
KUALA LUMPUR FEB, 13 (EERi!AhA) - MAS’MUST RID ITSELF OF 
IRRESPONSBBLE AkD BOSL0YAL EP%Pi.e3YEES iF THE AIRLINE IS TO BE A 
VI ABLE VENTUR.E AND F&! IXE C6UNTRY TO HAVE SUiTABLE AIR SERVICES, 
DA-I-UK SER B DR,,b4A;-lATH !R MOkiAMAD ,%A ID TODAY, 

ONE i+AY .iT COULD--‘DO-.Ti! W--WKS BY $ACXiNG THESE WORKERS FOR 
FLOWIING RULES AND CONTRXTUAL OiILtGAT00NS, THE DEPUTY ‘PRIME 
MENBSTER ADDED AT A PRESS BRIEFING AT HIS OFFICE HERE. 

THE POSSiBlLDTY OF DISSOFVONG MAS AND FORMING A NEW AIRLINE IdlTH 
NEW WC%KERS AND NEV MA?~iAGEMENT 2’AS AMONG THE POSSiBlilTiES ‘THAT 
WOULD DE STUDlED IN QVERCOMING THE PRESENT CROSBS, HE SA!D, 

+EVG?Y POSSIBILITY WILL BE STUDDED BEFORE DECltDlNG ON THE 
CO1;RSE OF ACTION,+ HE ADDED, 

+WE MAY CLOSE IT DOWN WE MAY RE-OPEN IT --“IT ALL DEPENDS 
ON WHETHER THE PUBLSC WAbTS A NATFONAL AIRLINE. BF SO, IT MUST 
I-iAVE LOYAL WORKERS.+. 

HE SAlD IF THE STAND-OFF BETWEEN THE AIRL DNE EMPLOYEES UN ION AND 222 
THE MAS MANAGEMENT CONTINUED NEW WORKERS bH0 WERE LOYAL AND 
DEDICATED MIGHT HAVE TO BE RkCRUITED. 

HE SAID “THAT TO SOME GROUPS OF MAS WORKERS THE lMAGE OF 
PtAS - ON WHICH THE COUNYRY’S DEVELOPMENT AL& DEPENDED - 
+flEANS AB'SOLUT'ELY NOVHBNG + AND THEY WERE PRESSURING THE 
MANAGEMENT TO ACCEDE TO Ak THE(IR DEMANDS WITHOUT CAi?‘%NC% WHAT THEY 
DESTROYED IN THE PROCESS. - BERNAMA MORE 1838/YF 
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ON THE POeiCE ARRESTS OF 18 PEOPLE TODAY IN CONNEC?‘iON W ilTH 
:-HE MAS TROUBLES, DATUK SEf?l DR,,MAHA-i’HIR SA3D THE POL3CE HAD 
REASONS FQ$’ if, 

+CERTAI’N PEOPLE HAVE DONE TH Ii&S THAT ENDANGER THE LIVES OF 
mHER ?EOi’LE, AND THIS IS VERY SERIOUS,+ HE ADDED.,:.yTHIS IS 
rSFHER THAN DESTROYING MA5 - WE CAN’T AFFORD TO HAV-~$5OPLE 
!iABOTAG PNG THE COUNTRY.+ 

ON TSIE TAMPER ONG OF MAS AORCRAFT THAT LED TO THE S :.QDEN ’ DEC I S 1 ON 
LAST NIGHT TO SUSPEND ALL THE A!RLINEsS FLtiGHTS, HE SiiJ’; TWO 
AIRCRAFT WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN TAMPPRED WITH AND TM IS MEANT 
?HE SAFETY OF THE OTHER AIRCRAFT COULD NO LONGER fiE E%!SURED UNTIL 
STRlCT CHECKS WERE MADE ON THEM. 

THE TAMPERING INVOLVED XERTAIN INTERFERENCES WHICK CAN CAUSE 
A PLANE NOT TO REGISTER CERTAIN THINGS ESSENTIAL FOR FLYING; 
AND SIMPLE THINGS WHICH CAN PREVENT A PLANE FROM TAKING OFF,+ 

+WE’VE GOT DEFBo3;TE SUSPlClON AND TH,IS HAS TO BE PROVED,+ 
t!E ADDED. - BERNAMA hG:?E 1843/Yf 
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AT THE OUTSET DATUK S&RI DR,MAHATHIR SAID THERE. WAS NO 
DESIRE ON THE PAldT OF THE GOVERNMENT ?O BE UNFAIR TO .ANYONE BUT 
AS A DEVELOP I PIG NAT I ON, MALAYS! A COULD ida0 AFFORD TO ,BE 
VERY LAX ABOUT HOW THE COUNTRY WAS BEING HANAGED. 

