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KUCHING, MARCH 18 (EERJ&MA)-— THE GOVERNMENT IS TO GIVE
A SERIOUS ATTENTION TOWARDS THE FULL DEVELOPMENT OF SARAWAK’S
POTENT 1AL AS THE MAIN SCURCE OF HYDRO-ELECTRICITY SUPPLY FOR THE
ENTIRE COUNTRY. ' : ‘

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR MOHAMAD .D!SCLOSED
HERE TODAY THAT A GERMAN CONSULTANT FiRM HAD BEEN COMMISSIONED
TO UNDERTAKE A FEASIBILITY STUDY ON THE PROJECT,

HE TOLD REWSMEN BEFORE RETURNING TC KUALA LUMPUR AFTER A
VISIT HERE THAT THE STATE?S HYDRO-ELECTRICITY POTENTIAL, IF :
FULLY TAPPED, WOULD BE CAPABLE OF MEETING THE REQUIREMENT OF THE
WHOLE OF JAPAN, : i '

+THE PROBLEM, HOWEVER, 1S HOW TO TRAMSFER THE ENERGY TO
FENINSULAR MALA?SlA,+ HE SAID, = BERNMAMA MORE 1255/IB
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THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO LOOK
FOR OTHER SOURCE OF POWER IN VIEW OF THE RISING PRICE OF OiL.

SINCE THERE WAS NO INDICATION OF Oil PRICE GOING DOWNﬁ 7
ﬁ??&“ MEAN THAT THE PRICE OF ELECTRICITY WOULD ALSO GO UP, HE
STRESSED,

HE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT AS THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED
"LECTRICITY AS A NECESSITY FOR THE PEOPLE RATHER THAN A LUXURY,
IT WOULD SEE TO IT THAT SARAWAK'S VAST HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER
POTENT 1AL WOULD BE FULLY EXPLOITED, =—— BERNAMA MORE 1259/Al
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DURING HIS THREE-DAY STAY, DATUK SER| DR. MAHATHIR WAS - |
BRIEFED ON THE VARIOUS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS BEING CARRIED OUT IN
THE STSLE INCLUDING THE LNG PROJECT AT BINTULU IN THE FOURTH
DIVISION, v P |

HE SAID HE DID NOT FORSEE MUCH PROBLEMS ON THE LABOUR AND
ANPOWER ‘REQUIREMENTS FOR THE LNG PROJECT AS WELL AS FOR OTHER
PROJECTSIN THE DIVISION, ~

THIS WAS BECAUSE THE QUESTION OF TRAINING FOR LOCAL PEOPLE
IN THE VARIOUS NECESSARY SKILLS WAS BE:ING LOOK AFTER, | R

HE FELT THAT ONLY A SMALL PRECENTAGE OF FOREIGN LABOUR NEEDED TO
7E IMPORTED WHILE OTHERS COULD BE BROUGHT EITHER FROM PENINSULAR
MALAYSIA OR SABAM., -

ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE RETURN OF MAS DC-10 FROM SYDNEY THIS
MORNING, DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID HE WAS |
HAPPY WITH THE DEVELOPMENT. |

DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR WOULD LEAYE FOR JAKARTA AS HEAD OF THE
MALAYSIAN DELEGATION EARLY THIS WEEK FOR TALKS BETWEEN THE ASEAN
ﬁgDEAUSIﬁALIAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS ON AUSTRALIA®S CHIEF AIR
“ERE POLICY,

HE SAID ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS WOULD PRESENT A REASONABLE
FORMULA TO THEIR AUSTRALIAN GOUNTERPART WITH THE HOPE THAT IT
WOULD BE ACCEPTED AS A FAIR DEALING. -~~BERNAMA MORE 1344/MD
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DATUK SER| DR, MAHATHIR AND DATIN SER! DR. I
GrvswAALiggEc§§$ﬁzR?Emn OFF AT THE AIRPORT. Re SITI HASMAK WERE.
N . SR ING OF PEOPLE INCLUBING STATE MINISTERS AND
SENTOR GOVERKMENT O D .
58 SEgATHEM\OFF. FFICIALS AND THEIR WIVES WERE AT THE ATRPORT

SAVING ON THE SAME AIRCRAFT WERE THE SARAWAK CHIEF MINISTER
- e h ' h {'- i\.
S?E?Q PATINGG! TAN SRI HAJ! ABDUL RAHMAN YAKUB, AND THE FEDEgAL ’
A WISTER OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT, TAN SR1 ONG KEE
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