
- The Government has 
never abused the Internal 
pec$tg$ct (ISA)dDatuk 

. Maham 
MohamadZEi3liiiii%i%ii 
fik=f &day. 

“This is evident by the. fact 
that the Government is re- 
elected in every election,” the 
Deputy Prime Mintster said in 
reply to Wan Ahmad Najib 
Mohamad (NET-Pasir Puteh). 

Earlier, replying to Mr. Lim 
Kit Siang (DAP-Petaling), Da- 
tuk Seri Dr. Mahathir said the 
Go.vernment had no intention 
of amending the ISA. 

He said ministerial and judi- 
cial powers were different and 
the powers under the act were 
executive 
.upon a min ster. P 

owers bestowed 

Mr. Lim had asked whether 
the Government would con- 
sider amending the ISA to sub& 
jeCt< ministerial powers of de- 
tention to judicial supervision 
and control. 

This would ensur’e that 

there would be no ministerial- 
abuse of power for political’ or 
other purposes unrelated to na- 
tional security, he said. 

Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir 
said the Government was not 
opposed to legal safeguards’ 
against abuses of power. 

“The resent laws are ade-’ 
quate; i P the people feel that’ 
there are abuses of power, the 
issue can be settled democrat- 
ically,” he said. 

Prevention 
He said the Government 

needed to check activities that 
could threaten national secur- 
ity, besides taking action 
against those who had already 
committed offences against 
the nation. 

The Government had to re- 
sort to preventive measures, 
he stressed. 

‘How can we provide 
evidence when the offence has 
not been committed yet?” he, 
asked. 

“If we wait until the offence 
has been committed. it mav be 

too late’for us to restore peace 
and order.” 

‘Furthermore, he added,’ 
many criminal charges in 
court could not stick for Ia& of 
evidence. 

Weakpesses in the 1a.w 
should not pose difficulties in 
the preservation of national se- 
curity. he said. 

He said those without pqwer 
who criticised the Government 
for alleged abuses could be 
heartless when they gained 
power. 

“This has been happening 
everywhere,” he said. 

He also said mostdemocrat- 
ii countries had laws similar 
to the ISA. 

Replying to Mr. Chan Teck 
Chan (DAP-Kota Melaka), pp- 
tuk Seri Dr. Mahathir said ppl- 
iticians, too, could sometime? 
pose dangers to the nation, 

Mr. Chan had asked wheth- 
:er the Government was aware 

the detentions amounted to 
abuse: 
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