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KUALA LUMPUR, JUNE 18 (TERNAMA) — LETWEEN 950,000 AND 380,000
DERSONS IN MALAYSIA ARE 'NVOLVED IN DRUG ALUSE, ARD MOST OF THEM
ARE YOUNGSTERS, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD SijD TODAY. , —_—

THERE WAS ADEQUATE STATISTICAL EVIDENCE TO iNDICATE THAT ALMOST
o PER CENT OF DRUG AFUSERS WERE MALZS UNDER 30 YEARS OF AGE,

HE ADDED Wiil OPENING THE FIRST MEETING OF THE COMMONWEALTH WORKING
GROUP OF AS{A AND PACIFIC REGION OM ILLICIT DRUGS, HERE,

: +THIS PROBLEM FECOMES EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANT WHEN CONS!DERATION
IS GIVEN TG THE FACT THAT AT PRESENT MALES ACCOUNT FOR 11.2 PER
CENT OF THC TOTAL POPULATION OF. 16 TO 50 VEARS IN PENINSULAR
MALAYSH A, :

+1T IS THEREFORE EVIDENT THAT PERSONS AT RISK ARE THE YOUTHS
OF THIS COUKTRY, WHO REPRESENT THE MOST VALUATLE RESOURCE OF THE
NATION,+ HE SaiD,

AUSTRALT4, EANGLADESH, INDIA, NEW ZEALAND, PAPUA NEW GUINEA,
SINGAPORE, SRi Lawia, TONGA, WSTERM SAMOA AND MALAYSIA ARE
PARTICIPAY (NG N THe FIVE-DAY MEETING, =-- (ERNAMA MORE 1413/SZ
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FOURTEEY GOUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES ARE ATTENDING AS
OBESERVERS, AMONG THEM ARE DRUNEE, CANADA, FRANCE, HONG
KONG, sNHGo2Sva  (HE NEVAERLANDS, THE PHILIPPINES, SWEDEW, THAILAND
BND VRS U,s.h. snD i NTERPOL, | '

O DATUK CEw. R, MAHATHIR SALD MALAYSIA, RY VIRTUE OF HER
GEGGR 4P H, Tut. PudiT1ON, WAS FACED WITH A& SERIOUS PROTLEM OF ILLEGAL
DRUG TWars i NG,

TUE &.7Ti0W- . COFORCEMENT AGENCIES, HI SAID, HAD RESPONDED
WELL TD Cuih WIS TRAFFIC AND iT WAS REFLECTED 1Y THE LARGE
SERZURE & ..iCiT DRUGS iialE ~ETWEEN 1070 AND 1078,

_ BURING Thé PCRI0D, A TOTAL OF 11,721 KG OF OF UM
b0, 530 K6 UF MORPHINE, 490,857 KG OF HEROIN AND NEAKLY 9,000
KG GF ORY CuWNaRiS. MORD THEN ZWQYNPPP CANNARIS PLANTS and 160,000
PSYCHOTROP ! C T.PLETS WoaE 522D, ’

DATUK SZR. 5o iaiidThin, w0 IS ALSO THE CHALRMAN OF THE NATIONA
CARIRZT CCiliy77id ON DRUG ATUSE CONTROL SAiDbgﬁisg?"TﬁéngE NATIONAL
FIGURES CH7)PLISHED THE FACT THAT MALAYSIA WAS SE)NG USED

AS A TRANG,T ROUTE FOR THE TRAFFICKING OF ILLICIT DRUGS. IT WAS
EQUALLY BICLMING APPARENT THAT AS A CONSEQUENGE THE ILLICIT DRUGS
WERE BECOMiNG €ASILY AVAILAPLE IN THE COUNTRY

— BERNAMA WMORE 1417/S7 o
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DATUK SERE DR, MAHATHIR SAID I7 WAS ESSENTIAL FOR THE WORLD
TO REALISE ViHsT DRUG ALUSE COULD SPREAD FRCM ONE SOCIETY TO ANOTHER
AND AS SUCH NO LONGER COULD ANY NATION AFFORD TG SiT &Y THE
SIDELINES »nND P SSFULY DISREGARD THE SUFFERINGS QF 7S NEIGHBOURS
WHO WERE AFFLiCTED EY TdiS CRUEL DISEASE, '

Az ACPED ThaAT THE MEETING WOULD DISCUSS VARIOUS MEAS
D) SCOURAGE CULTIVATION, PRODUCTION AND TRAFFICKING o7 i
DRUGS, T

AT THe SAME TIME, HE ALSC HOPED THAT "IN DEISCUSSING THESE
PROBLEMS THE MEETING WOQULD ALSO OQUTLINE VHE SCOPLE FOR
,SEEQEER REGIONAL COOPERATION AND UOINTYEFFORTS IN TRADICATING DRUG
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THE DEPUTY PRIMZ MINISTER POINTED OUT THAT THE MEETING WAS
SIGNIFICANT AS THE COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING WERE WITHIN THE AREA OF
THE +GOLDEN TRIANGLE+ WHICH COULD *E APPROPRIATELY DESCRILED
AS THE HURBR AND PRIMARY SOUNCE OF {LLIC!T DRUGS.

HE SAID Thav T WAS INAPPROPRIATE TC ATTRIIUTE THE ENTIRE FLAME
FOR THE DRUG ABUSE MENACE ON SOCIO-ECOMOMIC ADVANCEMENT AND
MODERN|SATION, —— RERNAMA MORE 1491 /57
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+EXTERNAL INFLUENCES AND PRESSURES ARE EQUALLY RESPONSBILE
FOR AGGRAVATING THIS PROELEMS£+ HE ADDED.

"HE POINTED OUT THAT BECAUSE OF THE LUCRATIVE NATURE OF
THE TRANSACTIONS, PEOPLE IN TRAFFICKING WERE NOW PREPARED VO TAKE
HIGHER RISKS,

THIS PROELEM, HE ADDED, WAS 'FURTHER COMPOUNDED 'Y THE FACT THAT
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES ADOPTED VARYING STAUDARDS OF PUNISHMENT FOR
DRUG RELALID OFFENCES,

DATUK SERi DR, MAHATHIR SAID WHILST MALAYSIA ADHERED 70
STRINGENT MEASURES, iT WAS EVIDENT THAT A MUM=ER OF OTHER COUNTRIES
APPEARED TO TOLERATE DRUG RELATED OFFENCES AND THE PUNISHMENTS DO
NOT REFLECT THE SEVERITY OF THE OFFENCES, ,

HE ASSURED THE PARTICIPANTS THAT MALAYSIA WOULD GIVE DUE
CONSIDERATION TO ALL THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS, =~ TERNAMA 1495/SZ
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