
!tuALA LuMPuR, JUNE .25 L(BERP!A:,:A) - THE DISPLAY 0~ D\PLOMATIC 
ILL ON THE PART OF ASEAN COUNTR IES DUE ING THE LAST FEW MONTHS 

9LD AUGUR WELL FOR -IX5 FUTURE OF THE REGION,rDATUK SERt DR. 
.HATH IR MOHAMAG SAID ‘HERE TODAY. 

t ASEAN COUNTR IES NOT ONLY HAD MAINTAINED CORRECT POSTURE 
TH REGARD TO THE INDO-GHINA AND CHINA-INDOCHINA CONF’~lCT;DB~ 
JIAGED TO APPEAR MORE UNITED AND POLlTlCALLY SOLID 

THE DEPUTY PR IME MINISTER .WAS OPEN I NG THE TWO-DA+ CONFEREkE 
I +THE IMPACT OF AN EMERGENT CHINA ON THE ASEAN ECONOMIES OK 

HERE. 
THE CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE INTERNATIONAL AGENCY CALLED 

+CONSULASIA+ IS BEING ATTENDED BY ‘50 REPRESENTATIVES MAINLY 
FROM ASEAN COUNTR I ES. 

DATUK SER I DR.MhHATHIR SAlQ IF THlS ADROITNESS ON THE PART OF _ 

ASEAN CONTINUED THE EMERGENCE Of CHINA AS AN ECONOMIC POWER 
WAS NOT LIKELY 40 UPSET ASEAN, AT LEAST IN THE NEAR FUYURE. - 
BEi NAMb MOR E 1320/YF 
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HE FELT THAT THIS SCENARIO b!AS NOT DIFFICULT TO PREDICT BUT’ 
THE DISTANT FVTURE MAS DIFFICULT’ TO SPECULATE. 

+THE CHINESE AND THE V I ETNAM LEADERS ARE ELDERLY AND SHOULD 
THE TWO COUfS!R IES RECO!% FR IENDS AGA IN BECAUSE OF A CHANGE lfcr 
LEADERSHIP, THEN A t!HOLE P’EV SET OF SITfJA?!ONS $IA’l CG;$2tI$‘;’ T3E 
ASEAN CO’.Ib’TR I ES,+ HE SA 19. 

+V I ETFIAM WOULD THEM I-IAVE L ITTLE FEAR OF A VULNERABLE REAR 'AND 
MIGHT BE TEMPTED INTO VEITT’JRES Z:YOl~:D THE KAM?UCHEAN BCf?DER+, 

THE CHANCES OF COMPLETE RECOXC ILi AT IOh’ SETWEEN THE CH DNESE 
AND THE VIETNAMESE WERE SLIM AS FAR AS COULD BE SEEN. 

ASEAN COUNTRIES, HE ADDED COULD THEREFORE LOOK FORWARD TO 
A FAIRLY GOOD PER IOD OF STABILITY AND ABSENCE OF INVASION THREATS, 

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR, IS ALSO THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
MINISTER SAID THAT ASEAN’S CONCEPT (3F NEVTRALITY ALSO EMPHASISED 
EqTRAyD,E ANI) ECONOMIC CO-OPERAT ION Cti ITH CHINA. - BERNAMA MORE 
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THE MATNTAINING OF STABILITY IN SOUTHEAST A3lA IN THE CONTEXT 
OF Ah! EMERC,Em- AMD rl IL ITAR ILY CAPABLE CH I NA WAS AS MUCH AN ASEAN 
CONCERN, HE ADaED. 

DATUK SERj DR.MAHATHIR SAID THAT THE PAST PERFORMANCE OF 
ASEA!! WAS SUCH THAT EVERY EFFORT h'OULD EE MADE TO ENSURE .AN 
EMERGENT CH ib!A WOULD MOT HAVE ANY DISRUPTIVE INFLUENCE IN THE 
REG 0 ON. 

+INDEED THE ASEAN GOVERNMENTS AND 
h’O!?KING TOWARDS A HEALTHY RELATlobt T 
CIAL FOR THE FIR-Uf?E+ HE ADDED. 

-.. .HAT WILL BE MUTUALLY BENEFI- 

LATER, IN AN ANSWER TO A PARTICIPANT’S QUESTION, HE SAID THAT 
Ek4I-i OF THE ASEAN COUNTR IES HAD TO DEVELOP .ITS OWN MEANS TO DEFEND 
ITS OWN INTE3NAL STABILITY. 

+-WHAT WE FEAR IS THE STEPPING-UP OF EFFORTS ‘BY SUBVERSIVE I 
ELEMENTS TO TOPPLE OR SUBVERT THE GOVERNMENT + HE ADDED 

HE SAID THAT SUCH ACTIONS WOULD EE THE DE$TABILISING’FACTOR 
b!!iICH WOULD BRING ADVERSE RESULTS TO ANY ASEAN COUNTRY. - BERNAMA 
tiof? E 1333/YF 
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BE2 
ON ThrE QUEST lON OF T,lES BETWEEN HCT,NG KONG AND CHINA HE DESCR I- 

;40NG KONG AS A SERVICE CENThE FOR, CHINA TO FOSTES TPh:F: k!:“i”!+ 
OT,?fR COUNTR I ES, PART ICULARLY TfI: AS5;$N “;b.‘i; i Z,*:,r, 

HE SAID THAT CH I MA NEEDED HONG X0&G AhD MAXY ASEliN CfXNi’R IES 
FvlAINTAINED GOOD ECONOMIC AND TRAI:rE TIES WITH HONG KONG. 

AMONG THE PAPE;IS TO BE TAELED AT TYE CONFERENCE ARE ON CH:NA*S 
GEO-POLITICAL CUTLOOK BY A POLiTICAL SC!ENTiST, DR,KENNETH 
LIEBERTHAL, ASEAN AND CHINA’S CHANGING TRADE .PATTERNS -BY UNEVER- 
SITY OF SINGAPORE ECONWlICS LECTURER DR.JOHN WONG, CHDNA*S CAPITt%al. 
CONCEPTS AND THE ROLE OF ASEAN BANKERS BY DR.SI.!~A SANITTANONT 

j FROM THA ILAKD AND PRESENT CONDIT i ONE! AND POTENTIAL QF THE 
CHiMESE ECONOMY BY DR.NICHOLAS LARDY OF YALE UNIVERSITY, - 
BER NAMA 1337/YF 
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