNTRY. 

+OUR INVESTMENT PROMOTt ON EFFORTS ARE PAY 1NG OFF + THE DE!"!.? 3' 
F'RIME MINISTER AND MINlSTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY Shin, +AND ti*; _ 
BS ESSENTIAL THAT OUR WORKERS DO THElR PART BY PROVlNG Ti@riiR 
PRODUCTIVITY.+ 

OPEN ING THE ASSEMBLY PLANT OF. J.A. CRABTREE (M) SDNw BHDe 
A BRITISH-OJIALAYSlAN JOINT VENTURE PRODUCING CiRCUiT BREAK& i-ii’:: : 
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ID THAT PRODlJCTlVtTY WAS A MAJOR CONCERN OF EVERY iNVt%T@?r 
T IS THE FIRST QUESTiON ! ENCOUNTERED FROM BUSINESSMEN I!$ 
Y OVERSEAS MISSIONS + DATUK SERk DR. PIAWATHIR ADDED. 
IS QUEST ION HE SA IfI WAS BEST ANSWERED BY’ EXAHPimg AND Q=t:: 
IS LEFT TO *HOSE WHO’HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE ENOUGHT 88 OBTk? b! 
IN FACTOR IES SET UP ON HALAYS $A AS A RESULT OF THE 
NMENT’S INVESTMENT DRIVE.9 - BERNAPIA MORE %4%0dsz 
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DATUK SER I DR. MAHATHIR SAID8 +WE HAVE DONE ,OUR PART, I?- 5i-I ‘id, 
TO THESE PEOPLE TO PROVE THE CAPABILITY OF MALAYS9AN ~~~~~~~ 5”: 
THAT OUR LABOUR FORCE WOULD BE A MAdOR FACTOR TO ENCOURAGE 
INVESTORS TO COME TO MALAYSIA.+ 

HE SAID THAT CERTADN GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY HAD PURPOSELY i: ;:: 
TORTED THE GOVERNMENT’S CLAIM TO MALAYSIA HAV8NQ A LOW COST 
LABOUR FORCE. 

THE EXISTANCE OF A LOW COST LABOUR F(SWCE ‘HE ADDED,’ D&D Nt?‘c 
MEAN THAT WAGES IN .MALAYSIAN WERE LOW BY MAtAYSi AN STkNDARW, 

vdHAT IS TRUE IS THAT OUR WAGES ARE $9 TIMES LOWER THAT %‘I+h . 
PAID IN, SAY, JAPAN, BW REMEMBER THAT IN JAPAN AN APPLE 
COSTS ABOUT 16 TIMES MORE THAN IN MALAYS IA, 

+lT IS A CASE OF MALAYSFA HAVING A LOWER COST OF LlVlM6 THW~S 
PAYING LOWER WAGES,+ HE SAID, y- BERNAMA MORE 14¶5/SZ 
MAHATHIR 3 IPOH I 

. 

BUT WHAT STILL MATTERED TO INVESTORS WAS THAT WALAYSPA’S 
LABOUR FORCE WAS ONE OF THE CHEAPEST AVAILABLE 

DATUK SER I DR. MAHATHIR SAID TWA? THE SAME PiiESSURF GROUPS 
HAD QUESTtONED THE GOVERNMENT’S MOTIVE FOR ENCW?AGINC; FOREIG@ 
INVESTMENT. 

THEY SUGGESTED, HE ADDED THAT FOREIGN INVESTMENT WOULD MAsrE;;Iii 
i 

THE RICH RICHER WHEREAS MALAYSIANS WBULID NOT BE, BETTER OFF 
THEY DID NOT MENTION THE FACT I-HAY COUNTLESS UNEMPLOYED 

’ MALAYSIANS HAD’FOUND A LlVELlHOOD WORKING 1N FACTORIES ALL @v’Ei: 
T-HE COUNTRY. 

THE 
+WE MAY NOT NEED THE MONEY FkOM FOREIGN INVESTORS TO DEVEbtZ‘ 

COUNTRY, BUT WE CERTAINLY REQUIRE THE 30BS THAT THEIR 
FACTOR IES CAN PROVIDE FOR OUR dOBLESS MALAYSIANS,+ DATUK SER E I+. 
MAHATHIR SAID. - BERNAMA 14%7/SZ 
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