PT COULD NOT AFFORD THE K 1 ND OF ATTOPUDE THAT BEJmkVED IN 
DO 1 NG DAMAGE TO OTHERS TO BENEF IT A PARTICULAR GROUP ’ AND SUCH 
GROUPS MUST LEARN THAT THEY COULD NOT AFFORD TO DO Tk 1NGS THIS 
WAY . 

WWEN MAS WAS FORCED NOT TO FUNCTION, IT AFFECTED NOT ONLY THE 
+CAP lTAL !$T EMPLOYERS,+ BUT ALSO THOSE WHO DEPENDED ON ITS SERV ICES 
SUCH AS BUSINESSMEN, THOSE WHO HAD TQ TRAVEL URGENTCY TO SEE SICK OR 
DYING RELATIVES, AND THOSE WHO EARNED THEIR LIVELIHOOD.BY 
PROVIDING SERVotiES TO MAS. 

.&SINCE MAS WAS FORMED, WE’VE BEEN SEEING REPEATE*D INDUSTRIAL 
STR IFE WITH IN MAS 
INDUSTRY + HE ADDED 

WHOSE PROBLEM WAS THAT. tf WAS A -VERY VuJ~ERAB~E 

-!-THE kATURE w ki BUSiNESS 1s THAT WHEN ITS WORKERS Go ON 
:-(GIME IT HITS NOT ONLY THE EMPLOYERS BUT A LfYI' OF OTHERS - 
F/~c;~E&RS CATERERS THOSE INVOLVED 'ONE WAY OR OTHER WITH MAS 
---“iNIl C&NATURAL TENDENCY WAS TO ACCEDE TO THEIR DEMANDS BECAUSE 
\< DO NOT LIKE TO SEA THE PEOPLE SUFFER.+ - BERNAMA MORE lf349/YF 
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EVERYTIME THE l <HREAT h!A$ HX’CO-~f OP3G t&R-[!Mil 6=OLLOWED B:’ A 
GO-SLOW, WH ICH WAS ACPi!Ak.L’b fit4 b NDUSTR I AL ACT! ON LAND C0NST ITUTEII 
A STRIKE 1F ANNOUNCED, 1jL.T GEC>I.ISE 
WAS NOT VERY EASY TO DETECT 

P-i- WAS NOT ANNOUNCED, 1-b 
DT AND P ‘ic”K ON THE DOERS, 

THIS HAPPENED EVERYT iT”ci Tf-“IERE WAS THE SLIGHTEST DEL&.‘: P$; REACIJ ING 
SEllIEMENT DUR I NG NEGOT 8 AI- IONS I3CTIdEEN THE UQJ I ON AND THiZ MANAGE- 
MEN-T AND ITS EFFECT WAS TO DESTROY THE IMAGE OF MkS b%EN IT WAS 
TRYlitG TO COMPETE WITH SO MANY OTHER AiRLltjES WHICH WERE BfGGER, 
IN THE ASEAN REGION OTSELF. 

D3RING EVERY NEGOTiAT113N FOR REVZSBON OF SALARBES EVERY THREE 
YEARS THE UNioN USED PRESSURE TACTDCS~ h!H%CH TENDED Ti) ESCALATE, 
AND WkN THE MAS MANAGEMENT REFUSED TO BOW DOWN THIS TIME IT 
GXX.JJED TO A GO-SLOW, AND BECAUSE THIS WAS NOT LAWFUL, +HE 
REG iSTRAR OF TRADE UN1 ONS SUSPErt:DED THE UN ION, ’ 

+THE UNiOiV REFUSED !ZVEIJ TO SEE US,+ DATUK SER I DR, MAAjATH1R . 
SAf D. +WHEN WE TAKE ONE XC IS ION, THEY TOOK ANOTHER ACTEON, 
EVERYTHING WE Dl,D THEY $A3D WAS WRONG,+ 

