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- BANGKOK, OCT, 25 QEFRNAM -—‘ASEAN COUNTRIFS SHOULD
EXPFDITE TRE EXPLORA 0N OF NON=OIL

ASED ENERGY RESOURCES TO COPE - WITH THE TMCREAafNG
'EEMANDS TO SUSTAIN THEIR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DRIVES,
IEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DATUK SER! DR, MAHATHIR NOHAMAD\SAID TODAY,
THEY SHOULD LOOK IN U“UTHER—SUURCE°‘OF—EN RGYSUCHAS COAL -
AND HYDRO POWER SO AS TO BE LESS DEP=NDENT ON GIL WHICH WAS BECOMING
A SCARCE COMMODITY, HE ADDED,
+ALSO, WE HAVE R LOT HYDRO . ELECT:iC POTENTIAL WHICH IS NOT TAPPED
. MDD IF WE'SHARE OUR HYDRO ELECTRIC POTENT AL THEN ‘THE DEVELOPMENT
(F BIGGER -PROJECTS [N ASEAN MIGHT BECOME FEASIBLE ,+ HE TOLD
séé¢T§éAN REPORTERS AFTER THE 10TH ‘ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS"
+SUCH ENERGY SHARING CAN BE DONE lN SARAWAK WHERE THE HYDRO—
ELECTRIC POWER COULD BE SUPPL!ED TO KALIMANTAN FOR USE BY .THE
- INDONES 1ANS ,+ HE SAID,
DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR SA!D THAT THE HYDRD-ELECTRIC POWER IN

~ KSAHAN, SUMATRA, COULD BE SUPPLIED TO PENINSULAR MALAYSIA VIA THE
sTRAITS OF MALAéCA. —BERNAMA MORE HM 2220 -
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- MALAYS lA WAS CURRENTLY SHARING EL: CTRICITY WITH SINGAPORE ’
AND THAILAND AT THE BORDER AREAS,

: DATUK SER{ DR, MAHATHIR ALSO SAID THAT THE FEASIBILITY: OF ASEAN
- PROJECTS WOULD HAVE TO. BE FIRST D:TEPMINED BEFORE THEY

~ WERE ANNOUNCED,

: +WHEN WE MAKE A DECISION WITHOUT KNOWING WHETHER A PROJECT iS

. FEASIBILE OR VIABLE THCRE IS BOUND TO BE DlFF!CULT!ES +

H ADDED,

REFERRING TO ASEAN INDUCTRIAL PROJECTS. HE SAID THESE WERE



"~ THE FIRST-ONES AND NATRUALLY THERE WERE A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS TO BE
. INTO, . o B 5 -
§ L°°§E3s~ THE NEGOT IATIONS ON THE FINANCING OF THE PROJECTS HAVE

" BEEN VERY PROTRACTED BECAUSE THE JAPANESE PRACTICE IS TO HAVE

SEPARATE NEGOT!ATIONS WITH DIFFERENT ORGANISATIONS {N ORDER

TO FINALISE THE LOANS AND THIS HAS TAKEN A LOT OF TIME+,
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ON THE FINANCING OF ASEAN INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS, DATUK SERI
MAHATHIR SAID THERE HAD BEEN COST OVERTUNS AND {f WAS LIKELY
THAT THE ALLOCATION OF US%1 BILLION (ABOUT M%2,4 BILLION)
WICH\JAPAN PROMISED WOULD NOT BE ENGUGH TO COVER THE LOAN
Sgg;gneuT FOR THE FINANCING OF ALL THE FIVE ASEAN PRO-

+30 THERE 1S A NEED TO RAISE LOANS ELSEVHERE,+ HE SAID,
~_HE SAID THAT ASEAN HAD HELD DISCUSSIONS WITH THE EUROPEAN
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (EEC) IN THE HOPE THAT THEY MIGHT PROVIDE
SOME OF THE FUNDS, _ ,

- HOWEVER IT WAS CLEAR FROM THE DISCUSSIONS THAT THE EEC WAS
CONLY WILLING TO HELP ASEAN RAISE LOANS ON THE COMMERC IAL
MRKETS BUT NOT TO PROVIDE THZ FUNDS ITSELF, o

. DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR ALSO MADE A STRONG CALL AT THE MEETING
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTRA-ASEAN SHIPPING WITH THE AIM o
OF LOWERING THE FREIGHT CHARGES RATES, —— BERNAMA MORE
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THE FREIGHT RATES BETWEEN ASEAN COUNTRIES AND WITHIN ASEAN
COUNTRIES WAS RATHER ANOMALOUS AND WAS A S ITUATION -WHIGH
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO PERSIST. i

