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+ONCE THEY GAIN POWER, THESE SOCIALIST LEADERS WOULD INTRODUCE 
AN ADMINISTRATION WHICH WOULD NOT PROVIDE F-OR THE DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESS TO JEOPARDISE THEIR POSITION HE SAID. 

ON THE RELIGIOUS OPPORTUNISTS THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID 
THIS GROUP HAD EXISTED FQR A LONE TIME BUT THElR ACTlVlTfES WERE 
NOT APPARENT AS SOME OF THEM HAD PARTICIPATED IN THE BARtSAN 
NAS I ONAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPLINTERS OF THIS GROUP HAD COME UP WITH VAR IOUS MOVEMENTS, 
PURPORTEDLY BASED ON ISLAM, WHICH DURING THE EARLY SEVENTIES 
COOPERATED WITH THE SOCIALIST GROUPS OF : AR IOUS RACES.. 

8 THESE SO-CALLED ISLAMIC SOCIALISTS TO K PART IN THE VARIOUS 
DEMONSTRiiT IONS THEN, 

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHlR SiilD THAT WHEN THE SOCIALIST EFFORTS 
FAILED, THESE RELlGlOUS GROUPS BROKE AWAY AND CARRIED OUT THEIR 
OUI’ STRUGGLES. 

HOWEVER, THEIR TACTICS AND STRATEGIES AND OBJECTIVES REMAINED 
THE SAME. - BERNAMA MORE 1043/YF 
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UNFORTUNATELY CERTAIN GROUPS. WHICH OBSERVED TRUE ISLAMIC 
TEACHINGS, INCLUDING UMNO MEMBERS, WERE YRAPPED BY THEsE PE 

HE SAID ‘THAT ONCE AGA i N ~~~08s STRUGGLE IN T’HE CAUSE 
OF THE NAT I ON AND REL IGION WAS BE I NG CHALLENGED AND ZTHREATE 

HE ADDED THAT THE RELIGIOUS OPPORTUNITISTS REALiSED ?HAT 
RELlG ION REPRESENTED POWER WHICH INFLUENCED THE VALUES AND 
AQ=IONS OF THE MAL’AYS. 1 1 

THEY EXPLOITED REL,tGION TO DIVQE THE MALive WOULD BECOME WEAK AND BE DEPENDENT ON THEM 
HE SAID THESE RELIQIOUS GROUPS WERE NOY*SATISf’IEb 

As THERE WAS NO COERCION IN THE RE’LfGION, 
- BERNAMA MORE 1142/-AZ 
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THEY PREFERRED A RELIQION WH.lCH 6AVE RELCB!OUS LEADERS PmER$ 
TO PASS JUD6WENT AND TO PUNISH. 

IN OTHER WORKS, THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAlD THESE PEwa 
WAMED TO BE THE POWERS BEHIND THE GOVERNMENT. 

HE SAND THE DEVELOQME#T IN A CERTAIN cowTRY 1~ CEDAR ASIA 
WHERE THE’CLERLY HAD THE POWER TO PASS JUDGMENT AND TO lfUNIs& 

\ 

AROUSED THESE PEOPLE’S INTEREST. NAD 
THIS GROUP DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID INTERpRETED SEVERAL 

FIELDS OF ED&AT ION AS BEING SECULAR AND THbs SH0IIRL.D NO? BE 
PURSUED BY MUsLIMS. I 

IN THIS WAY THEY HOPED TO MAKE THEMSELVES THE ONLY f,NTELLECTWALS 
IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD, -,-BERNAMA MORE 1145/AZ 
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THEY ALSO DID NOV WANT MUSLIMS TO PURSUE MATERIAL WEALTH 
ALTHOUGH ISLAM DID NOT PROHIBIT THIS. 

DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR REGRtEI'TED THAT THERE WERE UMNB MEI'lBE#I$ 
WI0 HAD BEEM TAKEN IN BY THIS FALSE INTERPRETAT 1ON AND THOi% 
VALUES ADVOCATED BY THE RELIGIOUS OPPORTtJNt STS. 

HE SAID THAT THERE WERE ALSO UMNO MEMBERS Wt40 FELT THAT 
THE PARTY SHOULD PRACTISE THESE FALSE REtlGIOUS TEACH8NGS 7’0 SHOW 
THAT tTS INTEREST tN RELIG00N WAS NOV LACK8Nki 

THIS WAS EVIDEN? IN THE VARIOUS RESOktrTOONS, ADOPTED BY 
SOME .PARTY DiVfSIONS. 

FOR EXAMPLE, SOME UMNO MEMBERS WANTED THE AnlRE WQRW BY A 
MUSLDM TO BE THE YARDSTICK OF HIS FAITH IN THE REklG,fQN. 

THERE WERE ALSO O?HEf?S WHO WANTED THE GOVERWMENT LED BY UMNO 
TO COMMIT WRONGDOINGS AND MAKE NON-MUSLOMS SlJFFER it4 t%DER To 
PROVE THAT IT WAS CHAMPSON I NG I SLAM. - BERNAHA iWR& B%bT’/AZ 
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DATUM SER 1 IX, MAHATHDR SADD THE FACT THAT ALL THESE ?#ERE 
CONTRARY TO %?%A?4 AND NOT IN KEEPING WITH THE TRUE 3ShA?+!l’C 
GOVERNMENT LED BY THE PROPHET W’AS NOT TAKEN ONTO ACCOUNT, 

THE PFZOBLUlS FACENG MUSLDMS WERE MUCH MO??E THAN THE Q?BXtON w 
ATTIRE 02 THE AVAtLBtLtTY OF SPACE 1N AN AiRCRAFT OR TRAIN FOR 
PRAYERS. 

THE UtN PROBLEM WAS THAT OF SURV t VAL AND HOW TO FORGE UN!TY 
AND BROTHERHOOD, GAtN RESPECT FOR THE RELtG0&d AHi3 BTS FOLLOWERS 
Ah3 SPREAD THE RELIGION, - BERNAMA 1143jAt 
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