MAS HAP MADE EVERY EFFORT ‘TO SETTLE THE DISPUTE Bts3’ THE 
@Ii ON, t NSTEAD OF MA’% I NC; COUNTER-OFFERS TO THE MANAtEMENT 
Dt STOZ’TED THE MANAGEMENTPS OFFERS TO INFLAME THE EMOT lONS@ of Tt{E 
s:PLOYEES, - ZEXNAMA MORE 1919/YF 
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THE MAS OFFER OF AN AVERAGE E IGHT PER CEI$T H 1 KE f N PAY WAS .1 i4 
FACT A CONSIDERABLE INCREASE DATUK SERl DR,MAHATHIR SA!;‘l, AND 
&Of? THE LOWER GRADE \MPLOYEE$, THE lNCR!#ENTS PROPOSED \IEWE 3.6 

‘PER CENT W+ijCH WAS MORE THAN WHAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD GiVEK 17-S 
WORKER$’ IN THE LAST PAY REVISION, SO MUCH SO THAT AN LCE-QUALiFiED 
UNSK ILLED MAS WORKER WOULD TAKE’ HOME ABOUT $330 A PfjONTH, 

THEN CABIN CREW ALSO ENJOYED A LOT OF FACEL871ES SUCH AS ALL- 
EXPENSES-PA!D OFFDAYS OVERSEAS, MEAL ALLOWANCES BE B NG G lVEN EVE3 
WHEN THEY ATE ON BOAiKD Dm!NG FLIGHTS, A,ND THEiR WORKING CONDkTlONS 
WERE THE SAME AS ON OTHER AitRtlNES, 

DATUK SER 1 DR,MAHATH 1R ALSO DEPLORED Fe)AE OGN JNTERFERENCE 
ON THE MAS DISPUTE bN APPARENT REFERENCE f0 THE THREAT BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL AlRLfitE FEDERAT!ON TO BOYC5TT SERVICING OF MkS 
PLAtI1ES ABRGAD ON SUPPORT O’F THE AEW, 

+S l NCE t NDEPENDENCE, ONE OF. OUR CARDt NAL PR ONCBBLES B S THAT 
THERE SHOUtD BE NO INTERFERENCE BY ANY FaEtGN POWER I!4 OUR tNTEi?i’iAi . . ._. ._ _ _. 
AFFAIRS + l-k SAID, 

+HOWhER ‘THIS HAS ESCAPED THE MQT ICE 06: SOME W 8..R TRADE 
UNlON LEAD& AND THEY FEEL TtiAT WHEN THEYeVE Gt)T PR%LEMSp THE‘\’ 

CAN USE FCRE t&N TRADE UN IONS TO SUPPORT T#EwYs, 
+SOME OF THESE FQf?E&GDB UNIONS HAVE EVEh ORDERED US TO DI INIS 

AND TO DO THAT, I'M ASHAXD TO SAY 
-i-HAT OUR UN ION LEADERS HAVE R.ESORTED TO TH t S.+ - BERNAMA MORE 
Mitiiiiiid L MAS 6 KUALA LUNPUR e’~~s=t~ft’e’ 

AND 
HE SAID THE FOREldN UNIONS +DO NOT HAVE ANY LOVE Fi;. .:S,-+ 

THIS WAS EVIDENCED BY THE ACT ION OF THE TEXTILE ‘WC%Q3?~ 1 N 
THE UNITED STATES WHO FOUGHT 
FOR PROTECTOONSST LAWS THOiJGH+OUR WORKERS ARE AFFECTED,+ 

HE SAID THESE i-“irs rw\EtGN WORKERS WERE JUST AS LIKELY TO HIT 
AT THE LOCAL WORKERS lirr 57 SUITED THEM, AND IT SO HAPPNED THAT IN 
THE PRESENT CASE, BY HELPtNG THE AEU THEY, WERE DESTROYDNG THE 
NAT I OMAL A IRL I NE, 

THE GOVERNMENT HE SAID L/AS AWARE OF A CERTAIN FX+4kLAYSlAbi 
TRADE UNIONIST WHb WAS TRYING TO GET EVERYBODY ELSE-(FROM OVER- 
SEAS) TO DESTROY MAS. 

