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! KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. — The Government would have to, look
" into the activities of “dakwah” groups to make sure they: were'

enuine, Deputy Prime. Mimster Datuk Seri Dr. Mahath'
ad said today.

This, he said, was necessary to make sure that “dakwah" grqy s
were not bemg used as a front for-illegal act1v1t1es :

‘The fanatics of Batu | = that this would depqqdon
Pa.hat he said,-belonged {

“There- are many j
Fenuine and non- genu-
ne dakwah groups,”
he added. ,

“It is difficult to tell if |
a group is going to beJ
violent. If we had acted
earlier, the people would»
have accused the Gov-!
ernment of suppresaing

: religious freedom ‘in. the l
" country,” he added.

‘Now that the Batu Par
hat incident had occured,;

. he added, the Govern-!
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ment can act decisively. |
Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir was speaking

1
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Furniture Fair at the
Changkat Pavilion here |
this evening. He was ac- -
companied by Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah.

On the Batu Pahat in- |

. cident, .he .said it now

'gave the Government a..
reason to investigate’
‘‘dakwah’ groups, to
weed out deviants from
the true missionary ac-
tivities. |

| found in every society.'

to a “lunatic frmge.'"

But ‘the incident did
not’ mean - the situation

would get out of ha.nd he_‘ ¥

added.
The fanatics foxrmed
only a small number but

they showed they could |

do harm, he said. .
On the involvement of
settled refugees in devia-
tionist Muslim activities,
heé said'there was no need
for the Government' toin-

vestig‘ate all others who

had_been offered settle
ment In the country.

These people were
transients and the Gov-
eriment would see they
did not dabble in matters
which were not their con-
cern.

|
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the various State.Gove:

: ments decis
Rellgion, » Was

A State’ Govltx’;nment a.f-'

& fair and'the Fet}eral Goy-

ernment could: not ‘take

.away ‘this power withoyt

‘the’agreement of the. var-.
‘lous State'legislatures.

The quernment .

would see to it that they
i "djd not run wild while
they were in the country.

.. Decisions :...

- He also said the Gov-
ernment would" consider
suggestions that re-

. ligious, laws be standard-

ised under. the Federal
Government, but added
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