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KUALA LUMPUR NOV ii?&’ i? BERN M&)-THE CASUAL AND UNlNHIBt,TED ’ 
lMPORTATtON OF F6REtGi WORKERS lS NOT A REALISTIC SOLUTION TO 
LABOUR PROBLEM THAT IS BEING FACED BY THE MANUFACTURING 
SCTOR IN THE,COUNTRY, DEPUTY ,PRtME MtNISTER@ATUK SERt DR. 
tJWHATHlR SAID HERE TONIGHT, 
----~E--Zi.i.t-Ij~ ESPECIALLY SO WHEN MALAYSIA STltL HAD AN t 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF 5.3 PER CENT, 

HE MADE THE ‘COMMENT IN REPLY TO A .tiALL BY STATE COMMITTEES- 
CF THE FEDER.ATtON OF MALAYS IAN MANUFACTURERS FOR THE GOVER- 
/$fEb}T TO HELP CURB THE EXPORT OF LABOUR TO NEIGHBORING 
aUNTRlES LIKE StNGAPORE;.AS WELL AS TO ALLOW THE IMPORTATION 
F FORErG!? WORKERS, 

SEPAKlNG AT THE FEDERATION’S ANNUAL DINNER tiE SAtD HE RECO- 
GNBSED THE FACT THAT COMPANIES IN HIGHLY DEVELdPED URBAN 
CENTRES IN MALAYSlA MAY BE CONFRONTED WtTH A TIGHT 
LABO’IIR MARKET. 

+HOWEVER ABUNDANT LABOUR STILL EXlSTS tN STATES SUCH A$ 
ELANfAN TREfdGGANU ‘AND PAHANG+ HE ADDED. 

DA-d SERl DR. MAHATHlR, WH6 13 ALSO THE TRADE AND I NDUSTR? 
MI MISTER, ,URGED ALL LOCAL .AND FORE lGN MANUFACTURERS .OPERATTI.NG 
HERE TO LOOK .TO AREAS OUTSlDE OF DEVELOPED URBAN CENTRES 
RR THEIR EXPANS t0N PROGRAMME?, -BERNAMA MORE- 22lQ/MD 

FahHATH t R-FMM +K.U.u&“~-UMPtiR ~. 
THE GOVERNMENT GAVE EVERY t NCENTIVE AND-il.iPi’O,RT TO ENABLE “,.: 1 

OOMPAN OES TO LOCATE’ IN LESS DEVELOPED AREAS. ‘* 5 
FOR COMPANIES REMA Nt NG, IN THE URBAN CENTRES j*; HE SUGGESTED - = 

MAT THEY LOOK TOWARDS UPGRADING THEIR TECHNQLOiY tNCREA$ED. 
’ CAPtTALlZATlON AND INCREASED PRODUCTIVjTY W~THCN ffjEtR ..'I 8, 'd ,',.l' 

h0RK FOdCE ,’ 
HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THEY/EXAM INk THE WAGES THAT THEY, PAY ’ ’ 

. 

/%D COMPARE THEM h’!TH THOSE IN DEVELOPEb COUNTRIES, 
+WH I’LE WE DO NOT EXPECT THE SAME LEVEL OF WAGES FOR ,O&'""~ 

\:ORKERS-, WE DO EXPECT THE -DfFFERENCE TO BE WITHIN REAS(jt$iBLE _ 
LIMITS,+ SAID DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR, 

HE ALSO TOLD WORKERS AND LABOUR LEADERS THAT WHEREAS LABOUR 
WAS ENTtTCED TO AND StiOULD LOOK TOWARDS INCREASED WAGES AND 
I3ZNEFITS THESE SHOULD-BE REALISTJC AND IN ‘CONFORMtfY“W)TH 
‘THE PERFdRMANCE OF THE COMPANIES CONCERNED .’ 

‘+lF THERE ARE UREALISTtC DEMANDS FOR WAdES FOR LEISURE AND 
F0R INCREASED BENEFlTS, THEN MALAYS I A WILL BE’1 N DANGER 
Cf PLACfNG tTSECF’ IN THE SAME POSITION AS SOME OF TjjE DEVELOPEP 
OOUNTRtES :‘WHERE AiCflVlTlES OF LABOUR’ UNIONS ARE CAUSING ,:.’ 
MIGRATION,.OF INDUaTRIAL OPERATIONS FROM’THESE COUNTRIES :I” 

r 
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50 COUNTRtES &IKE’, MALAYSIA, HE AJDED, -BE’RNAMA MORE 221$'f/MD 
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7 F’qq LiFr E;(PECTED l-r A^> A LEAD I NG REPfiESENTAf LVE OF THE 

