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KUALA LUbIP!JR MARCH 3 (BERblAF A) - DATUK SER l DR. f4AHATII. I E 
MOHAMAD SAID TObAY ASEAN HAD NO !NTENT:ON B 

AcTTI% AS A MILITARY BLOC EVEN IN THE EVENT OF THE SONO- d 
ETF:AMESE \/AS SPREAD I NG TO ASEAN COUb!T?+lES. 

THE DEPVY PR IME MINISTER STRESSED -%AT ASEAN WAS AN 
3ZO40!‘4 IC GROUP I NG AND IT lJOULD REHA 1 F1 SO. : 

I’. SPE/:KING TO REPORTERS HERE HE REITERATED THAT ASEAN HOPED THE 
t’(PR idOULD DE A LIMITED CONFLlCT BETWEEN CHINA AND V lETNAM AND 
TFIaT IT iiOlJLD NOT ESCALATE INTO A CONFLICT BETWEEN BIG POWERS. 

+PUT IF THE CONFLICT ESCALATES NOT. ONLY ASEAN .EUT EVERY 
r:C~!i\lTRY It’! THE WORLD WOULD EE AFFECTED,+ HE SAID. 

DAT1JK SERl DR. MAHATMIR SAID MALAYSlA LIKE ANY OTHER 
!\SEAN NATIONS HAD SIGNED BILATGRAL AGREEMENTS WITH EACH 0T:iEE WHtCH 
i%~'!lDED FOR LIMITED COOPERATION IN CERTAIN AREAS,, 

-+-!iE CAN ACT EILATERALLY IF WE FEEL THAT WE ARE BE ING 
-i‘%3’~?iE~?Ei3,+ HE POINTED OUT. - 3ERNAMA MORE 142O/SZ . 
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3% THE QrJEST ION OF ASEAN MED I AT ING IN THE CONFL ICT DATIJK SEE I . 
iI?. ?‘IAAtATH IR $A I DI +WE ARE ALWAYS AVA ILABLE . . . . EI.!T WkETHER WE 
,‘d?E ACCEPTED I S ANOTHER QUEST ION,+ 

+‘il!X/c:E HAS BEEN TALI<S ABOUT THIS BUT WE DO NOT Kb!Oi,l WHETHER 
‘i‘c?T’,I ? I i7ES AGREE TO Tid 1%. 

-c~~~\‘T EVEN !F THEY ACCEPT US, THEY MIGHT LAY CERTAIN 
i~RECO!‘!~lTlONS WHICH ??lCtlT MAKE CllJR TASK !MPOSSlBLE,+ HE SAID, 

;?ATUK SEP I DR. XAAHAT1.1 I:‘? STREFSED THAT ASEAEI HAD ‘MADE. IT 
CifXi? THAT iT WAS ALWAYS COf:SC I OlJS OF ITS PESPOKSI)! ILITY IN 
THE r; EG I ON +DUT WE CAN’T FORCE OUR OP I !:j I ON ON OTHERS. + 
- ??!EI?f~A?~k f420/S;Z 
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