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KUALA LUIPUR DEC (BERN?@A) — RUbBER MANUFACTURERS IN -
- ASEAN COUNTRIES’ SHOULD TAP THE CMORMOUS SCOPE FOR THE ESTABL|SH-
MENT OF RUBBER ‘MANUFACTUR)NG INPUSTRIES WITHIN THE REGION, ‘
?%EOTY PRIME MINISTEP DAT UK °ERI DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD °AID HERE
11GHT . '
HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH ASEAN COU”TREIQ SUPPLIED ABOUT 84
PER CENT OF THE WORLD’S NATURAL - PUﬁE:P ITS USAGE AMONG THE
. ASEAN COUNTRIES WAS STKLL SMALL,

N- +ASEAN COUNTRIES WOULD CERTAIMNLY BE HAVING LOCATIONAL ADVANTAGE
IN THE MANUFACTUR ING' OF RUBBER,
- +WE HAVE THE RAW MATER |ALS, WE HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY AND WE HAVE
THE MANPOWER AND SKILLS IN THE ‘RUBBER INDUSTRY,+ HE SAID IN
" A SPEECH AT THE RUBBER. NDUSTRIES ASQOCIATION OF SOUTH*EAST
ASIAN NATION (RFASEAN) DINNER,
- DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR, WHO IS ALSO THE MINISTER OF TRADE AND
~ INDUSTRY, HOPED THAT ASEAA APART FROM BEING THE WORLD?S BIGGEST
SUPPLIER OF NATURAL RUBBER, "WOULD " ALSO BE AN IMPORTANT CENTRE X
FOR THE MANUFACTURING OF RUBBER PRODUCTS. IN THE NEAR FUTWRE.
SPEECH WAS DELIVERED-BY THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY, DATUK LEW SIP HON,. . )
DATUK SERI DR, MAMATHIR SAID. THAT IT WAS ASEAN INTENTION
TO MANUFACT URE MORE . PRODUCTS BOTH FOR HOME CONSUMPT'ION ‘AS WELL
AS FOR EXPORTS. e BERNAMA MOPE 1910/IB
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HE SAID THAT MALAYSIA HAD ALUAYQ STRESSED THE IMPORTﬁ?CE‘

.. ALLY RUBBE
- ON. LOCAL RESOUTCES, ESPECIAL
OFDA?BSSQEQ%SDSAsﬁgHA$HHR SAID ASEAN’S. BUS | NESSMEN SHOULD ALSO

r - N TRADE -

Y TOWARDS EXPANDING . "TRA~ASEA
Vel o T A“RQ%I%T%@%'LUCHETzi%moasg zgs;a‘azm
°|$§S$L¥ET TH§2$PT$E$S WERE EXCHA“FED UNDER THE TdRIFF ' :

“PREFEREthv AGREEMENT ( TPA).



THE DEPUTY PRIWE MINISTER DELIVED TH.T TRADE OFFICIALS OF . 25
© ALL ASEAN COUNTRIES SHOULD WCRK SLOSELY WITH ASEAN INDUSTRY ,
"'BODIES SUCH AS RIASEAN SO AS TO ASSIST THEM IN IDENTIFYING

PRODUCTS FOR INCLUSION IN THE TPA SCHEME, - ~ -~

~ THIS WAS IMPORTANT IN VIEW OF THE ALMOST SIMILAR PRODUCTS
 PRODUCED. BY ASEAN MEMBER COUNTREIES FOR EXPORT. .SEVERAL RUBBER
~ PRODUCTS WERE . ALREADY: EXCHANGED AND INCLUDED IN THE SCHEME’S
- LIST, "= BERNAMA MORE 1915/1p .~ o0
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RIASEAN’S INCOMING CHAIRMAN, EHCIK LIM BENG HUAT, SAID
INTRA=ASEAN TRADE WHICH WAS STILL IN (TS _INFANCY WOULD BE GIVEN
A BOOST BY THE ACCELERATED ASEAN-PTA SCHEME, ' -
¥AS A RAW MATERIAL SUPPLYING REGION IT IS ONLY NATURAL THAT
'WE YHOULD WANT'TO SEE MORE VALUE ADDED TO THE EXPLRTS WE SEND
'OUT FROM THIS AREA,+ HE SAID. - o
" HE ADDED THAT ONE METHOD WAS.TO MOVE INTO PROCESSII'Z AND
MANUFACTUR ING OF THE RAW MATERIAL BEFORE EXPORTING 7.

" EARLIER TODAY, RIASEAN BEGAN A TWO=DAY MEETING TO rirN
 COMPLEMENTATION AND PREFERENT |AL TARIFF/PROGRAMMES IN RUBBER
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ENCIK LIM SAID THE MEETING WOULD ALLOW THE RUEEER :
INDUSTR IALISTS FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR OF ASEAN NATIONS TO. A :
DISCUSS COMMON PROBLEMS. - .

+R1ASEAN IS DEDICATED TO SEE TO THE GROWTH OF THE RUBEELR
MAKUFACTURING INDUSTRY IN.MEMBER COUNTRIES AND TO INCREASING
INTRA=ASEAI TRADE,+ SAID ENCIK « 'M, | ’

HE ADDED RIASEAN ALSO ACTIVELY SUPPORGED AND ENCOURAGED
THE SETTING UP OF SUPPORTING INDUSTRIES 1N THE REGION SUCH AS
'RUBBER CHEMICALS, —— BERNAMA 1522/1E |
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