k-J 

.,:,;~F~~~~-~~I’N~‘C~~MU~II~Y 3-0 IINDERTAKE ACTIVITIES SIMpLAi % 
7’ -&E’bF ;HE CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMD 
~ciguST?y, $1~ 134 ORGAN iSE3 At4 I FIVESTMENT CONFERENCE I N “S I NGAPORE 
C,P OTHER DYNA!dIC ACTIVITIEE.. .. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT THE FEDERkTlON ORGANISE .AN INVESTMENT 
M/SSION TO WEST GERMANY ON THEIR OWN INlTlATIVE IN RESPONSE ' 
m THE STEPS THAT THE MALAYS IAN GOVERNMENT H,AD TAKEN IN 
~jiv.rN~ INVESTMENT SEMINARS IN THAT COUNTRY AND THE FOLLOW-’ 
tp VISIT OF THE GERMAN INDUSTRY ASSOCIATl.ONS, 

DATuK SERI DR, MAHATHlR ALSO CALLED’ ON THE FEDERATION TO 
STRIVE TO ATTAIN A CERTAIN STANDARD IN ‘THE QUALITY OF MANUFAC- 
TURED PRODUCTS OF NOT ONLY ITS MEMBERS,) BUT ALSO THOSE 
LH0 WERE #NOT ITS MEMBERSi 

+YOU SHOULD EVOLVE A SYSTEM WHEREBY MEMBERSHIP OF THE FEDERA-’ 
TION OF MALAYS IAN MANUFACTURERS SHOULD”BE SYNONMOUS WITH 
7HE MANUFACTURE OF PRODUCTS OF lNTER!JATIONAL STANDARDS 
PND QUALITY+, HE SAID. 1 

-~-THE FMM SHOU.LD LAUNCH SUCH PROGRAMM’ES w ITH t N MALAYSIA AND 
ROUND THE WORLD/3’0 CREATE A SENSE.OF PkIDE IN THE LABEL 

, 

iMADE 1 N MALAYS )“A+, 
, 

+YOU ~SHOULD ATTEMPT. TO FORMULATE %‘ROGRAMMES OF ‘ACTION THAT IF 
SUCCESSFUL W ILL OBVIATE THE NEED FOR MALAYS 1 AN MANUFAC- 
fURERS TO. HIDE THEIR ORIGINAL‘FEAR OF lNTERNATlONAL 
M4RKEf ACCEPTAB IL I-l?.+ ;-BERNAMA MORE 2224/MD 
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DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHtR HOPED THE.FMM WOULD ADOPT THE THEME’ I 
CI= iNTERNATIONAL QUAL?TY FOR MALAYSIAN PRODUCTS IN THE. I 199rjs 1 

+1T SHOULD BE YOUR OBJECTtVE THAT WtfH4N THE’ NEXT FEW YEARS 
-lHE +MADE IN MALAYSIA+ LABEL WILL BE THE'LABEL OF-PRIDE 
AND DfGNtTY REFLECT!NG A QWLiTY NO LESS TtjjiN.THAT EXPECTEb FRCM 
IIZVELOPED NATtONS,+ HE SAID, 

DATUK SE!? l DR, MAHA,TH BR ALSO SAID THAT AS MALAYS IA ‘REACHED ’ 
!-ER‘TARGET TO BECOME AN INDUSTROALISED NATION BY 1990, 
ZHE WOULD BE FACING NEW PROBLEMS AND NEW CHALLENGES. '* 

+THE lNCREASlNG OMPACT ,OF WESTERN THOUGHT 'SCIENCE, AND WAYS 
CF LIFE WHILE HAVING CTS P0SITI.V.E 'IMPACT CAli 
pkS0 ,BE’iEXPECTED TO BHlNG IN lT$.;:WAK~ T&NEGATIVE INFLUENCE OF; 
F/ODERN tlVlNG,+ HE ADDED, .' 

HE S’AlD IT WAS THE RESPONSIB;t?iTY OF NOT ONLY THE MANUFAC- I,, 
. 

‘IURERS AND THE LEADERS OF INDUSTRY BUT ALSO-THE LABOUR 
LEADERS AND OTHERS. WHO LEAD VAR lOUS GROUPS SOCIETIES 

;I’ 

AND ASSOClATlOtiS 'SN MALAYSIA TO PROMOTE THt PROPER TRAINING ANi 
CRIENTATION OF THE MALAYSIAN PEOPLE W,HO?WERE UNDER THEtR 

' BSPONSOBILITY, -BERNAMA 2229/MD 
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