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KUCH ING, MARCH 18 THE GOVERNMENT tS TO G tVE 
A SER tOUS ATTENT ION TOWARDS THE FULL DEVELOPMENT OF SARAWAK’S 
POTENT I AL AS THE MAIN SG’:jRCE OF HYDRO-ELECf’R tC ITY SUi’p’LY FOR THE 
ENTIRE COUNTRY. 

DEPUTY PRIME MtNtSTER DATUK SERI DR. -rM~!BB3~~ISCLQSED 
tIERE TODAY THAT A GERMAN CONSULTANT FIRII? HAD BE!3 COMMISSIONED 
TO UNDERTAKE A FEASIB tL,tTY STUDY ON THE PROJECT, 

HE TOLD BEWSMEN BEFORE RETURN ING TC KUALA LUMPUR AFTER A 
VISIT HERE THAT THE STATE’S HYDRO-ELECTRtCtTY POTENTIAL, tF 
FULLY TAPPED,, WOULD BE CAPABLE OF MEETING THE REQUDREMENT OF THE 
WHOLE OF JAPAN. 

+THE PROELEM HOWEVER, 4s HOW TO TRANSFER THE ENERGY TO 
FEN INSULAR PlALAfS IA,+ ME SAID, - BEPNAMA MORE 12%/ IB 
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TI-Ii=: DEPUTY PR iME Ml N ISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO LOOK 
F’CQ OTHER SOURCE OF POWER lN VIEW OF -ME RlStNG PRiCE OF OtL. 

SINCE THERE WAS NO INDICATION OF Oft PRICE GOtNG DOWN tf 
‘doULII MEAN THAT THE PR ICE OF ELECTR tCtTY WOULD ALSO GO Ub, HE 
STRESSED. 

HE POINTED OUT HOWEVER THAT AS THE GOVERNMENT CQNSlDEREa 
d.XTR Ic IVY AS A ~ECESSITY’FOR THE PEOPLE RATHER THAN A LIJXURY, 
IT WOULD SEE TO IT THAT SARAWAK’S VAST HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER 
I”OTENT I AL WOULD BE FULLY EXPLOI 
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DUR f NG H IS THREE-DAY’, STAY DATUK SER 1 DR. MAHATH JR WAS ,‘, 
BR I EFED ON THE, VAR IOUS D&ELObMENT PROJECTS BEING CARR IED OUT t N’ ,. 
THE STATE INCtUDt MG THE l.NG PROJECT AT BlNTULU IN THE FOURTH 
DIVISION. 

HE SAID HE DID NOT FORSEE MUCH PROBLEMS ON THE LABOUR Ab ’ ’ 
:.lANPOWER gXQUIREMENTS F’OR THE LNG PROJkCT AS ‘WELL AS FOR OTti,ER 
PROJECTS,:,IN THE DIVISION, 

THIS”,WAS BECAUSE THE QUESTtON OF ?RAtNING FOR LOCAL PEOPLE 
IN THE VARIOUS NECESSARY SKILLS WAS Bf:NG LOOK AFTER. 

HE FELT THAT ONLY A SMALL PRECENTAGE OF FOREIGN LABOUR NEEDED TO 
T’E IMPORTED WHILE 07HERS COULD BE ?R,OUGHT EITHER FROM PENINSULAR 
MALAYSIA OR SABAH, 

ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE RETURN OF MAS DC-10 FROM SYDNEY THIS 
MORNING DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR SAID HE WAS 
HAPPY WITH THE DEVELOPMENT. 

DATUK SER I DR. MAHATHIR W0Ut.D LEAVti FOR JAKARTA AS HEAD OF THE 
MALAYSIAN DELEGATION EARLY THIS WEEK FOR TALKS BETWEEN THE ASEAN 
AND AUSTRALIAN ECONOMIC MtNtSTERS ON AUSTRALIA’S C+itEF AIR’ 
FERE POLICY. 

HE SA’ID ASEAN ECONOMIC Ml N ISTERS GOULD PRESENT A REASONABLE 
I-‘ORMIJLA TO THEIR AUSTRALIAN COUNTERPART WiTH THE HOPE THAT tf 
kb-IllLD BE ACCEPTED AS A FAIR DEALING. fb-BERNAMA MORE 1%4/MD, 

DATUK SEP I DR. MAt4ATN IR AND DATIN SER I DR. St71 kASMAH WERE 
GtVEIJ A RED CARPET SEb:D OFF AT THE A IRPQRT 

A LARGE GATHERING OF PEOPLE INCLUCING’STATE MlNkTERS AND 
X,1 f OR GOVER/?MENT OFF ICI ALS AND’ THEIR WIVES WERE AT THE A IRPOi?; 
7-0 SEE THEM OFF, 

LEAV I NG ON THE SAME A tRCRAFT WERE t’b!E SARAWAK CH f EF M i N t St-! 
i’:,ATN PAT IMGG I TAN SR I HAJI ABDUL RAHM&N YAKUB AND THE FEDERAL” 
ht N I STE!? OF SC f ENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENt, TArJ SR 1 ONG KEE 
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