
iaid. 
He also criticised the 

policy of the United 
States government re- 
garding the refugees. 

Getting’?&ri’&i~ 

no’t at war and we cannot 
.put them un er 

“r 
the 

category of re ugees.” 
he said. 

Datu k Seri Dr. 
Mahathir said the 
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get the Vietnamese 0111 

of the country and to stol 
their influx into the coun 
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on 

Prime Minist tui 
_ ~~~~~~ 1 tryC*We will continue tc 

Seri Dr. persuade third countrie! 

.Maathir Mohama 
the 

ETa~!35tiEE~ 
to accelerate their pro 
aramme of taking in im 

ViFt~T~e-CTVernment for its in- 
different attitude towards the refugee I 

migrants. 
“The 1 problem wax 

getting serious as thl 
number of refugees ha problem in Malaysia. - I 

“I am very unhappy because the Vietnamese 

%I 
overnment has not done anything at all to help 
alassia solve it.” he said. 
Speaking to reporters 

here, Datuk Seri Dr. 
Mahathir said the pro- 
blem was discussed with 
Vietnam’s Prime 
Minister, Mr. Pham Van 
Dong during his recent 
visit to Malaysia, 

“Even 
left Malavsia to continue 
his visit- to the other 
countries in the region, 
the problems were re. 

I ferred to the Vietnamese 
embassy here but we 

‘already increlased ts 
more than 45.000. 

“We c a n n 0 

towards the illegal immi 
grants. 

“We want t2i takt 
drastic action but therr 
are limits to beink 

;;aes.. We cannot iti 
; we are 

murderers. 
“If we were at war. 

we could shoot them buf 
we are not fi hting the 
refugees. An 6: we also 
cannot bear to watch the 
children die,” he added. 

On the refugees who 
were unwanted b third 
countries, the 6 eputy 
Prime Minister said that 
the Government would 
try its b&t to get rid of 
them. 

“We would not want 
an 
to i?l 

undesirable element 
e left in our country,” 

he said. 
Datuk Seri Dr. 

Mahathir also said that 
he was aware of some 

R 
olitical leaders who 
ave been trying to use 

the issue of refugees as 
political leverage. 

“These people are 
only thinking of their 
political interests and 
they can embarass the 
Government. 

“The 
be viewe in the national 3 

roblem should 

interest and not political- 
ly. .I - 
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