
KUALA LUMPdR, 

cafledon state govern- 
ments to give timber 
concessions only to 
bumiputras who were 
able and willing to 
work the concessions 
themselves. 

He said this would 
ensure bumi utra 
snwmllls of their P imber 
supplies. It would in turn 
guarantee more mean- 
ingful bumiputra ln- 
volvement in the in- 
dustrv. he added at the 
opening of the 
Bumi 

R 
utra Loggers sem- 

inar ere. 
Datuk Seri Dr 

Mahathir also hit out at 
those who, to make ins- 
tant profits, chose the 
short-cut by selling their 
concessions. 

Consortium 
Of about 70 per cent of 

the timber concessions 
given to bumiputras, 
only about 25 per cent 
were being worked by 
z;rni ;tras 

P 
themselves, 

Up till May this year, 
he said, about 74 

of the timber con- 
cessions were given to 
bumi utras 

Thrs seemed to show 
an im rovement 
the 7 

over 
19 6 

only 61.2 
figures when 
er cent of the 

licenccs P ssued and 60 
per cent of the con- 
cessions were given to 
bumiputras. 

However. he said, the 
statistics did not give a 
true picture of 
bumlputra involvement 
in the industr 

“In fact, umip,utra % 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathlr. 

who Is also Trade and In- 
dustrv Minister. also called 
on state governments to end 
the practice of giving 
timber concessions to statu- 
torv bodies to cover their 
losses. 

He Draised the Kelantan 
Goverliment for giving a 
timber concesslon to 
Syarikat Balak Pertama. a 
con lomerate of small 
bum putt-a ‘i companies. 

Bumiputra companies 
should work together so as 
to be able to survive and 
compete more effectively 
with more established 
firms. 

Solution 

tlmHbeeZ%n%%tb~~:trU~ 
porters to form a con. 
sortlum for more effective 

F artlcipation on the interna- 
lanal market. 

He regretted that of the 
145 registered bumiputra 
exporters, only 97 were ac- 
tive 

The De 
ister caile E; 

uty Prime Min- 
on bumlputras 

to gain more experience 
and knowled e of the in- 
dustry so as s o participate 
more effectively in the in- 
dustry which in 1977 earned 
,$;;$g~illlon In foreign ex- 

To provide for this, the 
Government had estab. 
lished lo glng training ten. 
tres in reng anu and Pa- 

lg pb hang to train umiputras. 
He was aware .that 

bumiputras were unanle to 
work their own concessions 
properly because of the lack 
of capital and the size of the 
concessions which makes 
the use of machinery un- 
cconomlcal. 

A solution, he said, was ! 
the setting up of ‘;b”l! 
equipped bumlputra 

% 
P ing companies which cou d 

e engaged by the con- 
cessionaires. 

He said these companies 
would be in a better position 
to obtain bank loans to buy 
theHn,ecerl:“l”,‘oy machinery. 

called on 
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