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‘#%iAM@ HAS CALLED ON ! 
M3N'0F A NEW INDUSTR,!AL ORDER tN THE LOCAL T~HBER AND TIMBER- 
BdSED INDUSTRtES, 

SPEAKlNG AT'THE Of'iNING OF THE. iNTERNATiONAL SEMINAR ON 
iNVESTMENT OPPORTUNtTlES IN THE TIMBER-BASED INDUSTRfES IN MALAYSjA 
ERE TODAY THE DEqUTY PRIME M1NISTER SAID IT WAS NO’LONGER PRAC”E’J-,, 
CdlL ?o BE hTisF,tED Wpi THE Qu b%ER AND EASIER PROFfTS of pRIMAF;y 

‘. 

PROCESS I NG *... ‘I ~ ! 
“WE HAVE ALREADY DEVELOPED 76 A STAGE’WHERE WE ARE READY FOR 

SECONDARY AND EVEN,TERTIARY WOOD PROCESSfNG INDUSTRIES,- ME SAID, 
BY NOT DEVELGP ING I-H IS SECTOR "WE WILL BE LITERALLY EXPORTING 1 

QIT .OF THE COUNTRY,’ EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNf~TiES, MANAGEMENT EXPERTISE, 
IECHNQLOG ICAL KNOW+iOk AND.. BE LOS ?tiG OUT lN~* FOREIGN EXCHANGE IN 
SELttNG tOhi VALUE -:.AD.DED ifRODUCTS,” HE ADDED,’ 
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ME SAlI> THE D&E~QPP\EN~ 0s %jE’SEcob~DAf?Y”kN~ TERThw TIMBER. ” 
f?%OCESSjNrJ SECTORS’ WOULD ALSO LEAD TO IMPORT StiBSVITUTlQN, ,', ,' ' 

PENINSULAR MALAYSIA, IMPORTED ABOUT' $560,00~1 WOURTH OF WOODEN:‘ ' *.' " 
mAYS BOWtS AND ORNAWENTAL: WOODWARE ‘+iLE THE EXPORT AND RE - 
EXPOR’f VALUZOF LOCAL PRODUCTS WAS CZLY APPROXIMATELY $50 000, 

THE INDUSTRY SHOULD TAKE THE 1NtTlAT!VE TO’TRY’ AND ADA87 TO ') '. 
WlWER GRADE, AND SMALLER LOGS SO AS Tg .REDUCE THE SHoRTAGE OF t@F ,; I,,'; ;,,( 
Cd PEbllNSULAR MALAYS! 

I4 iT ONLY 400 SPEC’IES. OF THE 2 500 TJMBER “, it WAS ESTIMATED ” 
SgEClES AVA ILABLE IN THE COUNTRY WERE, EXPLO l-l-ED FOk EXPORT OR .: ,’ 
TIfl#ESTlC PROCESSONG DATUK SERl DR.MAHATHIR SAID, _. ( 

*‘m APPEAR TO Bf FACING AN IMPENDING TIMBER. SHORTAGE WHfLtZ bh. 
IN M1R JUNGLES WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF TONS OF THE LESSER KNOWN - 
ZPECIES O' HE ADDED. 
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THE ONLY BERRIER HE SAID BETWEEN THE LESSER KNOWN SPEC 
AND THEIR UTlLlSAtdN FOR MAkUFACTURlNG PURPOSES WAS HUMAN 
CNGENU ITY 0 z-., ._ ..r_. 

THE EASY AVAlLlB ILITI’ OF THE SO - Ck-LL~ti P6-PULARFS-PEC IES HAD’ 
LULLED THE INDUSTRY iNT0 COMPLACENCY AND LITTLE OR’ NO RESEARCH 4 

\tkS CARRjED OUT TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL UTfLiSATtO)B OF THE ‘, ; 
ESSER KNOWN SPEC I ES. 

AT F IKST RUBBER' WOOD WAS CONS'IDERED UNSU tTABtE FOR MAKING. 
FURNfTURE BUT ALL THE, PROBLEMS WERE OVERCOME. AND RUBBER WOOD 
IS NOW SUITABLE ‘FOR’ SUCH A .PURPOSE J HE SAID.’ 

DATUK SER I DR,MAHATH‘IR SAID THE POTENTIAL OF RUBBER WOOD FOR;< 
FJAK 1NG FURNITURE .AND FOR- OTHER COMMERCIAL USES WAS WORTHY OF :. 
SERtOUS CONSlDERAT1,ON ‘AS MALAYSIA HAD A HUGE WPPtY, OF.fwOS WOOD, 

HE ALSO ASSURED GOVERNtiEkT SUPPORT FOR EVERY PIIOVE TO MAXE 
MkAYS0A NOT ONLY ONE OF THE WOURLD’S LARGEST EXPORTERS OF HARDWOOD 
TIMBER-BUT ALSO ‘ONE OF THE WORLDS LARGEST EXPORTER OF HARDWOOD 
Tl MBiR PRODUCTS l 
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