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KOTA KINABALU, JAN. 24~(BERNAMA)-DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
[;;IJ;k SER I DR. MAHATHIR MOHAb?4D'TQDAY REVEALED THAT A GROUis 

% i [SELF 4~1~70iii3-V7S%3i+ 1 S HELP ING VIETNAMESE BOAT 
PEOPLi TO COME TO MALAYS IA, 

THIS GROUP MET WITH REFUGEES IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA PROVIDI~~!~: 
THEM WITH MAPS, COMPASSES AND OTHER NAVIGATIONAL A IDS 
AND DIRECTED THEM TOWARDS THE MALAYStAN COAST. 

HE TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE HERE THAT IN VIEW OF THIS, TWE 
GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED NOT TO ALLOW ANY MORE VIETNAMESE ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANTS. ALL FUTURE BOAT LANDINGS WOULD BE TOWED OUT 

TO I NTERNAT.I ONAL WATERS. 
THE GROUP ALSO INSTRUCl-ED THE VlETiAMESE TO SINK THEIR BOATS ON 

REACH ING MALAYSIAN WATERS SO THAT THEY COULD BE ALLOWED INTO 
THE COUNTRY. 

DATUK SERI DR. MAHATIR SAID: 4lF THIS GROUP THINK THAT THEY 
CAN ASSIST THE VIETNAMESE IN THIS WAY ON HUMANI- 
TAR IAN GROUNDS WE CAN DO ‘EVEN MORE BY REPAIR ING THE lR 
POATS AND G IV lk THEM FETTER MAPS AND COMPASSES TO GO TO O’j-HER 
COUNTR I ES. 4 
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HE iA!D THAT WHEN THE BOAT PEOPLE LE& VIETNAM, THEIR INTENDED 
FINAL DESTINATION WAS NOT MALAYSIA BUT TO COUNTRlES LlKE THE 
ii-II-ED STATES AND EUROPE. 

ON THE 54 000 ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS NOW IN THIS COUNTRY, HE 
SAID THE GOVERNMENT WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO GET THEM OUT. 

SINCE THESE PEOPLE HAD INTENDED TO COME TO 
MALAYSIA ON A TEMPORARY BASIS, BEFORE RESETTLEMENT IN THIRD 
COUNTRIES THEY HAVE TO LEAVE. 

4WE ARE VERY F \RM ABOUT THlS + HE SAID. 
HOWEVER HE ADDED THE ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS WOULD BE 

ASKED TO LEAVE 1N BAfCHES. -BERNAMA MORE’ 1525/AH 
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ON HIS TWO-DAY VISIT TO SABAH, THE DEPUTY, PRIME ~I~~~ISTER 
PRAISED THE STATE GOVERNMENT FOR , ITS SUCCESS IN IMPROV ING THE 
,qATE’S F t NANC I AL POS IT I ON. 

SAEAH WHICH IN THE PAST WAS FACING A SHORTAGE OF FUNDS WAS 
NOW ENJOYING A HEALTHY SURPLUS, HE ADDED. 

HOWEVER D!ATUK SER 1 DR. MAHATH IR SAID SARAH COULD NOT DEPEPi? 
Ei\;TlRELV Oh TiMBER EXPORTS ESPECIALLY IN LOG FORM, 

STEPS St-iOULD BE TAKEN TO PROCESS LOGS INTO FIN I SHED PRODUCTI 
so f14b.T ‘$HE RATE OF T3MBER DEPLETION CAN BE CHECKED. 

I-jE ALSO COMMENDED THE STATE GOVERNMENT FOR LAUNCHING ITS 
PEgPLE’S ECONOMlC PROJECTS PROGRAMME IN EVERY VILLAGE, WHICH 
I-iE SA ID SHOULD ,BE ADOPTED IN OTHER STATES AS WELL. 
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COMMENTING ON THE HIGH COST 0; LIVING IN SABAH’ THE XPIITY 
PRIi\‘lZ MINIS-l-ER SAlD THIS COULD BE BROUGHT DOWN IF’THE DEPEE;!DE%CE 
ON IMPQRTS ESPECIALLY ON FOODSTUFFS WAS .REDUCED BY GROWING -i-HEM 
LOCALLY. 

THE STATE SHOULD CONCENTRATE MORE ON AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS 
SUCH AS THE SABAH GOVERNMENT CATTLE FARM IN AUSTRALIA AND ITS 
FOOD GROW I NG PROJECTS. 

DATUK SER I DR. MAHATH PR ALSO AGREED IN PR INCIPLE TO CONSIDER 
INTRODUCING CTV FOR VIEWERS IN SABAH AND SARAWAK OVER CHANNEL 
3 IT IT DID NOT INVOLVE EXTRA COSTS IN MAINTENANCE 

. 

+ I CANNOT GIVE THE GREEN LIGHT NOW AS THE 
:.TUDIE2 F1;RTHER.a HE ADDED. --BERNAMA IAnA/AH 

MATTEi WILL BE 
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