FOR EXAMPLE, HE ADDED, IT COST AS MUCH TO TRANSPORT GOODS
FROM KOTA KINABALU TO PENINSULAR MALAYSTA AS FREUM PEN|N—
SULAR MALAYSIA TO THE UNITED STATES, ~
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{15 !C DICAUSE OF VERY POOR SHIPPING FACILITIES AND IT IS
NECESSARY FOR. ASEAN TO DEVELOP GOOD FREIGHT 3ERVICES



ERENT PLACES IN'THE REG 108 \ TOLOWER THE COST OF |
%mgggw?}\ﬁw N\HTH\N ASEAN,+ DATUK SER1:DRJ.MAHATHIR ADDED, gr
ON CAPITAL PARTICIPATION OF ASEAN HE SAID THAT +ONCE | L
WE {DENTIFY THE NEEDS AND THE ROUTES OF. THE SERVIGE
WHEN WE CAN WORK OUT HOW ASEAN CAN PARTICIPATE IN INTRA-
‘ ot
-”Eﬁﬁ‘rﬁﬁ'gm@ DR, MAHATH IR ALSO SAID THAT THAILAND WAS SATtSFlED
WITH THE HELP EXTENDED BY MALAYSIA IN MEETING ITS REQUEST -
- FOR OiL AND OIL PRODUCTS — BERNAMA MORE 2 ?“Q/LCM '
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 MEANWHILE, A JOINT STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER THE MEETING SAYS THAT
INDONES 1A HAS OFFERED TO CONSULT OPEC COUNTRIES 1N THE | -
‘QLF_AREA FOR ADDITIONAL OIL SUPPLIES TO ASEAN COUNTRIES TO MAKE UP
FOR THE SHORTFALL CAUSED BY THE IRAN—I2AQ CONFL cT,
THE MEETING ADOPTED THE REPORTS OF (TS FIVE COMMITTEES AND
APPROVED A NUMBER OF RECOMMENDAT IONS .
AMONG THEM WERE THE. APPROVAL OF TARIFF PREFERENCES ON 1.500 . -
ITEMS UNDER THE PREFERENTIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENT (PTA), BRINEING THE -
TOTAL TO 5,825 AS WELL AS TO INCREASE THE TARIFE CUTS UNDER
“THE PTA FROM 10 PER CENT TO 20 OR 25 PER' CENT.
ON THE PROPOSAL TO RAJSE THE CEILING OF ITEMS TO QUALIFEY FOR
THE TARIFF CONCESSIONS OF 20 PER CENT FROM THE PRESENT US$50,000 - - .
EABOUT M3105, ooog TO Y¥S$100,000 sABOUT M$210,000) OR US$200,800 R
ABOUT M#420,000) OR US#500,000 (ABOUT M&1.05 MILLION) = o
THE MINISTERS ASKED THE COMMITTEE ON TRADE AND TOURISH- (COTT) TOo
CONS IDER THE IMPLICATIONS OF SUCH AN INCREASE, -
THE MEETING ALSO ADOPTED THE GENERAL GUIDEL INES ON ASEAN ° S
INDUSTR IAL COMPLEMENTATION TO FINALISE THE BASIC AGREEMENT FOR INi~ ;
TIATING AT THE NEXT ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS? VEETING N i
INDONES 1A, ‘ o
: ~BERNAMA MORE WM  oou4n . . :
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THE FIRST PACKAGE OF THE ASEAN AUTOMOTIVE COMPLEMENTAT {ON SCHEME
WAS ALSO APPROVED ALLOCATED WHICH MALAYSIA TO PRIDUCE DIESEL ENGINES
F 80 TO. 135 HORSEPOWER, -

THE SECOND PACKAGE WAS APPROVCD WHICH ALLOWED MALAYSIA TO PRODUCE
HEADL IGHTS FOR MOTOR VEHICLES, iNDONESIA STEERING WHEELS, THE .
PHILIPPINES HEAVY=DUTY REAR kALE), SINGAPORE FUEL iNJECTiO‘ AND
THAILAND CARBURETTORS,

THE MEETING ALSO NOTED THE PROGRESS OF ECONOM(C CO—OPERATION
BETWEEN ASEAN AND. TH'RD COUNTRIES AND INTERNMNAT IONAL ORGANI:ATIONS
—~—BERNAMA HM 29245
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MEANWHILE, IN KUALA LUMPUR, -THE DEPUTY PRIME MIN!STER TOLD )
NEWSMEN ON HIS RETURN THAT THE MEETING ON THE WHOLE WAS SUCCESSFUL
» ;lN FOSTERING CLOSER CO*OPERATiO’ AMONG THE MEMBER COUNTRIES,

. THERE WAS KO ??COMTROVERSIAL ISSUE?? " o
HE ADDED, ‘ PAL 1SSU AT THE TWO~DAY MEET!NG

HE WAS RECEIVED BY THE Min
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