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By YEE MEE FAH

KUALA LUMPUR,
Sun, — DeButy Prime

gmister atuk . 'Seri
L. hathir

told -the
Chinese business ¢om-

munity today that it
“was not necessary for
" them to look for VIPs
or “big names" as
their’ partners when

setting up jomt ven- v

tures.

. "You should not look to

Well known'and so-called
influential people, includ-
lng people like . -me, " he

He ‘sald applications
for projects were con-
sidered according to its
viability and not based on
the names or the persons
applying for them.

- “This,” he added," s

the Government's p’oll-?

cy.”

. Datuk Seri Dr.

Mahathir was opening
the seminar on “The
‘Future of Small Busi-|
nesses in the National
Economy", organised by
the Federal Territory
MCA Liaison Commitice
and the Federation of Sc-
langor Chincse Guildsl
and Associations.

He said there had been
cases when prominent

. GEAR UP FOR
CHALLENGES: P7

i p
bumiputras were invited|
to participate'as a part-
-ner in million-dollar
projects without even
paying a cent.

Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir also stressed
" that such jolnt-veniurcs|
must also ensure that all
parties play, equal roles
"In the effort.

/"slccping purtncrs,"'hc
{+added.
" Hc hoped that the Chij-

nese small businessmen
would go into more joint-
ventures with  partners

,;fmm .other, communities.
{7in the future so that the'

various .communities

! could progress together.

The Government, he
said, believed in promot-
-h\g a systematic and or-
derly development of
small-scale industrics
and was looking, into
ways o assist this scetor.

It was also studying a
proposal to sct up a
hoard, like that of a
smuall-business adminis-
lration or similar Lo the
Malaysian Industrial De-
velopment Authority
{Mida).

This board will give
agsistance to small busi-
nesses Lo enable them to
start off in an organiscd
manner.

On the numerous op-
portunitics available, the
Deputy Prime Minister
said the Government's
proposed Hecavy In-
dustrics. Corporation
(HIC), with an allocation
of "$3 billion to invest in
heavy and cngmccrmg
industrics, would have a
trcmcndous amount of

“spin-offs."

Therc would be vast
scope for small scalc.in-
dustirics to supply compo-
nent items to cach of the
projccts Lo bhe \mdcr
taken.

“There should be no
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