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. KUALA LUMPUR, OCT 23 @BJERNAMA") ~— DATUK. SER! DR MAHATHI
JOHAMABOHAS CALLED ON- TNDUSTR 1AL 1STS TOSTRIVE FOR* TanATHIR -
MEWT OF A NEW {NDUSTRIAL ORDER IN THE LOCAL TIMBER AND TIMBER-
BASED {INDUSTRIES, - S
SPEAKING AT 'THE OPENING OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON .
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN THE TIMBER-BASED INDUSTRIES IN MALAYS{A
HERE TODAY, THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SAID 1T WAS NO LONGER PRACT |-
g%%cggsﬁﬁeéATISF}ED'WlTH'THE QUICKER AND EASIER PROFITS OF PRIMARY
U R S . ; : _
- "IWE HAVE ALREADY DEVELOPED TO A STAGE WHERE WE ARE READY FOR
SECONDARY AND EVEN TERTIARY WOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES,*? HE SAID,
BY NOT DEVELGPING THIS SECTOR ?'WE WILL BE LITERALLY EXPORTING
- WT OF THE COUNTRY, EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES, MANAGEMENT EXPERTISE
- TECHNOLOG ICAL KNOW~HOW" AND.BE LOSING OUT IN° FOREIGN EXCHANGE IN ’
SELLING LOW VALUE — ADDED PRODUCTS,’’ HE ADDED. |
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-~ HE SAID THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SECONDARY ANU TERTIARY TIMBER
PROCESS ING SECTORS WOULD ALSO LEAD TO IMPORT SUBSTITUTION, ..
PENINSULAR MALAYS!A.!MPQRTED'ABOUT'3560,DOD WOURTH OF WOODEN{_
TRAYS, BOWLS AND ORNAMENTAL WOODWARE ~31LE THE EXPORT AND RE -
. EXPORT VALUE OF LOCAL PRODUCTS WAS GRNLY APPROX IMATELY $50,000, N
" THE INDUSTRY SHOULD TAKE THE INITIATIVE TO TRY AND ADAPT TO v
~ LOWER GRADE AND SMALLER LOGS SO AS TO REDUCE THE SHORTAGE OF LOGS - ..
IN PENINSULAR MALAYS%Q‘ ) T - R
IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT ONLY 400 SPECIES OF THE 2,500 TIMBER
PECIES AVAILABLE IN THE COUNTRY WERE EXPLOITED FOR EXPORT OR .
TOMESTIC PROCESSING, DATUK SER| DR.MAHATHIR SAID. o Lo
~ 434E APPEAR TO BE FACING AN IMPENDING TIMBER SHORTAGE WHILE -
N OUR JUNGLES WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF TONS OF THE LESSER KNOWN .
 SPECIES,®* HE ADDED, . | S A SR
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THE ONLY BERRIER, WE SAID, BETWEEN THE LESSER KNOWN SPECIES
MD THEIR UTILISATION FOR MARUFACTURING PURPOSES WAS HUMAN

e

o EASY AVAILIBILITY OF THE SO = CALLED POPULARTSPECIES HAD
LILLES THe INDUSTRY INTO COMPLACENCY AND LITTLE OR NO RESEARCH - 9]
WAS CARRIED OUT TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL UT{LISATION OF THE
SSSER KNOWN SPECIES, o N o
9 £ 1RaT RUBBER WOOD WAS CONSIDERED UNSUITABLE FOR MAKING
FURNITURE BUT ALL THE PROBLEMS WERE OVERCOME KD RUBBER WOOD
15 NOW ABLE FOR SUCH A PU . o
B R SERITR.MAHATHIR SAID THE'POTENTIAL OF RUBBER WOOD FOR
MKING FURNITURE AND FOR OTHER COMMERCIAL USES WAS WORTHY OF .
" SERIOUS CONSIDERATION AS MALAYSIA HAD A HUGE SUPPLY OF. THIS WOOD.
" HE ALSO ASSURED GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR EVERY MOVE TO MAKE _
MALAYS |A NOT ONLY ONE OF THE WOURLD’S LARGEST EXPORTERS OF HARDWOOD
TIMBER BUT ALSO ONE OF THE WORLDS LARGEST EXPORTER OF HARDWOOD
TIMBER PRODUCTS. - - .
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