
Deputy 
,- _Mohaqad \+a 11, 
tensively 
cal life.- 
inp: the ““... AYU, 

speclxic prompting; ;ur 1 
Mahathir returns to a : 

cause close to his hear’! 
‘which has also led, he j 
obviously feels, to his j 
being branded “ultra” or I 
“‘e’xtremist”, -- 1-__-I-_-L-- --QOrtUIlity. : 

mai, IL na.,. _ -- _ . 
c;,,,,.,ndlitical .le@ders are abras*ve.,But+ he 1s really 
a littic updet, but;,+r.~.%h&‘~ a much nicer man than .; 

AII A was+asking for 
was fair treatment.. for p 

po*e,iti,%he newly-forqeu; 
federatlbn. *.;, ._’ .d 

Dr Mahathir: ?L<ev 
Kuan Yew. would not,te-i 
gard me as an’ultra now, 
- although I’,still sub-, 

scribe to the $ame pfi-’ 
ties.’ He must recdgmse 
we are doing.what ,&fair I 
to ourselvei apd. to Singa- 
pore. There +s no way we; _ . 

,-?hole, they are wi,$~& even he himself admits. 
sit and’-listen---‘lI~~aust? u - ‘-7 When he says he will not 

-4 

m-dty today,h--, --- - ou,lr,puLra op1 
ambitious industrialisa- : us -1 - ---- -. 

soin ‘of our .kii+vv~~are r. be nice‘. he means, if he is 
bauicallj!~~ccurate.‘~.~~up. , . si* 24 going to w taken advan- 

True *to?ils’cOinbati,ve ,tage of. But, beyond 
<doubt. he is, a hard polit.iqirI :nritur&.;,Drl. 

‘Mi&athii &n&&45 “yVe 
wete accuse&at. ode%&! 
of bein& lazy; ,Th_e ‘l$+ 

4ion plans and other con- 1. 
troversial issues of :tne M; 
Malaysian politics. IL -’ “alays’.... In those . -._, .days- cue nvrnoc.r 01 can accegta dominant c:yc:ruk DrM&ath,radm,tsto L..-,-,..&-A -1-‘-. . -.: -. ----‘-7~~dia~BrittmniCg : E.;e n a----1> . .._I 1_ w i t h the 
being forthright - which 

-uu~rr~urra ‘a~ueenrs in position for Singapore in aesorlbed a Malay a? 1~ bumiputras 
.the, universitiss was Mala)isia which he was dolent. I f  they Can sayi nowp,,rhapsi,~i&ia$~ -:-.A’- IkAum . __ . ‘. --? *'--I -nA'snvthatopenly, 

n whv,, wei $th the ‘bumiputras, Dr m.... 
does not endear him to A~U=LB# meqe wy;naralg driving for at that:time.:.; , 
everybody. Either as a any in.business ,.. .(on thj 

mar, &..a YU, -14 
g o v  e r n m e n ‘t. -AL--rLm-.\ - . . with :th&:‘Tunku’ -, I. see,?0 reason. 1 . ,.,;. hs-l m?arn’f 18 not sparing 
backbencher or a- -m vlth his forthright 
tY mm- \-‘-‘- 

I 
-̂̂ Î-̂  I 

.I.. rruq IVIQ~~~L~U- awcnowlea 
“complicating relations that his views’and style great. xor me malays 10: i;wuJ Jo’aa ‘. 

with political ant! otherf>f political .sniping did accept.” 

abroad? :hbnJw and K - I . . leadeis at home and@traln,relations. wit> the! 
; .?lazineg” anb wug 

Without, ‘kf course,/ .$reages?-an!..‘^ *=( 
!r-+ee .Kuan $1 condoning the rJ,o$i_ng] --I~?&netr:?eacimg:‘~~ 

‘vide’ bumiputras who are en- : ’ 1 
He :attacks those / 

- - .-..__- 4 V~OUS of the success of.:. .̂  But Dr Mahathir’is not $ ,Tz” pi++qy. ,. ps an 1 t h at --- 0 c c u 1: r e d , -0 r\ --*‘yp ynat-: XV --TF-- _ 
- .I,L--- I 01 so easily put op the de. Mahathir holds that/ a WelfaPC State.: n”“‘“” ’ -her. bumiputras, who 

what happened in 1969: welfare? Not .OUC8.” 
n “vJ’$ look a.ryvd for faults in : 

proved him right. 
However, even if it can: 

Typically, D ‘r others. 7, 

Mahathii. fights, back,’ But do not general in- 
centives -result in. crow- Outside the glare of pud- ‘was active and vol;ble. 

