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KUALA LUMPUR DEC. a3/ (BERNAMA) - [D&K SERD DR,MAHATHB_R 
tiOHAMAD’l Sk 1.D TObAY A STUDY SHOULD SE MADF-~e$-TW%‘6)-~-S~-~-~-~~-~“Y 
OF7T-A~I-NG CRAFTSMANSHiP A NAT’88NAL HERlTAGE. 

THIS, HE SAlD, WAS BEING PRACTlSED BY ONE EASTERN 
COUNTRY WHICH PROVIDED SPECIAL TREATMENT TO SUCH 
CRAFI-SMEN TO ENABLE THEM TO PRESERVE THE! R SK ILLS. 

THE DEPUTY PR%HE MBNBSTER SAID MALAYSBA ALSO NEEDED 
To STUDY THE SUBJECT !F OT DBD NOT WSSH TO SEE SUCH SKILLS 
EElNG LOST TO THE COMMUNOTY, 

LAUNCHlNG A BOOK ON THE LBVBNG CRAFTS OF MALAYSIA AND AN 
EXHlBlTlON OF THE SAME T”J2.I AT THE MUZIUM NEGARA HERE 
DATUK SERl DR,MAHATHB R SAD D THE GOVERNMENT HAD SET us, 
MANDBCRAFTS BOARD. 

fHE 

THE BOARD HAD THE FONANCHAL RESCURCES AND THE 
AUTHORITY TO PRESERVE THE SKILLS i\ND TRADITBONAL 
HANDICRAkTS AND TO OBTAi8N NEW MARK.ETS FOR THEM, 
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PlAHATHlR 2 KUALA LUMPUR 

I AN HOWEVER, THE RESPONSiB~LlTY FOR THE ‘FUTURE OF MALAYS 
HANDICRAFTS NEED NOT NECESSAR$LY 3E THAT OF THE BOARD 
OR ITS MARKETING AGENCY &&NE, HE SAID, 

UNPVERSBTiES BAWS, COP?AN!ES AND OTHER PUBLIC ONST 
TIONS SHOULD AL!% PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE. 

HE EXPRESSED REGRET THAT PkIILDINGS IN ‘THE COUNTRY 
DID NO? HAVE A MALAY$~~N CHARACTER AND IDENTITY. 

D ru- 

THIS COULD POSSDBlEITY BE DUE TO THE FACT THAT MANY 
ARCHOTECTS IN THE-COUNVRY WERE TRAINED IN .THE WEST 
AND DID 8dOT ATTEND COURSES ON LOCAL CRAFTS AND DESIGNS 
AND WAYS TO ADAPT THEM ‘$0 THE MATER1 ALS AND FORMS 
OF MODERN BU ILDl NGS, 

BN THIS CONNECTlON HE SUGGESTED THAT THE ART OF HAN- 
Dl CRAFTS BE MADE A SUhECT FOR ALL ARCHITECTS REGI STERED 
SN MALAYSBA, 

HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT R COMPETBTION BE HELD FOR BUiLD9;‘,6 
. 

DESIGNS THAT REFLECTED Ti+E MALA’YSIAN, IDENTITY, -- 3ERNAMA 
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