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JULY f[(BERNAMA) -- DEPUTY PRIME M;NlSTERbiTUj( 
klR MOHAMAD: SAID TODAY THE .GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT NEGL 

?%f INTERESTS OF .THE WORKERS IN THE COUNTRY WHEN AMENDMENTS WERE 
MADE TO THE EXISTING LABOUR LAWS. 

HHE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT REAL 1 SE‘D T4iE FACT THAT LAWS FOR 7 
PROTECtiON OF WORKERS WAS IMPORTANT, .v-. . 

HOWEVER HE ADDED SOME PROVISIONS OF THE EX;STlNG LABOUR LAWS 
WERE NO LOkER APPLItARlE ’ 

9ATUK SFRI DR, MAHATHlFi WHO IS UMNO’S DEPUTY PRESIDENT’ SAID 
T-tr'iS itHE& 14,?42;NG LY THE DEbATE ON THE UMNO YOUTH RESOLUTlbN ON 
LAbOUR Lkbis A’r’ THE PARTY’S GENERAL -ASSEMBLY HERE., 

THE WESOLUTiON HAD URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO INTRODUCE 
NEW LABOUR PnWS IN LINE WITH THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT< 
IN THE COUNTRY AND THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NEW ECONOMIC POLl CY, 
- BERNAMA MORE 1155/SZ 
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THE RESOLUTION ALSO URGED THE WORKERs- AND EMPLOYERS TO GIVE 
THE I R FULL SUPPORT TO THE GOVERNMENT IN INTRODUCING AND IMPLEHENTiNG, 

*‘NEW LAEOUR LEGDSLATDON TO PROMOTE HARMONY, STAFILITY AND PROSPERITY 
IN THE COUNTRY, 

DATUK SERi DR, MAHATHI R SAI D: +FEFORE WE THINK OF AMENDING THE 
LAEOUR LAWS OF THE COUNTRY WE MUST REACISE THAT THE WORKERS HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO MAINTAIN THEI& POSITION,+ ‘- 

HE SAID THAT IN, THE PAST, WHEN TRADE UNIONS DID NC-IT FYlm= 7°F : 
WORKERS HAD LI VED IN FEBaR AND UNREST. 

THE EMPLOYERS HE SAI D HAD CONCENTRATED ON PllAK I NG LARGE, 
PROFITS AND HAD RI~ORTED fo ANYTHING TO ACHIEVE THAT END 

+THEY PAID LOW WAGES TO THEIR EMPLOYEES AND DOD NOT PiOVIDE THEM 
WITH ANY AMENlflES.+ - RERNAMA MORE 12oo/SZ 
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HE SA\D THAT THE EXlSTlFlG LABOVR LAWS IN THE COUNTRy WERE DRAWN 
u? By THE BRITISH COLON\ALiSTS FOLLOWBNG THE BRBTOSH MoDEi-. . 

DATUK SERP DR’. MAHATHlR SADD THAT BRITAIN WAS NOW FACENG ECbNOM~C 
PROBLEMS BECAUSE OF ITS OWN LABOUR LAWS, 

,,,&I A HAD COP I ED FROM BRITAIN WOULD HAVE MORE 
r7rc 85 2-S MOST LIKELY THAT THE LABOUR LA”iD;;;;E EFFECfS 

ON THE COUNTRY WHI CH HAD JUST ENTERED THE ERA DF llNDUSTRIAL1SAT1ONr 
HE ALSO STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONTINUED ROLE OF THE 

EMPLOYERS IN CREATING lNDUSTRlAL HARMONY BY NOT US\NG THE,POWER 
OF + OCK 

lb 
OUT+ IRREsPONSl BLY. 

E GOVERNMENT, ON ITS PARTi WOULD TAKE STEPS TO ENSURE THAT WORKE 
DID NOT ABUSE THE EXlST\,NG LASOUR LAWS, u EERNAMA MORE fpfa/sz 
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IN TABLING THE RESOLUTION UMNO YOUTH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER HAJ% lKHWAN NASOR SAtD THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD STRIVE TO ” /’ 
ONTRODUCE NEW LABOUR LAWS IN LINE ‘WlTH THE NATION’S EbNOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY. 

HE SAID EMPLOYERS SHOULD RAISE THE EFFICISNCY OF THE LABOUR 
GROUP AND PROVIDE THEM WITH PAIR WAGES. 