Jicity. one gets, the rea- r He spoke out against 
SOI - poJJteJy but firm- ; what he saw &S the Al- 
Jy - for the hardhitting, JianCe’S “gentility and 
views that often capture :, %aution and rcluctame to 
the headlines. ! take drastic action.” 

First, he insists that he 1 
is not an ultra or ex- I 

be .$rgued that 4 jforth- m,akes hi@ point, em- lng dispmitie.~wi&~; ihe : 
right political ,styJe. phatically. Hz L-z 
servea .a dome.s’tic~ always called for rcalA ~~n$‘,&&o~a~u~~~e /, 
purpose, would it not be: rather than theoretical,\ advantage of them? 1 
counter-productive ln exa manifestation of op-“QhouJd not the Govern; 1 

..ternal,rclations? Does portunity for the merit try to ensure that.! 
:,,not the telling off some bumiputras. Similarly,‘in 

I ‘foreign countries get as real a way, he dofends, of the benefits? there ii a spreading out / 
‘:fr 
hp 

m Dr Mahathir affect what he perceives as the In perhaps the clearest 8 and the country’s rei national’i,interest vigor,- ‘exposltlon so far of the 
I(rtions with their lead- ously. His public political jGovernmentps polic~. Dr 
ers?,.+-.-: .,. _, ,--i. - :.persona may seem,; _-._--._ . 

tremist - “labels p6l!tl- 1 
clans like to attach to j, ’ D’uring Sihga‘iore’s 
whatevertheiropponents 
say” - while admitting 

two turbulbnt’ years 

to being frank and forth- 
within Malaysia; Dr 

right. 
Mahathir attacked what 



Ma’-qthir says the NEP) 
is ahut equal opportuni- :. 
ty, not about equality. 
Within it, a free;’ corn; I 
petitive ethic,thrives. 

He points out’ :t$at, 1 
those who are doing well 

from the class who we’re 
now also include thpse 

have-riots-they have all 
been given equal op-. 
portunity. “The NEP 
does not promise to make 
millionaires of every 
bumiputra. It only prom- 
ises to upgrade the Stan- 
dards of all bumiputras. 
Some of them will, of 
course, be Upgraded 
more, others less.” 

Dr Mahathir takes 
educational opportunity 
as an example: “You’ 
can’t give scholarships to 
everybody so that they 
can study to .become law- 
ycrs, engineers and dot- ’ 
tors. Is the NEP. there- 
fore, unf&‘b&zause only i 
the cleverer.ones,bencfit? 
Onthat premise..you can- 
not give anything atall to 
anybody.‘: ;,, ‘i 

licence to operate does 
not ensure equal success:1 
capabilities are unequal. 

Nonetheless, isn’t the’ 
NEP also about the! 
eradication of poverty?! 
Would not an imbalancei 
in achievement between’ 
the. ‘modern indust,rial’ 
sector and the~$radi- 
tional. rural one give rise 
to political uroblem.s.:! 

_ . I  ‘., 
, .  , .  

&ii right into the fabri- : “The problem wit4 
cation of big machinery.“, Malaysians is that they: 

Dr Mahathir believes are- scared of foreign’ 
that by the year 2066, we.. markets - having 
cou1d be producing ‘?“- 
sumer items an 

% 
capital always.,d?ne bus!ne? 

: through third parties m 
goods of our own, esigna. i Singapore or. at the.very 

actually pUf money into 
The new ind stries best,‘:.through trading 

I. derness (following his coming up will. 2% e ,big companies belonging to 
people’s pockets ‘. (which ; expulsion from umno in ones - involving ‘capital’ .foreigners which have 
is what they fmd more ,i Sept’em be r 1 s 69 ) 
immediately Satisfying). ,, .,March 1972. 
Dr Mahathir replies that < 

,: 
in outlays of $500 million, “,I beenin this cauntry fora 

/ $l.ooO~ million.‘no’ longer ” very, long time.&. 
Dr Mahathir is today a the $16 million to $26 mil- C ‘,,One of& Mahathlr’s 

how much money is.:. dynamic Minister op lion, industries of YI&I?-. ’ 
made depends on how the Trade and Industry. He is’ Year: 

