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rERNAMA)- THE GOVERNMEI;T IS CARRYING OUT 
VARIOUS FEAStBlLlTY S?UDl S FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF 
INTER-URBAN TOLL ROADS BY PRIVATE CONSORTIlA ON A PACKAGE DEAL BASIS, 
DEPUTY PRIME Mt#jSTER DATUK SERI DR.sqMAHATHIR_,MOHAHADd;SAID HERE 
TODAY. 

. . . . . . 

“IT IS.HOPED THAT WITH THIS ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR TO COME FORWARD TO FINANCE- HBGHWAY CONSTRUCTION AND OPERA- 
TIONS THE LIMITATIONS TO THE‘ROAD-BUkDIING PROGRAMMES CAUSED BY 
ACCES6 TO FUNDS BY THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE MINIMISED ‘) HE ADDED, 

OPENING THE SYbIPOSlUM ON NATIONAL HIGHWAY PROGREb AND FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS DATUK SER3 DR, MAHATHSR SAID SUCH ROADS WOULD 
BE INITIALLY ALONb THE WEST COAST OF PENINSULAR MALAYSIA. 

PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONSORTIA FOR THE FIR87 PACKAGE OF 
34 MILES OF A FOUR-LANE HIGHWAY FROM CHANGKAT ,JERlW TO lPOH IN 
PERAK WAS IN PROGRESS. 

THE 1 NTTEREST SHOWN BY BOTH LOCAL AND FORE tGN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANIES IN THE HIGHWAY PACKAGE DEAL PffOJECT HAD BEEN VERY GOOD, 
DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID, 
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHOR SAID ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL KEYS TO THE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROGRESS PN DEVELOPDNG COUNTRIES WAS A GOOD 
AND EFFICIENT ROAD SYSTEM, 

IN A COUNTRY LIKE MALAYSslA THE ECONOMY WAS VERY SENSfTlVE 
TO ROAD INVESTMENTS AS AISIY IkrADEQUACY IN EXPENDITURE ON ROADS COULD 
DELAY OR CURTAIL THE PLANNED ACHIEVEMENTS OF OTHER DEVELOPMENT 
INVESTMENTS AND iN TURN HAVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON THE ECONOMY. 

HE SAID THAT UNDER THE THIRD MALAYSlA PLAN ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE 
HAD AGAIN BEEN GIVEN A CONTtNUDNG AND’IMPORTANT ROLE tN THE ECONOMIC 
AND SOCl AL DEVELOPMENT OF ‘THE NATI.+ON, 

THE PLAN’S ORiGIINAL PROGRAMME FOR RO’kDS IN THE RURAL AREAS 
WAS #ia7 MILLION B19.P’ THlS WAS IINCREASED TO $457 MiLLION IN 1977 
UNDER THE GOVERWMENT”S ACCELERATED RURAL ROADS P@Xd?AMME, 

THIS HAD BROUGHT T% WOTAL PLANED EXPENDITURE ON ROADS FOR 
THE PLAN PERIOD 1976 XI $!Xm TO $f,3@ MkLIOM, ’ 

DATUK SERI DR, MAHAfHDR HOPED THAT YHE SYMPOSIUM WOULD ALSO LOOK 
INTO THE PROBLEM43 POSED BV CONSTRAINTS SUCH AS SHORTAGE OF SK ILLED 
AND TECHNICAL MANPOWER, PARTICULARLY IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, nrR1,r.r 1 rcs11 ̂  A-. h 
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