
DATUK SERO DR f4 H HPR c-e+ 
NT WILL ACT FIRmY AGA NST 
OF THE CHANGES IN THE C&M&NT 

pRicE 7-O HSKE Up THE PRICE OF THElR HOUSES TO UNREASONABLE LEVELS, 
THE DSPUTY PRIME MiN%ST&R STRESSED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SAW 

NO REASON WKY THERE SHOtihD ‘E AN EXCESSIVE INCREASE IN THE COST 
3F HOUSES WHEN THERE WERE Oh!LY MlNOR ADJUSTMENTS 9N THE PRICE OF 
CEMENT. 

HE GAVE THE WARFiStiG WHEN COMMENT\ NG ON REPORTS Ar:OUT THE 
POSSlidtlTY OF pR5CE OF HOUSES GOING UP BY fo PER CENT FOLLOWING THE 
C!iJ!lGE 9 !l THE PRICE. OF ,CEM&NT FROM AN AVERAGA OF 537,5n A FAG TO. 
P CEILlfiG PRICE OF $8;2C1 A AG FROM YESTERDAY, 

DATUK SERP DR, MAHATHiR WHO IS’ ALSO TRADE AND IND1I’STRY 
’ bi14l STER TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE THAT HE REGARDED ANY UNJUSTlFlED 
INCREASE'IN THE_PRICE OF HOljSES AS PROFITEERING, 

HE POINTED OUT THAT CEMENT CONSTlTUTED ONLY FOUR P&R CENT OF 
THE OVERALL COSTS OF CONSTRUCTING A HOUSE OR BUILDING, 
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HE SAI-D THAT ACCORDING ?O DATA SUPPLlED .! Y THE CEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS AN AVERAGE OF 25~ ,?AGS OF CEMENT WERE NEEDED FOR A 
.TWO-STOREY I. Z AK HOVSE. 

+LET us S;“? THAT THE PRlCE OF CEMENT OS NlNE RlNGGlT A FAG. THIS 
MEANS THAT 'c'ni TOTAL COST OF THE MATER9AL PER HOUSE COMES TO ONLY, 
$2,250 AND SUCH A HOUSE BS USUALLY SOL? 
AT $70,000 A 'NT,+ HE ADDED; -.-. 

,-._ 
+I N fHE L 1 GH? OF“ 'THI S F&C-T-‘---WE-‘DO NOT- S&E~‘:AN:?‘. 

RAiSlNG THE'PRijCE OF THE HO& ?Y 10 PER CENT + 
HE SAID THAT A PRICE INCREASE OF XTWEEN TcjO 

PERCENT WOULD HOWEVER BE. REASONA?LE, 
DA?UK SERB DR, MAHATHlR SAID THAT' THE CHANGE 

CEMEl\i;i b/AS THE FIRST SINCE 197L DESPITE RlStNG P 
COSTS; ?$~TOCULARLY FtlEL, -- -ERr\!;MA MORE 1615/S 
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aTHE MANUFACTURERS HAD REPEATEDLY ASKED FOR PRICE REVISIONS 
1 3-i !iiiD THEI‘R R&QUESTS REJECT&D, 

aTHE GOVERNMENT COMPLIED ONLY AFTER THEY HAD REACHED THE STAGE 
WHEN THEY WERE 4NCURRING LOSS&S,+ 

HE SAI D ‘THAT BEFORE THE RECENT PdiCE CHANGE THE PRICE OF CEMENT 
:/,t.;tl&D FROM AREA TO AREA DEPENDING O!j THEIR PRbXlMlTY OR DlSTANCE 
‘;,; ? IZEMENT FACTORB ES. 

-3R EXAMPLE EUYERS liN SELANGOR AhD PERAK WHERE THERE WERE CEMENT 
,-.k%3I&S OGTAfNED THE COMMODITY AT PRICES MUCH LOWER THAN BY ._ 
2 ‘u ‘u’E33 i;‘i? -3% EAST COAST OF P&N l NSULAR MALAYSI A. ’ 

vXt RATSONALE BEHiND THE GOVERNMENTrS DECPSION TO OMPOSE’A 
;:::-.XfiqUM PaiCE 0F $Qa PER 3AG THROUGHOih PENINSULAR MALAYSeA IS TO 
Eiu\IBSLE PUKHASERS SN THE EA$T COAST TO !-?E SUIWDl,SED EY I'URCHA~ERS L') ;:c 7X WEST COAST,+ 
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TtiE DEPUTY PRIME I'J'IINISTER ASSURED THAT THE SUPPLY OF CEMENT b/AS 
KFFICIENT TO MEiT THE NEEDS OF THE COUN?RY, 

THE ONLY PROBLEM WAS TRANSPORTAT%ON, OF THE COMMOD\TY, 
PkRTICULARLY TO THE EAST CCAST STATES, \ 

CEMENT MANUFACTURERS H&D GtVEk! AN UNDERTAKiNG TO SZND 
Sb’F\CIEMT SU?PLIES TO Pi&E STATES PROVIDED THERE WEi:E S-i”ORAGE 
F~cij_iTlEs FOR THE CEMEIVT, 

+WE HA!;‘,? PROM I SED TO HELP PRO\‘! DE S’!CH F?,C!LB-i-1 ES SO SUBPLl ES 
7-G THE EAST COAST ARE ASSURED,+ iiE SAil3, 

>A-;uK SER\ D2, MAEATLI$R atSO sa\: ‘7HAT-OF fl-;E.a,y $4 I j_t & o$! ?;,‘E-~-R 1 @ 
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