HE FELT THAT THE EXISTING LABOUR LESBqLATtONS WERE STILL WEAK 
.AND SHOULD BE STREAMLINED AND IMPROVED, 

-THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD MAKE A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY ON THE LABOU& 
LAWS IN THE INTEREST OF THE LABOUR GROUP ANfI THE 
COUNVRY’ S ECONOH I C DEVELOPMENT, 

HE SAID THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ORDINANCE P,ROV$DED THE MINlSTRi 
WITH LIMITED POWERS IN DEALING WITH INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES, 

THIS, HE SAID WAS DEMONSTRATED DURING THE MAS-AEU 
Dl SPUTE WHERE THk LABOUR AND MANPOWER MINISTRY WAS FOUND TO BE SLOW 
IN RESOLVING THE CRISIS, - BERNAMA 1220/Z \ 
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” HAJI IKHWAN SAID THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD I:E ALERT AGAINST UNION 
LEADERS WWHO WERE INVOLVED IN POLITICS, ESPECIALY THOSE IN THE 
OPPO$i’TION PARTIES. 

THESE POLITIGIANS HAD MADE USE OF THE UNIONS FOR THEIR 
POLITICAL STRUGGLE AIMED AT TOPPLING THE GOVERNMENT. 

THERE WERE ALSO UNION LEADERS WHO ATTACKED THE GOVERNMENT AND 
TARNISH ITS IMAGE AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, 

+THESE PEOPLE NOT ONLY TRY TO SMEAR THE GOVERNMEN% IMAGE AT 
HOME BUT LSO ABROAD AND THE GOVE.RNMENT SHOULD ADOPT A STERN 
ATTITUDE 3 tOWARDS THEM,+ HE SAID. - EERNAMA, Me”’ 123o/SZ 
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IN SUPPORTING THE RESOLUTtOFJ, ENClK )‘USUf LATIFF w 
THE JEL.UW@ DIV IS IoN SAi D THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD TAKE STEPS TO . 
BAN SR I KES 1 N THE I tiTERfiST OF SECUR ITY AND INDUSTR I,AL 
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HARMONY. ’ 
THE LABOUR AND MANPOWER MINISTRY SHOULD’ ALSO tOQK INTO THE 

PERCENTAGE of BUMIPUTRA EXECUTIVES IN LOCAL FIRMS. 
ENClK YUSlJF SAID THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT ENCOURAGE LOCAL TRADE 

UNIONS TO SEEK AFFlLlATlON WITH INTERNATtIONAL TRADE 
_..UN I ON FEDER AT I ONS. 

TH IS WOULD PREVENT LOCAL TRADE UN 1 ONS FROF1 HAV I NG TO TAKE 
,DIRECT\,VES FROFl INTERNATIONAL BODIES. 7 BERNAMA MORE 1240/SZ __^_ _.._ I__. 
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WANITA UMNO DELEGATE PUAN RAHMAN OTHMAN SUGGESTED THAT ALL’ e 
EX1 ST ING LABOUR LAWS BE REVIEWED TO ENSURE THAT THEY FULF DLLED 
THE NATION’S NEEDS,‘ 

SHE SA I’D THAT TRADE UN IONS, iI.1 SSAT I$$ ilED WITH YHE AMENDMENTS 
MADE SO FA TO THE LAWS, WERE TR‘tING TO RAdSE ISSUES THAT COULD CAUSE 
DDSSATISFA,. ION AMONG WORKERS AND EMPLOYERS. p7 

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN LOCAL AND iNTERNATIONAL UNKONS HAD ALLWED 
THE LATTER TO EXPt_OlT D1SPUTES EETWEEN WOWKERS AND EMPLOYERS, SUCH 
AS THE MAS-AEU DISPUTE 

PUAN RAH?IAN PROPOSED’T;:: ;;;DtOVEKNb?ENT ACT AGAINST 
REPR=:SEf:TATlVES OF LOCAL UNlOl\Js kiH0 CONDEM’NED THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMEW 
AT I b$rERP:AT I ONAL CONFEREt;CES ON LAPtOUR. 

SHE ALSO SUGGESTED Th’AT PROV ISIONS BE l NCLUDED ITd LABCUI LAWS 
PREVENTING THOSE ACTIVE ltsl TRADE UNlCjNS FROM CONTESTBRIG IN THE 
ELECTIONS. - EERNAMA MORE f245/SZ 
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SELANGOR DELEGATE ENC (K TAR D KH MOHAMED 3UNED SUGGESTED ‘THAT 
f’RiVATE COMQANIES ALLOW THEJR WORKERS TO BUY ‘SHARES IN THE 
COMPANIES TO CREATE ON THEM A SENSE OF BELONG-DNG. 

HE ALLEGED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD BOWED TO PRESSURE FR0M 
CVERSEAS IN REiEASBNG MEMBERS OF TRADS. UNllONS DETAINED D!.!RBNG THE 
MAS-AEU G T SPUi‘E, 

THE DELEGATE WAilTED d RECIRGAN 1 ZAT iON OF THE BOARDS 
Ct= DSRECT01?5 OF STATWCGJ!’ AND PRIVATE BODIES, HE WANTED AM UMNO 
MEMBER TO BE PLACED ON THE 5OARDS TO OBSERVE THE MANAGEMENT op; 
THE i30D t EES. - BERN&MA 1255/SZ 
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