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. KUALA LUMPUR, OCT. 21 (BERNAMA) —— THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN
oty I NTERVENE Lgoggﬁ Rggéﬁ%gus MATTERS OF ANY STATE IF CRIMINAL
. EEN "DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DA

MAHATHIR MOHAMA éSééD,TODAY. R DATUK SERI DR.
“-fraut¥~wﬂentfa PEOPLE. USE RELIGION FOR CR{MINAL PURPOSES CAN

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTERVENE, OTHERWISE. REL |G

UNDER ,THE JURISDICTION OF THE VARIOUS STATE LIGIOUS AFFAIRS COME

GOVERNMENTS+,” HE SAID, .

DATUK SER{ DR, MAHATHIR, WHO IS ALSO MINISTER OF TRADE
| INDUSTRY, WAS SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AFTER VISITING THE AF1A RUALA
SOALA LUMPUR INTERNATIONAL FURNITURE FATK *80, AT THE CHANGRAT
P . 5 ACCoM ‘ DR,
PAYILION HERE TC HE OMPANIED BY Hi$ WIFE, DATIN SERI DR,
HE WAS COMMENTING ON A STATEMENT MADE BY FORMER PRIME MiN}STYER
TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN ON THE RECENT ATTACK ON THE BATL LG
S i e s s
"RAHMAN HAD SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT+ R
THE CONSTITUTION AND PROVIDE ITSELF WITH POWERS T TAKE ACTION.
AGAINST DEVIATIONISTS AND FANATICAL. MOVEMENTS, —DERNAMA MORE .
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. +FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE OVER THE STATES® POWERS ON R L1GIOUS
MATTER WiLL DEPEND.ON THE AGREEMENT OF THE STATE LEGISLATURES+,
DATUX SERI DR, MAHATHIR SAID, _—

ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF THREE KAMPUCHEANS {N THE ATTAGK, DATUK
SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT AS FAR AS THE. GOVERNMENT WAS CONCERNED+,
THESE REFUGEES WERE NOT SETTLERS, BUT WERE HERE MERELY ON TRANEIT,

+THEY COULD HAVE BEEN MALAYSIANS WHO HAD GONE TO STAY IN KAM=
PUCHEA, OR RELATIVES OF MALAYS|ANS., THIS WOULD EXPLAIN THEIR BEING
ABLE TO SPEAK MALAY SO WELL+, HE SAID, o

+THE GOVERNMENT WiLL MAKE SURE THAT THEY DO NOT RUN WiLD AND
MEDDLE IN LOCAL POLITICAL OR REL|GIGUS AFFA{RS+, HE ADDED, a5

SAYING THAT THERE WAS ALWAYS SUCH LUNATIC FRINGES IN ALL SOC)-
ETIES, INCLUDING CHRISTIANITY AND BUDDHISM, DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR

 ADDED THAT +THIS DOES 'NOT MEAN THAT WE wiiL LET |T EXPLODE INTO
A SERIOUS SISTUATION+, ——BERNAMA MORE 2049/BY
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+1T 1S DIFFICULT TO DETERMININE WHICH DAKWAH GROUP 1S GENUINE
AND WHICH 1S NOT, AND {F THE GOVERNMENT HAD TAKEN ACTION AGAINST
TH{S GROUP EARLiE&; THEN |T WOULD HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF SUPPRESGSING
gﬁ%ng, WHEREAS ALL WE CAR FOR 1S THE SAFETY OF THE PEOPLE+, HE

THUS, THE .GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN FORCED TO WAIT FOR PEOPLE TO BE

WOUNDED BEFORE |'T COULD TAKE ACTION. HE ADDED. :



T IS "ALSO DIFFICULT TO TELL WH{CH GROUP MAY BECOME VIOLENT, E;éb
" BUT THE GOVERNMENT WiLL MAKE SURE THAT THE PEOPLE INVOLVED {N

~ DAKWAH ARE REALLY DAKWAH, AND NOT USING iT TO HiDE OTHER ACTI VY=
- TIES, LIKE TRAINING TO UéE WEAPONS TO ATTACK PEQPLE+, DATUK SERY
; DR. MAHATH‘R SAtD. ’ " T - .
. - ON LOCAL FURNITURE, DATUK SERi DR. MAHATHIR SA{D THE-MAIN PROB-
LEM | T FACED WAS PRODUCTION AND THE SECURING OF MARKETS,
HE ENCOURAGED THE PEOPLE PLANT RUBBER WHICH COULD LATER»BE USED.
TO MAKE RUBBER WOOD FURNITURE, -—~BERNAMA MORE 2054/BY o
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" DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHIR ALSO ENCOURAGED MALAYSIANS TO EXPLO!T
THE HAND-MADE FURNITURE MARKET WHERE THERE WERE FEW EXPORTERS AS
COMPARED TO MACHINE-MADE FURN{TURE,

DESCRIBING THE PRICES OF LOCAL FURN|TURE AS DjSPLAYED AT THE
EAJR AS +VERY CHEAP WHEN COMPAR D TO PRICES IN OTHER
' COUNTRIES, DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID: +THE QUALITY AND
DES|GN HAS IMPROVED+, N

+4E HAVE THE RAW MATER|ALS AND THE SKILLS, SO | DON’T SEE WY
WE SHOULD BE BEHIND TIME+, HE ADDED, —-BERNAMA QD)G/BY
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