DATUM SER I DR. MAHATH IA SAID &AT WAS HAPPEN I NG NOb’ S~lOULil 
NOT BE THE CONCERN ONLY OF THE GOVERNMENT BUT ALSO -k&S 
AND THE PEOPLE. 

ON THE NEXT STEP F’OLLOWONG THE GROUNDlNG OF ALL ?I/\,S AIZCRAFT 
THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THIS DID NOT MEAN MAS H:?D CLOSd 

’ nowiv * 
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cS0 16 MAS IS TO Sl!RVIE,v $T MUST BE SURE OF LOYAL :I;JC@KERS 
DEDECATED TO IT', MAS MUST KNOW TUAT !TS k'Of?ERS Wlk 
GEWE TOO PER CENT SERVICE,+ 

ON ARBlTRATEON TO SOLVE THE D%SPNE, THE DE~WTY ._, 
PR [r$-: ~l~NIS:~R S&81) WE DtT) NOT SEE HOW THiS COULD BE B%dZ IN A “; ., 
SBTlJATDOM WH.ERE ‘THE LAW IdA:3 BEEN BROKEN THROUGH GO=SL~%5, 
BREACHES OF .C0N-~Rr;lC-l-, INDESclPLlME AND TAMPER1NG OF ?18~?3kAFT. 

?‘OTH LABOUR AND FrlANPOh’ER .MtN I STER, DATUK R ICHARD W, 
AND TRANSPORT MGNISTER TAP:: SRI V.MANiCKAVASAGAM, WHO k$RE 
PRESENT AT THE BM IEF ING EXPLAINED HOW THEY AND THE MAS i3OARD 
i‘lEMBERS MADE VAR IOU3 EFkORTS TO GET THE UN ION LEADERS 
TO THE NEGOTDATPNG TABLE,+ BUT THE UNION LEADERS Jt@T ~~~~gT 
WANT TO TALK TO ANYONE AND ARE HIIDING FROM EVERYONE,+ 

+ITJ$ A QUESTION OF DEFIANCE OF LAW AT THE MOMENT + i=t:‘IUK 
;_(O SAID, +THE YRkCK RECORC OF THE UNION SHOtiS THAT l% fS 
BENT ON SOMETHING NOT ONLY ILLEGAL BUT TOTALLY UNACCEPY”ZLE.+ 

EXPLAlN:h:G CJHY THE REGISTRAR OF TRADE UNIONS 
DEREG ISTERED 1;374- ac THE UN DON MEMBERS AND MOVED FOR 
SEREGISTRATI@N i’jt-” THE UNION ITSELF DATUK HO SAID THAT iN THE 
OVERALL I NTERE;T;;- 3;- l NDUSTR I AL PEAbE IN THE COUNTRY THE SITUA- 
1ION HAD TO BE NiQPti2 2% TP-IE BUD. -BERNAMA MORE d5/AH 
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REPLYING TO QUESTIONS DATUK SERD DR.MAHATHIR SAID IF 
THE MANAGEMENT WAS AT FAbLT, TH IS‘ SHOULD HAVE BEEN BROUGHT ,:by-: 
J-0 THE NOTICE OF THE GOVERNMENT LONG AGO, AND THERE WERE’ STILL y: > 
W3JTY OF: AVENUES FOR SUCH COMPLA tNTS TO BE AIRED,, . . 

ON WHE-i-HER WEAKNESSES ON MAS MANAGEMEPJ b’OULD BE STUDI ED, 
HE SAIDI +-WAIT AND SEE,+ 

HE WAS NOT SIi%E yE_:/q- 7);s 
tiA3 DOES NOT EA’,k A MONCrPOLY 

CREAT80N OF ANOTHER AlRhiNE :;;3 Tf!A-j- , 

SOL Iri 1 ON. 
IN THE COUNTRY WA3 A f+.,S;-:jt,~ 

01: WHETHER FOREIGN AI:“I_INES WOULD BE GIVEN MORE LANtit’i:‘~~ iliGHTS 
Ibl VIEW OF SUSPENSDORl OF :rifZS SERVICES, HE SAID,+ MJ;E r;l,t.' .-;iOTECT, 
OUR LANDING RIGHTS.+ . 
--BERidAMA !947/AW -vd.cs 
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