: .present preoccupations is 

facilities that ,the Gov- ,$ visibly excited when tal- 
- ” to develop. a , Malaysian 

ernment has provided 21. kir- -; ~~~I - : ’ ’ ., Q+,Kl;h7 :L' marketing arm. probably ;, 
are used. ‘,,’ 

If a’ farmer does not ‘i.‘.dF 
modell-ed o-n the !  
Japanese “sogo- ; 

uaefhe road that the Gov-.’ 
ernment has built to go to ; 

‘~w;;ne,n1n~6~~~~~~’ 
‘This i- 

town to sell his produce’ 
stit&e betwr __ n- 1 

and Talwtiul 
progress.‘r\- 

ng aaour nfalaysia’s in- 
tstrialisation plans. mti_. *_a-~~*’ . . 

iector 
: .con.l 

een au&id 40; 
;he GDP. 

ovine: 
inds of 
hit, step by’ 

step. wnA the most viable 
first-‘He emphasises the 

.,lmpo$ance of markets: ..-. 
hy we first 
imqort,-sub-,: 

$itutior XL dm L 

KS’, ll”W n”uixL 

--, made rapid shoshas.” He stressesthe 1. 

uiice you break 
importance of sufficient 
market 

ial barrier.: bUsiness- 
information in I 

yl?l~ be very .iIf vou hiw ,,iu wii / for a .hlgher return. but: per centqof ’ 
the init 

waits for someone from The country is m progress 

irC 
rn”.irl 

town to come to him toi ‘into a11 k’ - 
buy it at a lowpr’price, he \~:l.d.us’rie.s- .‘? 

I . “ W  1c 

has only himself to i -! 
it. We ha 

blame. \,,- I 
’ If;: after the Govern- I 

ment has’provided ir- 
rigation facilities; .the 
landowner sells his’ l&id: : 
because of the higher&& 
ue instead of cultivating 
the land to’ get ‘a :better, 
recurring income’, ‘he : 
cannot blame the’ t Gov- .r 
ernment, after he has i 
used up the money from’ 
the sale - a once-and- 
for-all affair. ; 

He hits at bmniputras 

the raw n 
power an 
like. polit 
and fiianc 

Dr. Ma 

Vhar - is w 
went into, 
il - n mausrries - we: 
,:&aye control .over oyr 
$nvn~maxkets? .- / 
.’ Then, since we pro-’ 
‘duce so ‘many raw mate- 
rials, “we have decided to 
process some’,of ‘them.” 
Next, because of, our 
energy-end0wme.t; , “we !  
have decided ,i to move 
into ba& industries --‘, 

,like s .t e ,‘e,‘l’ a n d,i 

is the time t& do YOU mUSt always be i ’ 

ve the energy, alert. Information- 1 
~aterials,,man- gathering requires a lot ; 
d’ other, assets of investment.” 1 

ical. economic ’ Indeed, Dr Mahathir i 
Aal stability.” reveals, the Government 1 
hathir is now :will allow foreign trading 

relatively more sanguine :, ‘companies to do off-shore. 1 
about market access, a trading, L provided’ they 1 
point he has highlighted ,h a v e ~““.M’a’l a y,,s i’a n’ !  
at many international participation ,‘-, a’ de- ; 
conferences.... . ,’ ., par-tin-e,from the old poli- 1 

“Protection’ there, will~.~:,,:X CY of not allowing foreign. 1 

who blamg’,‘the Govern- 
ment, an’d hits them j aluminium.“+?V3 :, 
hard., He warns them: L 

‘-j 
Eventually’;we will be 

take the opportunities,:, industriallsed .‘across the : 
otherwise they only have $whole spectrum -, ‘tfrom : 
themselves to blame. the Prodyqy of,-cpmpo- 
‘,’ ‘Strong words again. -- ‘. ,. 
But Dr Mahathir is also a ’ 
man.of action. 

IHe has proven himself !  

always be. ‘Japan,?: &trading companies to.do 
Taiwan and Korea mov- ,--other than trade between : 
edintpareaawherethere ,..~thei’r‘~~puntry and : 

~.“%???!“?~!.!?!z .L-;--’ -‘. !!!?!??::$<j.. _. ._ : _~._~ -i 
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